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ASK Investigation Report 

 
 

Date of the Incident         2 November 2013   

Places of the Incident      1. Kamargari Road,  2. Girls School Road, 3. Banagram Purbopara                

Upazila : Santhia, Thana : Ataikula, , District: Pabna 

Date of the Fact Finding   3 November 2013 

Fact Finding Team            Abu Ahmed Faijul Kabir and Md. Mahbub Alam 

Incident    On 2 November 2013, a group of miscreants brutally attacked, vandalised, 

torched and looted houses, business establishments and temples of the Hindus in Purbopara, Goshpara, 

and other Hindu areas adjacent to the Girls School Road of Banagram village located in Santhia Upazila 

of Pabna district. The attacks seem pre-planned. 

This locality is known as Hindu majority areas.   

The attack was carried out following a rumour that Rajib Saha, a class-X student 

and son of a local Hindu businessman Bablu Saha, had posted derogatory 

comments against the Prophet (SM) on the social networking site facebook. The 

said rumor has spread around the locality. In retaliation a large number of local 

people led by the miscreants gathered and staged violent demonstrations 

against the Hindu community at around 12.30 pm. They started to vandalise 

homes, properties, and business establishments of the Hindu community.  

Panic and insecurity heightened in the locality during the attacks.  

The mayhem continued for approximately two hours.  

After the incident, Bablu Saha was kept under police custody but no trace was 

found about his family and his son. 

During the fact finding, ASK team interviewed several witnesses and victims of 

the violence. 

Findings 

 At 10.00 am, on the day of the incident, a few local people including Md. Selim, Poradulal, 

Abdul Mannan and Shahid, took away Bablu Saha from his shop in Banagram Market and 

informed him about his son’s facebook post.   

 



The news spread out among the people at the market and suddenly it was announced using the 

microphone of the local Mosque. 

 

 Around 11.30 am, 20 to 25 people started to demonstrate at the market place and some 

miscreants blocked the highway of Nagarbari-Pabna by putting timber at the highway. 

 

At the same time, one organized group with local weapons started to attack Hindu houses and 

temples selectively.  

 

The village is a Hindu majority area; around 250 Hindu families live in the area. In this incident, 

almost 100 houses of 34 families and 5 temples were attacked and destroyed. 

 

 The team also came to know that Md Selim had taken BDT 200,000 ransom during the wedding 

of Bablu Saha’s daughter. There were accusations that he threatened local people of the Hindu 

community on several occasions. Some local people were forced to sale their lands in a very low 

price to him. He is involved with Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP). He contested in the Union 

Parisad election before. 

 Victims and eyewitnesses also informed the fact finding team that most of the attackers 

allegedly from the Muslim community were not from their locality.  There were many unknown 

faces.  Also, neighbors did not come forward to protect them.  

 

Role of Local Administration and Law Enforcing Agencies 

 

 The first demonstration had taken place with police presence in the market place, the local 

people observed the police force had failed to take immediate action.  

 

 Local people also informed the Magistrate, Police Super and Officer in Charge (OC) of the local 

police station at the earliest stages of the incident.  

 

 Police were posted at the market place but they took much time to reach at the places where 

the attacks had taken place. 

 

Legal Action Taken 

One case has been filed by Bablu Saha and two others by the Police. 

Bablu Saha filed the case against 20 identified and 200-300 unidentified persons under the Section 

143/147/148/149/295/447/448/435/436/506/379/380 of Penal Code.  

The Investigation Officer of the case is Sub Inspector Rafiqul Islam.  



Police have not submitted the chargesheet yet.  

ASK has been maintaining regular communication with the victims. 

Action Taken by ASK 

 

ASK sent Urgent Appeals to the Home Secretary, Inspector General of Police (IGP), and Superintendent 

of Police on 3 November 2013, based on the news published at the national dailies. Expressing concern, 

ASK urged the authority to ensure security of the people from Hindu community and also to take legal 

actions against the perpetrators. ASK also requested the authorities to inform about the actions taken 

on this incident. 

 

In response of the urgent appeal, the Additional District Magistrate of Pabna sent a letter to ASK on 11 

November 2013 with the information of actions taken on the attack. 

 

In the letter, the Additional District Magistrate of Pabna informed ASK that - 

 

 Police reached the area as soon as they had heard about the incident. Police, RAB and other law 

enforcing agencies were sent there.  A temporary police camp was set up in that area.  

 A committee was formed to investigate the incident and to submit report within three days. 

 On 3 November 2013, a special meeting was organised at the premise of Banagram Jame 

Mosjid. District Magistrate, law enforcing agencies, administration, general people from 

different professions, local representatives, representatives from Hindu, Buddha, Christian Oikya 

Parishad, journalists were present in the meeting. It was urged to the people to live peacefully 

with all despite of difference in religion, caste and class. People were pledged to be alert to 

avoid such incident. Authority assured the victims that they would take legal actions against the 

perpetrators. 

 On 6 November 2013, another discussion meeting was organised in Banagram. Former Minister, 

Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief, State Minister, Ministry of Local Government, 

Rural Development and Co-operatives and State Minister, Ministry of Home Affairs attended the 

meeting. 

 Initiatives had been taken to rehabilitate the victims. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


