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Incident  

 
On 5 January 2014, the day of 10th parliamentary election, Hindu people of Malopara located in 
Chapatola village of Abhaynagar thana, Jessore were attacked by the BNP-Jamaat cadres.  
 
The attackers vandalised, looted and torched houses, business establishments in Malopara 
during the election and also after the election. Local people from Hindu community stood up 
and tried to prevent the attack. Due to their resistance, attackers had retreated initially. 
However, later they grouped together with local lethal arms like ramda, hockystick, iron rod 
and carried on brutal attack once again.  
 
The attackers spread a rumor that Hindus had killed two jamaat activists and in retaliation 
hundreds of people joined with the perpetrators to attack the Hindu people.  
 
In order to secure their life, most of the women and children of 98 families of the village took 
refuge in neighbouring village called Deyapara on the other side of the river Bhairab which is 
adjacent to their village. The panicked and horrified villagers managed boats and trollers 
hurriedly to cross the river for a safe place. Some villagers even crossed the river by swimming. 
Others fled away here and there to save their life. The attackers had beaten the villagers 
whoever they found in front of them. 
 
During the fact finding, ASK team interviewed several witnesses and victims of the violence. 

Findings 

 

 Local Jamaat cadres led the attacks with some BNP cadres with them.  Jamaat leader 
Maulana Yusuf and his son, Qasem Master and two sons of Nur Mohammad, who are 
known as Jamaat activists, led the attackers.  

Date of the Incident      5 January 2014  
 
Places of the Incident  Village: Malopara, Chapatola, Thana: Abhoynagar, District: Jessore 
 
Date of Fact Finding      11 January 2014 
 
Fact Finding Team          John Asit Das and Md. Mahbub Alam 
 



 Hindus were attacked as they had casted their votes in the election which was 
boycotted by the 18 party alliance. Day before the election, the attackers tried to 
terrorize local people not to cast their vote. During the initial attack, they shouted loudly 
“don’t go to the poll, otherwise you will be beaten”. The attackers vandalised and 
looted 30 houses and 3 shops. Among these houses 7 houses were torched. They also 
burnt books, certificates of the students. 

 15 people were injured during this incident, among them 6 were critically injured and 
were admitted in the local hospital for medical treatment.  

Role of the Local Administration and Law Enforcing Agencies 

 Police, Awami league leaders and the local administration were informed about the 

attack at the beginning but they didn’t take any prompt action. Police arrived at the 

scene, when the carnage had already been completed. 

 Even police at the poll centre refused to give shelter to the villagers during the attack in 

the morning. They said they were not allowed to do anything beyond 200 meters from 

the poll centre. 

 The senior officials of Thana and District level visited the area and gave 5 to 15 thousand 

taka to the victims as compensation considering their losses. They also gave corrugated 

roof sheets to few families.  

 The team took interview of acting Investigation Officer Inspector Mohsin of Abhaynagar 

thana over phone. According to him, police had failed to take effective preventive 

measures as they were not informed in the early hour of the attack. Also the police 

station did not have adequate manpower as they had to give security to the 66 polling 

centres with their 35 policeman. Therefore he doubted that whether they could able to 

give protection to the people from such massive attacks with this limited manpower. 

Legal Action Taken 
 

 Police have filed a case under the special power act of 1974 and the penal code at 
Abhaynagar thana against 39 people whom they could identify and also included other 
200-250 unidentified persons.  

 Police have arrested 44 accused and sent them to the court.  But among the main 
perpetrators, they have arrested only one; others are still out of this as they escaped the 
village after the attack.  
 

Prevailing situation 

Several teams composed of Civil Society, human rights organizations visited the place and 

provided financial and other aids among the affected people. The local people are disappointed 

and worried as the main perpetrators have not been arrested yet.  



 


