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Incident 

On 5 January 2014, the day of the 10th parliamentary election, BNP-Jamaat cadres carried out 

attacks on the Hindus in Gareya Gopalpur Union of Thakugaon.  

Initially it started as an election-centric violence but later it had turned out as a clash between 

Hindu and Muslim Communities. 

The perpetrators vandalised and looted 15-20 shops at the Dewnia Bazar. Attacks-counter 

attacks continued all the day. Two BNP-Jamaat cadres were terribly injured in the incident and 

one died later. 

People of Hindu community left in the state of fear and insecurity as they received several 

threats from the BNP-Jamaat cadres. They took shelter at Iskon temple, located near their area. 

They stayed the night in the temple where Army, RAB, Police and BGB (Border Guard 

Bangladesh) officials provided security to them all the night.  

Findings 

 Around 12.00 pm of 5 January 2014, local people came to know that a gang of 500-700 

cadres of BNP-Jamaat were approaching from Shukanpur Union to attack the poll centre 

at Gareya Primary School.  

 At around 12.30 pm, the activists of BNP-Jamaat gathered at the north side of the poll 

centre and 400-500 of Awami League activists took position at the Dewnia Bazar 

adjacent to the poll centre. Only three police and 5-7 Ansars were present at the poll 

centre at that time. The vote was postponed because of the face to face confrontation 

of Awami league and BNP-Jamaat activists.  
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 Some of the leaders of Hindu community spoke to the leaders of Muslim Community, 

residents of the neighbouring village to avoid any kind of clashes between Hindus and 

Muslims.  

 Around 12.50pm, joint forces arrived at the centre and asked everyone not to involve in 

any clashes and also to leave the place. The situation calmed down for a moment.  After 

5 to 7 minutes, joint forces left the place with the ballot boxes. After that, the activists 

of the two groups started to gather again. BNP-Jamaat activists from the neighbouring 

village, Shimul Dangi, also joined. Attack-counter attacks started at 1.30pm and 

continued till 2.30 pm.  

 Around 3.15pm rumor spread out that the house of a renowned muslim person located 

at the Hindu area had torched. He is known and respected as a “Peer” in the 

community. It is alleged that BNP- Jamaat activists spread the rumor intentionally to 

encourage their activists to attack the Hindu people.   

 Local Hindus went to the house to get the fact. Both sides again engaged in clash there 

which lasted until 4.00pm. Two BNP-Jamaat activists were terribly injured. One died 

after taking him to Shimul Dangi village and another one admitted to the hospital.  

 After the clash, Hindus heard rumours that, BNP-Jamaat activists would attack and torch 

Hindu areas. People were panicked and they left their houses and started to take shelter 

at the Iskon temple.  

 Army arrived at the temple around 7.00pm and after that RAB, BGB and Police came to 

the temple. People passed the night at the temple with fear and anxiety. They received 

several threats over phone from the BNP-Jamaat activists.  

 People started to return their home in the afternoon of the next day. No houses of the 

Hindu community were attacked but the people worried as they had received threats 

after returning home.  

Roles of Local Administration and Law Enforcing Agencies  

 Joint forces came to the poll centre and settled down the tension for a moment. They 

noticed the tense situation but had not taken any further initiatives to monitor the 

situation. If they had done so, causalities could have been avoided. 

 A police camp was set up at the Primary School adjacent to the Dewnia Bazar. But the 

Hindu people were still receiving threats. They were threatened that they will face dire 

consequence after the withdrawal of the camp.  

 At the beginning of the attack, local Union Parishad Member, Khaled Sheikh tried to 

stop the mob but later he himself started to yell at the Hindus and threaten them that 

they could not able to live in the localities if they cross the limit. 


