Senior Police Officer Harassed, Assaulted and Forced Two Minors into
Marriage - Pirojpur
ASK Investigation Report

Date of the Incident 12 March 2014

Place of the Incident Rajlokkhi Foundation, Vill: Bakshi, Thana : Nazirpur, District:
Pirojpur

Date of the Fact Finding 25 and 26 March 2014

Investigation Team John Asit Das and Md. Mahbub Alam

Incident

On 12 March 2014, a 13 year old girl and a boy of similar age, who runs a van for
earning were forcibly held and dragged by some local people inside the Rajlokkhi
Foundation of the village Bakshi. They were held together when they were enroute to a
nearby village fair. Local people alleged that they had a relationship so they were taken
to the premises of Rajlokkhi foundation where they were harassed.

The perpetrators abused them in various ways and later informed local Police Officer.
The Police Officer did not assist the teenagers, rather, he forced them to pose indecently
and took their photos in several mobile phones.

The Police Officer also extorted money from both of their mothers and forced the
underage victims to get married.

Only after the news was published in the newspapers and also after the High Court’s
attention was drawn to this matter, the Police took initiative to file a case about this
incident. Seven days had already passed by then.

Findings

ASK Investigation team spoke to both of the victims - Md Ramzan Ali and Fatema,
Ramzan’s mother, Ramzan’s cousin and local police administration during their inquiry.



The team came to know that —

e On the Day of the incident, Fatema was going to visit Pagolbari Fair along with
Ramzan, whom she has known from before. When they reached Ramvodra Circle
of Nointola Bridge, Saiful, ljabul, Manum, Yusuf (local youth) halted them and
asked them where they were going. They also beat the teenagers with bamboo
sticks.

e ljabul informed Saiful and Inamul over phone about them. Saiful informed his
brother Mujahidul Islam Mina (Zafor Maulana) and asked him to go to the
Rajlokkhi Foundation. After that ljabul, Mamun, Tuku, Dalim, Yusuf took the
teenagers to the Rajlokkhi Foundation. Maulana Zafor and many others reached
there a little later. Zafor Maulana informed A.S.l. Abdur Rahman over phone.

e The police officer arrived at the place with another police officer. Zafor Maulana
also informed the mothers of the teenagers to come to the place. Zafor Maulana
asked Ramzan’s mother to bring ten thousand taka with her. When she brought
two thousand taka, Zafor refused to take the amount and threw away the
money. But Abdur Rahman took the money. He also took fifteen hundred taka
from Fatema’s mother.

e After that, Abdur Rahman took them to another room and took their signatures
on two white papers. He also took signatures of their mother. Abdur Rahman
asked others to leave the room except the teenagers. Then, he asked them to
undress themselves. When they showed their unwillingness, he himself
undressed them forcibly. He also beat Ramzan at that time.

e During this time and also after undressing, he took several pictures of them. He
forced them to pose indecently and captured pictures of those poses. Later he
disseminated those pictures to others. He also took pictures in others mobiles.
Investigation team collected those pictures from those mobiles during their
investigation. Abdur Rahman also forced the teenagers to have sexual
intercourse for 2-3 times which he captured in his mobile.

e He took the girl in another room and molested her. He threatened her not to
share this with Ramzan or anyone else. He also said that, Ramzan will leave her if
she shares this with him.

e The harassment and torture continued. The teenagers were brought downstairs.
A.S.| Abdur Rahman forced them to say that they are husband and wife in front of
all the people present.



e Zafor Maulana brought them to Fatema’s grandmother’s house, where she was
living with her mother. Zafor called the local Kazi but the Kazi refused to conduct
the marriage as they are not adults. When the Kazi left the place, Zafor Maulana
himself took his place and forced them to get married.

e The witnesses also informed that the perpetrators were affiliated with Awami
league and its other associated wings.

Witness Statement

Ramzan’s cousin, Shahidul Islam told the team that, when he heard about the incident, he
went to the place and saw Zafor, Abdur Rahim, Moti, Mojo Chokidar and many others. He
requested Abdur Rahman to release his brother but the officer did not listen to him.
Rather he forced Ramzan and Fatema to undress and took pictures of them. When his
phone went out of charge, he took Shahidul’s mobile to capture pictures. Police seized
Shahidul’s mobile when they came to visit the victims on 19 March 2014.

Shahidul also informed the team in front of the victims, Ramzan’s mother and other
relatives that, two years ago when Fatema went to the local Madrasa, she was
molested by the father of Zafor Maulana, Abdul Salam Mina. There was a salish on this
incident and local people sacked Abdul Salam Mina from his job. According to Shahidul,
Zafor might have taken revenge of that incident.

Role of Local Law Enforcing Agency

Ramzan informed the team that after six or seven days of the incident the Officer-in-
charge of Nazirpur Police Station came to their house along with the Officer-in-Charge
(Investigation) and few others. The victims told them what had happened with them.
The police asked them to sign two written papers, however, they refused to give their
signatures. Later they agreed to go to the police station where they gave their
statement in front of the Superintendent of Police.

Then they brought the FIR and he signed the document without knowing what was
written there. It was discovered later that the incident of forced intercourse and taking
pictures was not included in the FIR.



When ASK team asked why it took seven days to file the case, the officer-in-charge of
the Nazirpur Police Station, Abdul Khaleque Hawlader told that, he noticed the news of
the incident in the newspapers and took immediate action after that.

He also informed that, police had tried to find out the victims but they were not in their
houses. Later when Police found them, they were brought to the police station and the
case was filed.

He informed that accused Assistant Sub-Inspector Abdur Rahman has been arrested.
Only one among the accused has not been arrested yet.

While answering the questions of the ASK team, Abdul Khaleque Hawlader told that,
Abdul Rahman had exaggerated the situation to impress the local Awami league leaders.
He should have informed the Officer-in-Charge but he had not done that.

He also added that the incident might have happened but there has been much
exaggeration in describing the incident. But police has taken a strong position and
suspended and arrested the accused ASI. Local parliament members are also unhappy
and have taken strong position against the perpetrators.

ASK investigation team also spoke to the Police Super of Pirojpur. He informed that he
came to know about the incident from the newspaper. He reaffirmed that police will do
neutral investigation and will take necessary actions.

Legal Actions Taken

After seven days of the incident, on 19 March 2014, a case has been filed against 9
people under -

a) Sections 8 (2) (3) of the Anti- Pornography Act, 2012
b) Section 323 of the Penal Code

Ramzan Ali is the applicant of the case. Name of the accused —

1. Abdur Rahman, Assistant Sub-Inspector, Thana — Nazirpur, District —
Pirozpur

Md. Mujahidul Islam Mina (Zafor Maulana)

Md. Saiful Islam

Yusuf Ali

Md. ljabul Islam
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6. Md. Mamun Sheikh
7. Tuku
8. Dalim

Eight have been arrested among the nine accused.

ASK’S Action

On 19 March 2014, ASK first noticed the news on the Daily Star (national english daily)
titled as 'Girl goes through horrific abuse". ASK filed a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) on
that day alleging misuse of power by police causing sexual harassment of two minor
girl and boy, taking their obscene photos and distributing those to the public and
solemnizing child marriage of the two minors.

Information on the PIL

Case Name and Writ Petition No. 2884 of 2014

Number

Court High Court Division

Justice Ms. Justice Naima Haider and Mr. Justice Mahmudhul
Hoque

ASK's Role Petitioner

Conducting Lawyer Abu Obaidur Rahman, Abantee Nurul

Issue Misuse of power by police causing sexual harassment of
two minor girl and boy at Nazirpur of Pirozpur district,
taking their obscene photos and distributing those to the
public and solemnizing child marriage of the two minors

Court's Order 19 March 2014 : High Court directed to record FIR and to
arrest and produce the police member before the court. As
the FIR did not portray the real picture of the incident,
court further directed to investigate the incident through
CID and to submit report to the court on 20.7.2014.




Respondents

(1) Secretary, Ministry of Home affairs

(2) Inspector General of Police

(3) Superintendent of Police, Pirozpur

(4)Officer-in -Charge, Nazirpur Police Station, Pirozpur,
(5) Abdur Rahman, Asistant Sub-Inspector of Police,
Nazirpur Police Station, Pirozpur

(6) Moulovi Mujahidul Islam Zafor Mina

Current Status

The case is pending for the investigation Report

ASK Contact

Abu Obaidur Rahman, Senior Deputy Director, Legal
Advocacy & Policy Reform Unit. Email:ask@citechco.net

" Available at http://www.thedailystar.net/newsarchive/girl-goes-thru-horrific-abuse-16227




