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ADR : Alternative Dispute Resolution
BNAD : Biddaloy Nattya Dol (School Theatre Team)
CAT : Convention Against Torture
CBO : Community Based Organisation
CDW : Child Domestic Worker 
CEDAW : Convention on the Elimination of All forms of Discrimination Against Women.
CHT : Chittagong Hill Tracts
CO : Community Organiser
CRC : Convention on the Rights of the Child
DD : Deputy Director
DIC : Drop-In Centres
EC : Executive Committee
ED : Executive Director
FGD : Focus Group Discussion
FIR : First Information Report 
GD : General Diary 
GLAF : Government Legal Aid Fund
GSJ : Gender and Social Justice Unit
GT : Guide Teacher
HR : Human Rights
HRAU  : Human Rights Awareness Unit
HRDF : Human Rights Defenders' Forum
HRV : Human Rights Violation
IBDP : Issue Based Drama Presentation
MIA :  Media and International Advocacy Unit 
MNP      : Manabadhikar Nattya Parishad
MSP       : Manabadhikar Sangrakkhan Parishad
MNS     : Manabadhikar Nari Samaj
MAP      : Manabadhikar Ainjibi Parishad
MIS : Management Information System
MRRU : Mediation and Rapid Response Unit
NGO : Non-Governmental Organizations
PCU : Publication and Communication
PIL : Public Interest Litigation
PNGO : Partner Non-Governmental Organization
PS : Program Supervisor
PP : Program Proposal
PSH : Psycho-Social Help 
PME    : Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit
RBA     : Rights Based Approach 
SOL : Social Opinion Leader
SS&HH : Support Services and Halfway Home Unit
TA : Theatre Activist
TOR : Terms of Reference
TOT : Training of Trainers
UMNP : Union Manabadhiker Nattya Parishad
UN : United Nations
UP : Union Parishad
UNO      : Upazila Nirbahi Officer
UzMNP : Upazila Level Manabadhiker Nattya Parishad
VAW : Violence Against Women
WLUML : Women Living Under Muslim Laws
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Acronyms

Fatwa: Arabic for opinion of a person knowledgeable in Shariah. In Bangladesh villages, it is 
decreed by people who have no legal authority; they do not clarify an ambiguous legal situation 
but weigh up evidence which traditionally was never a function of a fatwa giver. Increasingly, 
fatwas are pronounced during salish sessions. Some punitive fatwas have been issued against 
women, who were divorced, for working with NGOs or just working outside the home. Some 
punishments are inhuman, such as, flogging, buried up to waist and stoning, beating with shoe 
etc.

 
Hilla: Intervening marriage often imposed in cases where the husband -- on an impulse -- 
verbally divorces the wife, repents later and wants to take her back. Although practiced in some 
places, it has no legal foundation in Bangladesh.

PNGOs: ASK has a Dhaka-based office. In order to carry out local activities, e.g. advocacy, 
training, legal aid etc, it selects like-minded Partner Non Government Organisations at the 
community level. ASK provides technical support, while these organisations are responsible for 
arranging project activities. ASK also provides training on family law, human rights, women's 
rights etc to these organisations' staff and group members/leaders. ASK works with PNGO with 
the desire to see the organizations growing up as a Human Rights Organization.

Salish: An informal, traditional system of mediation used to settle marital and land disputes 
outside the court.
 
Salishkar: Mediators who conduct salish. Generally, local elected representatives, school 
teachers, NGO workers, religious leaders, etc.
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Advocacy for Law and Policy Reformin o Salish Kendra (ASK), a national legal aid 
Research into human rights situation and on impact of and human rights organisation, provides legal 
laws and policies is disseminated in ASK's quarterly Aand social support to the disempowered, 
Bulletins, books and pamphlets. Seven public Interest 

particularly women, working children and workers. Its 
litigations were filed in coordination with several other 

goal is to create a society based on equality, social and 
human rights organisations; favourable judgments 

gender justice and rule of law. It seeks to create an were obtained in two cases and the rest are awaiting 
environment for accountability and transparency of hearing. Judgments have been pending in 42 PILs 
governance institutions. filed since 2000. Remedial steps were taken for 

ASK was registered with the Registrar of Joint extension of stay, to maintain status quo, for direction 
for compliance with Court's orders, issuing legal Stock Companies, Bangladesh under the Societies 
notices, etc.).Registration Act, XXI in 1986, and with the NGO Affairs 

Bureau under Foreign Donation Regulation Enhancing Capabilities of Human Rights Defenders
Ordinance, 1978 in 1993. It was accorded special ASK's courses on legal and human rights aim to 
consultative status with UNECOSOC in 1998. enhance capabilities of human rights' defenders, 

increase community activism for justice, and 
ASK's Strategies encourage interventions to prevent violations and 
ASK's strategies for promotion and protection of protect survivors.
human rights are carried out by l7 units and one These core programmes are supported by a 
component to create awareness, provide legal and consortium of five donors, and specific programmes 
social support, monitor institutional transparency, by four donors.
campaign and advocacy for law and policy reform.  

PartnershipsPromoting Community Activism
ASK conducts its programmes outside Dhaka with 19 In partnership with ten partner NGOs (PNGOs) and 
key partner NGOs and CBOs (Gender & Social Justice CBOs, ASK has trained and facilitated the formation of 

92 voluntary groups to monitor human rights, prevent and Outreach Programme), 40 Schools (BNAD) and 
their violation and protect victims in 40 unions in ten 15 Human Rights Defenders Forum (HRDF). (For 
upazillas. Forty school teams and 52 youth teams details please refer to Annex II)
have learned to perform human rights theatre. 

Networks Legal and Social Support 
ASK is associated with eight national and nine Lawyers resolve disputes through mediation or 
international networks.  litigation in eight legal aid clinics in Dhaka.  An 

outreach programme has extended legal clinics in 
Membersseven districts (Barisal, Bogra, Chittagong, Hobigonj, 
ASK is a membership organisation founded by nine Rajshahi, Satkhira and Tangail) in partnership with 
individuals (4 women and 5 men, 3 deceased). It nine local NGOs. Health and Education Support and 
currently has 27 general members (17 women and 10 Legal Protection is offered to working children at six 
men) sites in Dhaka and to domestic child workers at 27 

sites. 
Executive Committee members

Accountability of Public Institutions  9 (7 women and 2 men)
News clips of legal and human rights violations are 
compiled from ten national newspapers. Fact finding 

Staff
investigations into incidents of hr violations are carried 

221 (including regular, under contract, full time and 
out by ASK staff and l by 15 local human rights 

part time), Women:154,  Men: 67defenders' forums trained by ASK in 15 districts. 

ASK Annual Report 20116

ASK at a Glance Implementation of ASK program outside Dhaka 

7ASK Annual Report 2011



Advocacy for Law and Policy Reformin o Salish Kendra (ASK), a national legal aid 
Research into human rights situation and on impact of and human rights organisation, provides legal 
laws and policies is disseminated in ASK's quarterly Aand social support to the disempowered, 
Bulletins, books and pamphlets. Seven public Interest 

particularly women, working children and workers. Its 
litigations were filed in coordination with several other 

goal is to create a society based on equality, social and 
human rights organisations; favourable judgments 

gender justice and rule of law. It seeks to create an were obtained in two cases and the rest are awaiting 
environment for accountability and transparency of hearing. Judgments have been pending in 42 PILs 
governance institutions. filed since 2000. Remedial steps were taken for 

ASK was registered with the Registrar of Joint extension of stay, to maintain status quo, for direction 
for compliance with Court's orders, issuing legal Stock Companies, Bangladesh under the Societies 
notices, etc.).Registration Act, XXI in 1986, and with the NGO Affairs 

Bureau under Foreign Donation Regulation Enhancing Capabilities of Human Rights Defenders
Ordinance, 1978 in 1993. It was accorded special ASK's courses on legal and human rights aim to 
consultative status with UNECOSOC in 1998. enhance capabilities of human rights' defenders, 

increase community activism for justice, and 
ASK's Strategies encourage interventions to prevent violations and 
ASK's strategies for promotion and protection of protect survivors.
human rights are carried out by l7 units and one These core programmes are supported by a 
component to create awareness, provide legal and consortium of five donors, and specific programmes 
social support, monitor institutional transparency, by four donors.
campaign and advocacy for law and policy reform.  

PartnershipsPromoting Community Activism
ASK conducts its programmes outside Dhaka with 19 In partnership with ten partner NGOs (PNGOs) and 
key partner NGOs and CBOs (Gender & Social Justice CBOs, ASK has trained and facilitated the formation of 

92 voluntary groups to monitor human rights, prevent and Outreach Programme), 40 Schools (BNAD) and 
their violation and protect victims in 40 unions in ten 15 Human Rights Defenders Forum (HRDF). (For 
upazillas. Forty school teams and 52 youth teams details please refer to Annex II)
have learned to perform human rights theatre. 

Networks Legal and Social Support 
ASK is associated with eight national and nine Lawyers resolve disputes through mediation or 
international networks.  litigation in eight legal aid clinics in Dhaka.  An 

outreach programme has extended legal clinics in 
Membersseven districts (Barisal, Bogra, Chittagong, Hobigonj, 
ASK is a membership organisation founded by nine Rajshahi, Satkhira and Tangail) in partnership with 
individuals (4 women and 5 men, 3 deceased). It nine local NGOs. Health and Education Support and 
currently has 27 general members (17 women and 10 Legal Protection is offered to working children at six 
men) sites in Dhaka and to domestic child workers at 27 

sites. 
Executive Committee members

Accountability of Public Institutions  9 (7 women and 2 men)
News clips of legal and human rights violations are 
compiled from ten national newspapers. Fact finding 

Staff
investigations into incidents of hr violations are carried 

221 (including regular, under contract, full time and 
out by ASK staff and l by 15 local human rights 

part time), Women:154,  Men: 67defenders' forums trained by ASK in 15 districts. 

ASK Annual Report 20116

ASK at a Glance Implementation of ASK program outside Dhaka 

7ASK Annual Report 2011



Preface

in o Salish Kendra (ASK) has passed yet loyalty resulting in creating more room for victimization 
another year of activism, which was also the and deprivation of women and the marginalized Afinal year of the project titled “Promoting groups including the indigenous peoples." 

Gender Equity, Human Rights, Democracy and Social Extrajudicial killings and enforced disappearances; 
Justice”, the expressed goal of which was seeking the alleged and suspected wrong-doers being beaten to 
establishment of the rule of law based on those titular death by mobs; fragile law and order situation; culture 
principles. of impunity leading to a general sense of insecurity in 

During the five-year program phase between 2007 people's minds; and persistent deficit in governance 
and 2011, ASK has focused on creating an enabling and democratic institutionalization contributing to and 
environment where citizens are able to demand their in turn exacerbating deep and wide corruption were 
rights and entitlements regardless of their class, caste, among the main issues faced by the human rights 
ethnicity, religion or gender as enshrined in activists in 2011. It cannot be denied that corruption is 
Bangladesh's Constitution. ASK has also been increasingly linked to violation of human rights and the 
committed to creating an atmosphere for building spreading of the culture of impunity. The Parliament 
capacity and confidence among the disenfranchised and the cabinet appear to be indistinguishable.
segments of the population, in particular enabling The details of ASK's interventions in the face of the 
them to protect their basic human rights and demand above issues are provided in this Report. ASK has not 
good governance, accountability and transparency only completed its tasks as laid down in the project but 
from the state machineries and other relevant has also stood by the side of the people whose rights 
authorities. have been violated when it has been called upon.

thIt is of significance that the year 2011 was the 40  I wish to thank my colleagues at ASK for giving 
year of independence for Bangladesh and, for the another year of vibrant effort to help the organisation 
present government, the third of its five-year term. reach its goal of increasing access to justice for the 
Intense scrutiny of developments in the human rights disempowered and ensuring accountability of the 
situation of the country over the past year is therefore state in preventing violation of rights. I also thank the 
crucial to successful strategic visioning for ASK's members of the Executive Committee for providing 
future role in the country. necessary and timely guidance for the implementation 

Notable achievements can be cited in the areas of of the program and utilization of resources in the best 
legal directives and reforms; policies and acts related possible way. I would like to express my gratitude to 
to women and children; and institution building as part the General Members for standing by ASK at all times. 
of  the government initiatives as well as that of related Finally, I thank the members of the various human 
activist organizations and NGOs for the promotion and rights networks which ASK is linked with for the 
prevention of violence against women and children. strength and courage we drew from them. I wish 
However, there is no doubt that Bangladesh has everyone my best and look forward to another year of 
become a more unequal society in terms of people's working together for the next phase of ASK's program.
access to resources and justice. "The State of Human 
Rights in Ten Asian Nations 2011", published by Asian 
Human Rights Commission (2011), refers to Sultana Kamal
“obstacles and systemic lacuna that prevent the Executive Director 
effective protection of rights and enable impunity for 
the perpetrators of violations." The report continues, 
"The human rights situation in Bangladesh is still 
influenced by confrontational politics, no significant 
development in democrat izat ion and the 
establishment of rule of law, unabated extra-judicial 
ki l l ing added by enforced disappearance, 
independence of judiciary made subject to political 
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The Year That Was

Human Rights in 2011

011 has been an important year for human rights 'Disappearances'
defenders across the country. As a result of the 2011 saw a dramatic increase of 'disappearances' in 
relentless efforts by human rights activists, some different parts of the country. While most of these could 

positive initiatives were undertaken the war crimes not be traced, others were found dead  their bodies 
tribunal was formed, a circular was issued by the bearing visible marks of violence and torture. The 
Ministry of Education banning corporal punishment of family members of many of those missing or killed  
children in all educational institutions, and the Legal alleged that it is law enforcement agencies, particularly 
Aid Fund (Amendment) was passed in order to provide the RAB, which orchestrate these activities whereby 
assistance to the poor and underprivileged. In addition, the victim first disappears and then is found dead near 
the National Policy on Children 2011, the National a river, canal or roadside.
Women Development Policy and the draft of the The state has not taken any initiative to address the 
Prevention and Elimination of Human Rights increasing number of disappearances, and the law 
Trafficking Act 2011 was approved by the cabinet. The enforcement agencies refuse to take responsibility for 
Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection) Act, these incidents, offering only incoherent statements on 
2011 was enacted to address familial violence against the matter to divert the attention from themselves. It is 
women. The High Court and the Supreme Court took suspected that enforced disappearances have now 
some progressive decisions this year. For instance, replaced 'crossfires', saving the state from assuming 
the Supreme Court declared illegal penalties imposed any responsibility.   
by fatwa while the High Court prohibited all forms of 
corporal punishment of students in educational 
institutions. It also declared the secret trial of one of the 
Sector Commanders of the Liberation War, Lt. Col. M. 
A. Taher, in 1976 void and illegal.

Despite these advances, however, the human 
rights were under threat, amid deteriorating law and 
order, corruption, political instability, poor governance 
and lack of accountability of state institutions. Gender, 
ethnicity and class-based hierarchies prevailed in 
mainstream society and as these hierarchies were 
reproduced within state institutions and the judiciary 
they severely hindered the rule of law, democratic 
participation and realisation of human rights.

In 2011, critical issues which posed serious 
challenges to human rights defenders in the country 
included: Executive Director & Director (Investigation)

visit Limon Hossain in Hospital
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which 6,785 were regular criminal cases and 315 were Extra-judicial Killing
corruption-related cases. This tendency to withdraw In its election manifesto the Awami League (AL) 
criminal cases on 'political consideration', without promised to stop all extra-judicial killings and to take 
maintaining the proper judicial process, deters the legal action against the perpetrators. However, extra-
establishment of rule of law in society.judicial killings by RAB and police have continued and 

been justified as 'cross fire' deaths. In 2011, media 
reports indicated that 100 persons were killed in the Right to Work
custody of law enforcement agencies. The police and garment owners used force in the 

ready-made garment industry, when workers were 
demanding a raise in minimum wages, their right to Police and Crime
safety and health and to from trade unions. Law enforcement agencies, particularly the police, 
Throughout the year, cases were filed against workers were reported to have instigated violence. On July 27, 
and labour leaders. At Uttara EPZ in Nilfamari alone, the police were reported to have handed over 16-year-
cases were filed against 2,000 workers. Meanwhile, old Shamsuddin Milon to a mob, that killed him. Half an 
migrant workers' rights continued to be neglected hour later, they removed the dead body, according to a 
despite repeated appeals from different sectors.video tape. In the same month, six students, 

suspected of robbery, were beaten to death in the 
presence of the police. In 2011, 132 persons were Border Killing by the BSF
killed by mob violence, while the number of deaths in The brutal and repeated killing of Bangladeshis on the 
police custody was 116. In a few cases, the law border by the Indian Border Security Force (BSF) 
enforcing agencies were taken to task but in most personnel became a critical issue in 2011.  At the 
cases they were not tried or disciplined.  Anantapur border in Fulbari upazila of Kurigram district, 

on January 7, a teenage girl called Fulani was killed by 
the BSF. She was one of the 39 Bangladeshis killed in Harassment of Women and Girls
2011. An additional 64 were injured and 30 abducted. Despite court directives and disciplinary measures 
The BSF and Border Guard Bangladesh (BGB) met taken by relevant authorities to prevent the 
several times in 2011 and the BSF agreed not to use harassment of women and girls, sexual harassment 
live ammunition to avoid loss of lives. However, the and stalking continues. In some cases, protesters 
killings and torture by BSF has not stopped.  have been attacked by stalkers. In 2011, 33 women 

and girl victims of stalking and sexual harassment 
committed suicide and 23 were killed by stalkers for Limits to Freedom of Expression
protesting such acts.  

The Appellate Division declared that penalties 
issued by fatwas were criminal offences. However, the 
number of incidents of violence against women, as a 
result of fatwas or salish, increased in 2011 compared 
to the previous year. While previously religious bigots 
played an instrumental role in delivering fatwas, now 
the elected public representatives, local union council 
chairmen and members, local influential persons, and 
political leaders also imposed illegal penalties. In 
2011, 59 women were subjected to torture in the name 
of salishes or fatwas. 

A new trend has arisen in violence against women, 
whereby women are harassed through the misuse of 
information technology. In 2011, 42 women were 
subjected to such harassment and three committed 
suicide as a result.

Political Bias in withdrawal cases
Over the last three years, the National Committee to Obstacles to community activism
Withdraw Polit ical Harassment Cases has Three of ASK's units - Human Rights Awareness Unit, 
recommended 7,100 cases to be withdrawn, out of Gender & Social Justice Unit and Outreach Unit -  

A draft national broadcasting policy was proposed by 
the Ministry of Information, barring private television 
and radio channels, and Internet protocol TVs from 
broadcasting any programme with derogatory 
comments about national figures or which may pose a 
threat to national security and sovereignty. The 
Parliamentary Committee on Ministry of Information 
returned the draft policy to the Ministry as it severely 
infringed on freedom of press as guaranteed in the 
Constitution. ASK urged that all concerned  including 
the media, experts and civil society members  be 
consulted before such a policy is approved.

Throughout the year, journalists have been 
subjected to violence  in the form of physical and 
mental harassment, assault and threats  in different 
parts of the country by ruling party members, influential 
local leaders and businessmen and law enforcement 
agencies. At least 305 journalists were assaulted. 

25 years celebration
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found in the 40 districts where they work, that religious political parties protect offenders, undermining social 
extremist groups have been mobilising public opinion justice. The impunity of state actors is further 

encouraged by the absence of transparency and against the trial of war criminals by organising events in 
accountability of state institutions, lack of action the local mosques or madrassahs.  They had also tried 
against perpetrators and weaknesses in law to persuade CBO members, theatre activists, school 
enforcement mechanisms.students and their parents to join the Tablig-e Jamaat 

Trials are hampered when locally powerful elite and renounce theatre and dance activities. Women 
influence police stations, police personnel and medical members of religious political parties made door-to-
institutions in preparation of their reports. In some door visits, held talim classes to motivate women to 
serious human and women rights violation cases, wear hijab; they spoke against the trial of war criminals 
victims faced threats when they filed cases in court. and deterred students from participating in secular or 
Women victims, in particular, faced social stigma and progressive cultural events. It was alleged that 
were often deterred by their guardians from seeking teachers in many secondary schools with links to 
legal help.fundamentalist political parties were able to influence 

the community and tried to create obstacles to raising 
awareness of HR or performing theatre in schools.

The confrontational political culture of Bangladesh 
affects effective and neutral law enforcement, which 
hinders HR activities significantly. Sometimes the 

Human rights organisations such as ASK, work in 
an increasingly difficult environment an environment 
which undermines the framework of law and is hostile 
to human rights defenders and peace mediators who 
uphold democratic rights.
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Programmes and Activities

Introduction good governance, non-discrimination and social 
Established in 1986, Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) justice created.
provides free legal aid to the disenfranchised, protects 
the rights of child workers, and conducts training on Thematic priorities
legal and human rights for NGO staff and group • Generating human rights awareness and 
members. ASK emphasises a non-partisan approach response to human rights violations (HRV) 
to human rights through supporting community • Promoting community activism for gender equity 
activism, monitoring human rights and ensuring good and social justice
governance. ASK's programmes are largely donor- • Ensuring access to justice through legal aid
funded but efforts at sustaining these programmes are • Establishing an emergency support service 
made through replication of selected activities by the system
PNGOs and government agencies and fund raising • Promoting law and policy reforms
through training, publication sales and provision of • Ensuring transparency and accountability of 
expert services. ASK has been working successfully in public institutions
the field of human rights for 25 years and has • Enhancing the capacity of Human Right actors
established itself as a leading human rights • Ensuring an effective institutional system
organisations. ASK's programmes are carried out by 17 units and one 

component (Counselling) under eight outputs. Its 
Goal: Rule of Law established based on the principles activities are clustered with one or more units working 
of equality, democracy, human rights, justice and together towards a common result. ASK works closely 
gender equity.  with a network of partners, in local areas, in the 

national and international arenas. The name of the 
Purpose: An enabling environment for demanding units and their area of work are as follows:
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Output -1
Human Rights Awareness

ne of the major hindrances to protection of methodology. They learn to enact open-ended plays 
human rights protection in Bangladesh is a and skits on local human rights issues, so as to engage Ogeneral lack of public awareness about their the general public in discussions on human rights.

legal and human rights. Their lack of knowledge Biddalaya Nattya Dals (BNADs) have been formed 
enables them to be easily exploited by both state and with 25 to 30 students from class 7 to 9 in 40 secondary 
non-state actors. Even if they realise that their rights schools. The members learn to perform dramas, 
have been violated, most people do not know how to publish wall magazines, participate in debates and 
seek redress. This is why ASK's foremost strategy is to cultural competitions; they commemorate days of 
create awareness and mobilise public action on a national and international significance, attend 
range of legal and human rights. ASK seeks to workshops and study circles in schools participate in 
promotes a culture of tolerance for political and cultural trainings offered by the HRA unit. One Guide Teacher 
diversity, and to demand good governance and social (GT) is selected (by the headmaster) in each school to 
justice by advancing a human rights discourse in the supervise the work of the BNAD along with a Theatre 
community  as well as with the state. Activist (TA) from ASK. 

The HRA Unit engages with a variety of social F i f ty  two voluntary groups known as 
actors to bring about a change in public Manobodhikar Nattya Parishads (MNPs), trained by 
consciousness. It uses action theatre as a medium for the Unit, have been performing issue based dramas 
disseminating information amongst high school regularly in market and open places; they have 
students and local community of youth, and cultural organised rallies to celebrate landmark days. Initially 
activists and sensitizing them to human rights, gender one TA from ASK meets with local persons in their 
equality so that they can independently act to prevent workplaces or homes, gradually developing a 
human rights violations. relationship with them. They then invite them to formal 

The unit trains school and college students, youth discussions on current social problems and through 
and local cultural activists in action theatre this process a primary group is formed. The group 

Human rights Theatre Festival at district level
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learns about legal and human rights issues, gender December and National Victory Day on 16th 
discrimination and theatre production at the December. Collaborative involvement of people from 
workshops and trainings offered by ASK.  different classes, age groups and political orientations 

Since 2008 the HRA Unit has organised a national in these events created a common platform for 
wall magazine festival each year in collaboration with promoting  human rights as a guiding principle of 
Bangladesh Deyal Patrika Parishad (Bangladesh Wall democracy, justice and governance.
Magazine Council) to encourage creative talent Performance Evaluation Awards were organised 
among the youth. The magazines in the festival focus for BNAD members to compete in tests on general 
on local culture and traditions, history and spirit of knowledge of HR, history, science, current affairs, etc. 
liberation war, etc.  The inter-school competitions organised by BNADs, 

became a process for social learning of HR and gender 
1Progress issues, as the participants consulted with their 

The Fourth National Wall Magazine Festival was teachers, guardians, local scholars and relatives on 
organised in Dhaka from 14-16  January, 2011. Each the topics of the competition.  
year the number of participating schools and students BNAD's activism led to stopping of physical 
has increased. A total of 91 high schools and punishment of students in 40 schools.  Girls dropout 
organisations participated in the event with 253 wall rate due to early marriage was less than  last year. 
magazines in 2011 (as against 83 schools and 215 wall The productions of the HRA Unit became more 
magazines in 2010). High school students contributed informative, analytical and sensitive as a result of 
poems, stories, articles, drama, pictures and comics continuous inputs from training workshops and study 
on history, human rights, the Liberation War of circles. The plays motivated the audience to engage in 
Bangladesh, concepts of gender, science, current discussions and this was followed by their activism to 
affairs, ethnic groups, climate, and agriculture. Apart prevent human rights violations. For example, sexual 
from the writers, the event involved teachers, harassment of women began to be reported in the 
guardians, organisers, journalists. A large number of media, the MNPs performed dramas to mobilize 
visitors saw the exhibits. villagers against it. Public opinion began to be 

The Fifth National HR Theatre Festival was expressed against sexual harassment. Action by the 
organised in Dhaka from 7-9 April where 22 theatre Education Ministry encouraged MNPs activism.  
groups (21 in 2010) including 10 MNPs put up drama MNPs enjoy widespread acceptance and 
performed. The media covered the festival highlighting popularity among local cultural organisations as well 
the spirit of human rights and popular response to HR as in the community, as they enacted issue-based 
violations. Three national personalities were honoured performances on a regular basis. Women's 
during the HR theatre festival for their outstanding participation in public events has increased 
contributions to the Liberation War, Bangla literature, comparatively as a result of regular performances 
and democratic and cultural struggles in Bangladesh.  against stalking and other forms of violence against 

Between October to December 2011 MNPs women. MNPs gains peoples' support during 
organised ten HR theatre festivals in 10 districts. movements against HR violations, as well as 
Media coverage of the festival contributed to mass commemoration of special days and festivals.
awareness on HR and gender issues. More than 15 mainstream theatre groups became 

Both the MNPs and BNADs put up dramas on a involved with the human rights movement through 
range of subjects touching human rights including the festivals and all of them have produced at least one 
trial of war criminals, extra-judicial killings, drama on HR issues. A number of eminent playwrights 
discriminatory education system, dowry, domestic are now engaged in writing new scripts.  
violence, under age marriage, stalking and sexual In addition to its work with the youth, students and 
harassment etc. They commemorated historic days cultural activists, HRA Unit has developed links with 
such as Language day in February, International other social actors (such as MSPs, MNS, MAP, 
Women's Day 8th March, Independence Day on 26th journalists, etc) and participated in many initiatives 
March, Bangali New Year (14 April), birth centenary of taken by GO, NGOs and other agencies. This holistic 
Kobi Sufia Kamal, International Human rights Day on approach makes it possible for ASK to stimulate 
10th December, National Mourning Day on 14th human rights activism. 
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   1  See Annex 1 (Table-1) for details of activities by MNP and BNAD facilitated by the HRA Unit.

15

Challenges faced and mitigation measures taken Besides, women members of religious political 
by Human Rights Awareness Unit parties go door to door and try to motivate students 
• Loss of key members of MNPs caused by their and their guardians against theatre, songs, dance 

migration for reasons of their profession, and any other progressive works. They also 
education or marriage. organise talim classes.

Strategies taken Strategies taken
The Unit has responded to the need to offer continuous HRAU conducts regular study circles with BNAD on 
training so as to prepare third and fourth line of HR, history of liberation war, fundamental rights, 
leadership in the MNPs. biographies of secular scholars, etc. At the same time, 
• People of religious extremist groups tried to it involves active participation by the local 

persuade the young MNP members and their administration, journalists, freedom fighters and locally 
parents to join Tabligh Jamat and renounce theatre influential progressive citizens in events organized by 
and dance activities. BNADs and MNPs.

• It is very difficult to sustain co-curricular activities 
Strategies taken because many students and teachers are 
HRAU, along with MNP Central Committee members engaged in coaching activities after school time.
continued to motivate MNP members on the 
philosophy and obligations of human rights defenders. Strategies taken
• In most high schools, there is more than one BNAD and MNPs staged dramas to create opinion 

teacher, influential in the locality, who has links with against the commercialization of education and the 
fundamentalist political parties. They try to coaching centers.
discourage HR theatre performances in schools. 

Bangladesh Wall Magazine Festival 2011
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Output 2
Community activism for gender and social justice

t is important that awareness of human rights is The MSP, MNS and MAP members monitor 
translated into activism both by individuals and incidents of domestic violence, fatwas, child marriage Icollectively in each community. This strengthens and other HR violations, and lobby for deterrent action 

the demand for human rights by building horizontal and by concerned authorities. Meanwhile, ASK assists its 
vertical solidarity with relevant activists. Collectively, partner organisations (PNGOs) to enhance their 
human rights actors can challenge existing hierarchies capabilities by providing them with training and 
of power, corruption, injustice and discrimination, as institutional support.  
well as posit sustainable and just alternatives. 

2The Gender and Social Justice (GSJ) Unit Progress
promotes community activism by engaging with local Voluntary activism by CBOs for protecting human 
elected representatives, officials and members of the rights and preventing their violations has gained the 
community. It also seeks to form and strengthen acceptance of state and non-state institutions as well 
community-based and partner organisations - as from the community. In 2011, they collected and 
Monabadhikar Songrokkhan Porishod (MSP) and documented reports of 133 HR violations, convened 
Manobadhikar Nari Samaj (MNS) - which operate at and conducted salish in 259 cases, where women 
the union and sadar thana levels. The GSJ Unit were given a fair chance to represent their complaints. 
sensitises lawyers and develops their skills for human Lawyers gave advice in 192 legal camps, and all 
rights lawyering. The Unit thus establishes critical links volunteers participated in 8 rallies and press 
between community groups, lawyers, government conferences. MSP, MNS and MAP members 
officials, elected representatives and the media. accompanied victims to thanas, hospitals, courts, etc. 
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 2   See Annex- 1 (Table-2) for details of activities conducted by GSJ Unit.
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in 58 cases and conducted monthly meetings, MSPs held a conference to celebrate 12 years of their 
trainings and workshops with union members and formation. In this conference, MSP, MNS and MAP 
civil society allies, to further cooperation in the members shared the success and limitations of their 
community and make effective demands for work, and discussed the relationship of the UP with other 

3accountability from state actors. social organisations.  
Women in the community gained confidence to The participation of MSP and MNS members in the 

share their experiences, problems and opinions with UP elections was noteworthy, since they had learnt from 
MNP women's groups, because the latter were able the GSJ Unit about the role and responsibilities of the UP 
to intervene in support of women's rights and to deter members. They could now act effectively with 
violence against women. knowledge of their obligations. A total of 116 MSP and 

MAP members filed 42 cases under the MNS members (Male 55 and female 61) participated in 
government's legal aid programme for the poor, the election and 34 (Male 15 and Female 19) were 
attended 92 legal camps and conducted regular elected. One amongst them was elected as Chairperson 
study circles on different legal issues. They attended and 33 as members.
programmes of CBOs on different occasions, In Paglakanai union of Jhenaidha, three women 
inspiring them to continue their community activism. members of MNS were elected in three wards. Amongst 
In legal camps, they advised the clients and them, Shefali Khatoon, who was elected as an 
discussed various human rights and women's rights independent candidate contested against a candidate 
issues. supported by a powerful political party. Even though she 

In 2011, ASK published a booklet of creative received many threats as well as offers to withdraw her 
writings by members of MSP, MNS and MAP candidature she contested and won.
members formed the editorial committee and wrote 
about their experiences, stories and poems.

3  Dr. Irene Khan, former head of Amnesty International, Dr. Iftekharuzzaman, Executive Director of Transparency International Bangladesh, 
Ranjan Karmaker, Director of Steps Towards Development, Professor Nasim Ferdous participated in the discussions. Dr. Hameeda 
Hossain, chairperson and Sultana Kamal, Executive Director of ASK and others attended the conference.
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Output 2
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Output 3 
Access to Justice

arginalised and subaltern groups face serious 
constraints in accessing justice. The justice 
system itself is patriarchal and classist, and M
insensitive to the poor, specially women and 

other vulnerable segments of the population. In 
addition, judicial procedures are slow, costly, corrupt 
and complex, which leads to inefficiency and delays. 

The poor 
cannot access justice in the absence of free legal aid, 
which should be provided by the state. 

ASK lawyers provide legal advice and/or mediate 
family disputes at its office or in eight legal aid clinics. If 
the complaint involves a cognizable offense, the case 
is referred to the Litigation Unit. During the mediation 
session, the agreed terms of settlement are recorded 
and signed by the parties concerned. On the basis of 
this agreement, dower money and maintenance costs 

The traditional justice system is also corrupt and are recovered from the opposite parties to be given to 
deeply prejudiced against vulnerable groups, the complainant and her children. MRRU conducts 
particularly poor women.  follow-up on each case for six months to ensure that 

Equality under the law is guaranteed by the the terms of the agreement are observed. 
Constitution, but the legal system fails to protect the ASK lawyers visit the clinics once a week to register 
rights of a vast majority of the population. clients, give legal advice, inform clients about progress 

in case, etc. It also responds to emergencies, rescuing 
survivors of HR violations or violence that are reported 

The lack of access to free legal aid has created a in the media or on complaints received from clients or 
need for organisations such as ASK. From its very other organisations.
inception, ASK's Legal Aid Unit has been working to  

4provide access of the disenfranchised, particularly Progress
poor women, workers (such as garments worker, day In 2011, requests for legal assistance from ASK 
labourer), working children and minorities, to justice. increased by 50% and came from people of diverse 
Today, four units  Mediation and Rapid Response Unit, backgrounds. Out of 2,708 complaints, ASK registered 
Litigation Unit, Outreach Unit and Child Rights Unit  987 and provided advice (directly and over telephone, 
offer a range of services extending from legal 
assistance to financial and social support. ASK, 
therefore, adopts a holistic approach, with legal aid 
backed by advocacy and legal awareness in order to 
create a demand for justice. 

Mediation and Rapid Response
Mediation is commonly resorted to, particularly by 
women, to seek settlement of family disputes e.g. 
concerning desertion, polygamy, dowry, divorce, 
maintenance and custody. In Bangladesh, where the 
formal judicial services are flawed or not available, 
mediation offers women a familiar and safer space to 
negotiate their rights and let their voices be  heard. The 
Mediation and Rapid Response Unit (MRRU) thus 
attains its goal through mediation, negotiation, legal 
advice and rapid response to HR violations.
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e-mails and letters) to 1,721 persons. It provided 
advice to 2,616 persons and referred 92 requests to 
other organisations. In total, it responded to 2,616 
complaints, constituting 96.60% of the total requests. 
Loopholes in the laws and prevailing socio-economic 
conditions prevented ASK from resolving disputes to 
the full satisfaction of each client.

From 987 new registered complaints, 563 were 
registered at the ASK headquarter and 424 at its eight 
legal clinics. During the year, ASK dealt with 3,545 
complaints in total, of which 2,558 complaints were 
registered in the previous years and 852 complaints 
were resolved. At the end of the year, the number of 
total pending complaints was 2,693. ASK conducted 
598 mediations on 362 complaints regarding family 
and money related matters.

A total number of 628 cases of violence were 
addressed through rapid response. In addition, victims 
of 35 HR violations were rescued and re-integrated 

Unit lawyers recovered a total of 1,831,804.0 as within the family.
dower, maintenance and child maintenance costs on The Unit coordinated a legal internship programme 
behalf of clients through court cases.   for 15 students from different colleges and universities. 

It also arranged an orientation programme on ASK and 
Outreachthe overall human rights situation of Bangladesh for 20 
The Outreach programme extends legal aid services students at the request of the National College of 
to women & children in the rural areas. Since most Home Economics.      
legal aid organisations work in cities, a large number of                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
cases of HR violations, family and gender based Litigation Unit
violence and other crimes remain outside the purview The Litigation Unit of ASK provides free legal aid in the 
of the justice system.courts, as well as through other methods, such as 

The Unit assists its local partner NGOs in seven alternative dispute resolution, advocacy, awareness 
districts namely, Chittagong, Barisal, Hobigonj, building, etc. Cases of cognisable offences, or when 
Stakhira, Rajshahi, Tangail and Bogra to establish, mediation fails or is refused, are referred to the 
manage and operate legal aid clinics, maintain liaison Litigation Unit (LIT). LIT's staff lawyers conduct cases 
with a panel of lawyers who practice in the District in District and Labour Courts, within and outside of 
Courts, and provide legal representation to clients.Dhaka. Panel lawyers provide pro bono services to 

The Unit organises workshops/dialogues on legal conduct hearings in the High Court.
rights, human rights and gender equality with lawyers, 

5 local administrative officials, local law enforcing Progress
agencies, journalists and community groups. It also The Litigation Unit works to establish the rule of law, 
interacts with local Bar Association members and ensure access to justice and empower the 
judges to improve legal aid services and procedures, disenfranchised, particularly women, working 
and to motivate them to provide speedy and effective children, and minority groups. The Unit's staff lawyers 
remedies. filed 164 cases in 2011. 75% cases were disposed in 

favour of ASK's clients, 10% cases were settled by 
6Progressclients out of court, 5% cases were dismissed for 

The Outreach Unit enabled the poor to avail justice at a clients' default and 10% cases were disposed not in 
minimum cost. In 2011, 979 survivors registered their favour of clients. In total, the unit lawyers advised 802 
complaints in the above mentioned outreach clinics. clients at their offices. 

Complaints received by Legal Aid Clinics in 2011

5  See Anex 1 (Table-4) for detail of activities conducted by Litigation Unit.
6  See Annex 1 (Table-5) for detail of activities conducted by Outreach Unit.
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Out of these, 488 complaints were settled through Health services are provided to working children at 
salish and 166 cases were filed in the local courts; the local health care institutions free of cost. Expenses for 
rest were awaiting settlement through negotiation. As prescribed medicines or surgeries are borne by ASK. 
dower and maintenance for divorced women and child Complaints of exploitation received from working 
support, 4,307,289 taka was recovered through both children are taken up by ASK's lawyers. ASK also 
salish and court cases. The recovery of dower and works to create awareness in the society about the 
maintenance for the divorced/destitute women helped lives of working children and tries to expand their 
the poor and vulnerable women to be economically opportunities and protect their rights. ASK raises 
solvent. issues about working children in the public arena, by 

A total of thirteen training courses and 243 holding workshops and through street theatre. By 
workshops were held to upgrade the knowledge and highlighting working children as hard-working, 
capabilities of PNGO staff, PNGO group members, UP responsible members of society, rather than as 
members, school students and teachers on legal and vagrants, ASK tries to persuade the community to 
human rights, HR monitoring, gender, fact finding, protect working children from exploitation and abuse. 
personal laws etc. Together with its partners, Outreach ASK also campaigns for reform of policies and laws 
Unit organised discussions and demonstrations to that address child labour.
protest sexual harassment and stalking, which was 

7attended by local school students and community Progress
people. Media coverage showed an increasing pro- 613 children (Boys- 240, Girls-373) received health 
active response in the locality. support, which included first aid, routine check-ups, 

The Outreach Unit held seventeen formal medical treatment and referrals to relevant hospitals. 
dialogues with members of the local administration i.e. Meanwhile, children became aware about their health, 
police officials, District Commissioners, magistrates, hygiene, reproductive health and bodies through 
lawyers, public prosecutors, media and local NGOs to workshops. Psycho-social help is a crucial need for 
coordinate official response in support of victims of working children who face stressful life experiences, 
violations. A total of 378 women and 834 men were which sometimes diminish their self-esteem, causing 
present. undesirable behaviour. During the reporting period, 

167 children received active listening training for their 
Child Rights personal growth. 
The Child Rights Unit runs drop-in centres in Dhaka, The aim of basic education is to meet the basic 

learning need of working children, which includes which offer education, health services and legal 
protection to working children. The centres are open 
between 9 am and 5 pm, five days a week to working 
children who come to learn, play, rest and find an 
environment for free expression. 

The education programme at the drop-in centres is 
especially designed to suit the irregular hours of 
working children. The curriculum offers child centred 
methods which encourages independent learning as 
opposed to routine memorization. Teaching methods 
include role-play, game play, question and answer 
time, problem solving and group exercise. Art, music 
and theatre are used to facilitate learning and therapy. 
Teachers use locally available low cost resources as 
learning aids. Children are encouraged to make a 
range of creative products from paper and paints, such 
as greeting cards, which can be used for income 
generating purposes. The system of non-formal 
education, jokhon tokhon shikha, literally meaning 
'anytime learning' has proved to be a great success. 
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literacy, numeracy creative and independent writing. 
During the reporting period, a total of 250 (Boys- 164, 
Girls-86) working children received basic education.

1,380 (Boys-650, Girls-730) children enhanced 
their life skills by participating in workshops on 12 
topics. The Child Rights Unit facilitated 11 workshops 
on 'My World' for children and their teachers in order to 
make the children more adept at exploring the world 
around them, as well as to encourage teachers to 
follow the participatory approach to children's 
education. 

427 (Boys-222, Girls-205) working children 
continued their study by enrolling in government 
primary schools, NGO schools and vocational 
institutes. 4,740 (Boys-2,453; Girls-2,287) attended 
323 newspaper assemblies, whereby they were 
informed about the social, political and cultural 
situation of the country and the rest of the world. 1,551 
((Boys- 928, Girls-623) children enhanced their 
general knowledge by using library books. There is a 
sponsorship programme for deserving children; 
currently 25 children are continuing their education 
under this programme. This year, four working children 

Music, art and theatre are used as therapeutic passed the SSC examinations from Mirpur and 
activities, which bring emotional well-being to children. Shantibag, while one working child from Shantibag 
During the reporting period, 108 art classes, 314 music passed the HSC examination with grade A.                                           
classes were held. Children participated in 21 national The Legal Aid Unit provided legal aid services for 
and international art competitions, went on excursions, working children at ASK's drop-in centres, which 
observed different days and also took part in the created opportunities for the community, working 
National Wall Magazine competition.   children and their parents to get access to legal help. 8 

The Child Rights Unit realises that reorienting social children (Boys - 3, Girls - 5) accessed legal help during 
attitude towards children and improving the practices the reporting period. 
of employers are major challenges. To create the most Parents, guardians, employers, school teachers, 
impact, ASK promotes and develops explicit codes of police, ward commissioners etc. have become more
conduct for employers. The organisation works closely responsive to the needs of working children. 
with other organisations and NGOs to develop such Employers realised and appreciated the need of 
instruments, and lobby the government to adopt psycho-social support for working children; they even 
policies and regulations that are effective in eliminating sought ASK's support in some instances. 
child labour in the long run while protecting working ASK encouraged the corporate sector to take pro-
children in the interim period. As a result of its activities, active initiatives to promote the rights of working 
the government included a code of conduct as a children. For instance, G4 Security Company and 
chapter in the national child labour eradication policy. Vivek group sponsored children's excursions, Trade 

Vision and Shomoy TV Channel sponsored higher 
education for ten children, Democracy Watch 
sponsored computer training for six working children. 
Jatiyo Shishu Park &Shishu Academy continued to
provide the space free of cost for children's gatherings. 
The ongoing programme was successfully run with the 
cooperation of parents. One thousand and eleven 
parents took the financial responsibility to provide 
educational support, send their children to hospital for 
treatment, buy medicine and withdraw their children 
from hazardous work.

 

 Children Excursion at National Shishu Park
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education for ten children, Democracy Watch 
sponsored computer training for six working children. 
Jatiyo Shishu Park &Shishu Academy continued to
provide the space free of cost for children's gatherings. 
The ongoing programme was successfully run with the 
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parents took the financial responsibility to provide 
educational support, send their children to hospital for 
treatment, buy medicine and withdraw their children 
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Output 4 
Emergency Support Services

Support Service and Halfway Home embroidery and handicrafts. As support to Legal Aid 
ASK has established an emergency support system to Clinics a total of 42 workshop/training events were 

8enable vulnerable children and women survivors organized by the unit.  
access the justice system. Survivors of violence and 
abuse need special care during court proceedings. Psycho-Social Counselling
Some women and children who are unable to go back Counselling enables survivors to gain emotional 
to their families or communities due to fear of social equilibrium and gain confidence for  decision-making. 
stigma or threats, require long term support for This component has worked to enhance the standard 
rehabilitation. In these cases they are referred to of psycho-social care in Bangladesh.
relevant government and NGO support services. The psycho-social counsellors provide counselling 

In ASK's half-way home, clients receive support for support to clients referred by different units of ASK as 
shelter, medical care and counselling as well as well as to the inmates of the Victim Support Centre at 
orientation on family laws, women's rights, violence the Tejgaon Police station, and to adolescent clients 
against women. Legal support is provided by the referred by Nirmal or Association for Correction and 
Mediation and Litigation Units. Clients can usually stay Social Reclamation (ACSR) for rehabilitation. 
in the half-way home for 10-15 days; in the meantime, Individual, couple and group therapy approaches are 
ASK arranges long-term shelter for them and/or refers used according to the client's need. After assessment, 
them to other partner organisations for further support the clients may be referred to psychiatrists at National 
and follow-up. If clients cannot be referred to other Institute of Mental Health (NIMH). 
organisations for long-term shelter, their stay is In 2011, six training programmes were organised 
extended by ASK for up to six months or one year. for professionals working in this field. External 

In 2011, ASK provided shelter facilities to 199 resource persons from India and Australia courses for 
clients, with food, clothing, medical assistance and basic and advanced learning. Counsellors and staff 
psycho-social counselling. Many of them were from ASK and other organisations working in the field 
oriented to women's rights and human rights, as well of counselling or mental health services participated in 
as offered practical skills training on tailoring, the course. In addition, several orientation 
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Training for inmates at Halfway Home

23

programmes were offered by those who had received PSC facilitated training on Basic Counselling Skills for 
their diploma certificates earlier. twelve partner NGOs of PHRD project of ASK and ASK 

Every three months trained counsellors voluntarily staff with its own resource.
attended Counsellors' Association meetings at ASK for This year, ASK observed the World Mental Health 
concept clarification, case supervision, personal Day 2011 along with the University of Dhaka. The 
growth, experience sharing and discussion on ethical theme of discussion was “Protection of Mental Health 
issues. Such meetings expedited networking among is a Human Right”. 141 NGO workers, counsellors, 
professionals to improve service delivery in various doctors, professors, journalists and students attended 
organisations. ASK is also a pioneering member of the programme. Through the event, a wide range of 
Psycho-social Support Group of SCSD (Save the people became aware about the need for counselling, 
Children Sweden-Denmark) which will have an impact on removing the stigma 

attached to clients who need counselling. 
Progress ASK sponsored the third International Conference 
218 counselees along with 185 registered clients on Educational and Counselling Psychology, which 
received counselling service, as did 26 members of was attended by about 200 people in collaboration with 
ASK staff. Clients expressed relief from mental and Dhaka University Counselling Programme. PSC staff 
emotional distress after counselling as it provided also facilitated a workshop, “Knowing Self by using 
symptomatic relief, lessened the effect of trauma and Transactional Analysis,” during the conference. 
feel ing of vict imisat ion; i t  also improved ASK is a core member of Psycho-social Support 
communication skills and social relationships of Group (PSG) of Save the Children and contributed to 
clients.    the development of the manual on Basic Counselling 

Twenty counsellors completed a one-year diploma Care for the Care givers, Burnout Management, 
course in counselling, 17 were certified and 15 operational guideline on Case Management and 
completed training on Supervision Skills in Psycho-social Human Resources Directory, published 
counselling. With professional knowledge and skills, in 2011.
senior counsellors extended basic level training and The PSC led universities and hospitals are making 
supervision to different organisations and institutions. an effort to open counselling services in their 
ASK is the only organisation currently offering a respective institutions, and appoint counsellors. Their 
diploma course in Bangladesh. counsellors are receiving continuous professional 

PSC staff facilitated orientations for ASK and other development (CPD) training from ASK. In 2011, Dhaka 
NGO staff, trainee teachers and M Ed students of University established the new department of 
Teachers Training College, Dhaka. 103 personnel Educational and Counselling Psychology, which is an 
were oriented on Self-Awareness, Effective outcome of the PSC program.
Communication and Basic Counselling Skills.

Certificate Awarding Ceremony of Diploma in Counselling (TA & NLP) 2011
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Output 5
Advocacy for law and policy reform

Advocacy for Law and Policy Reform collectors in the city garbage management) to 
ASK's advocacy for law and policy reform to promote recognise and protect these street child workers.
and protect human rights, irrespective of class, caste, The 2010 Human Rights Report was launched at a 
sex, religion, language, age, sexual orientation, has press conference in January 2011. 
been carried out by four units: A comparative study of the last three drafts of the 
• Research seeks to identify the gaps between law National Women Development Policy evaluated the 

and policies with their implementation (Research different provisions that safeguard women's rights. A 
Unit) report  was a lso prepared on 'Crossf i re/  

• Publications, periodicals and commissioned Encounter/Custodial Death by RAB in Kushtia Zila 
articles mobilise public opinion and stimulate (2004-2010)'.
discussions on the need for new laws, 
amendments or policy reform (Publication and Publications
Communication Unit) ASK publishes books, leaflets and periodicals on a 

• Dissemination through mass media (print and range of issues - legal and human rights, governance, 
electronic), alternative media (website, blogs) and democracy. Their dissemination stimulates 

9international forums (Media and International discussions and influences public opinion.
Advocacy Unit)

• Legal advocacy through public interest litigation or Bulletin: A quarterly publication that analyses impact 
lobbying with policy makers (Legal Advocacy and of contemporary laws and policies. In the four issues of 
Policy Reform Unit) Bulletin published this year, the lead stories were:

1. March 2011 issue: Trial of War Criminals and 
Research Unit Violence against Women.
The research Unit compiles and publishes an annual 2. June 2011 issue: Amendment of Constitution.
report on the human rights situation in Bangladesh. Its 3. September 2011 issue: ASK's Silver Jubilee.
research studies are based on primary and/or 4. December 2011 issue: Trial of War Crimes.
secondary data. The research findings are used by In total, 24,000 (Twenty Four Thousand) copies were 
other units and programmes. The Unit serves as a in print.
clearing house for information generated by ASK's 
units,  in part icular the Invest igat ion and Books

ndDocumentation units. United Nations Human Rights Mechanism (2  
edition) 

Progress This year PCU published the second edition of United 
It published a research study, titled 'Quantitative Nations Human Rights Mechanism. This bilingual 
Survey on Rag pickers in Dhaka Metropolitan city' handbook gives an overview of Bangladesh's 
which was commissioned by ASK. The findings of this ratification of UN human rights treaties and its 
research was used by the Child Rights Unit for compliance with submission of reports. It provides 
advocacy with Dhaka City Corporation, urging it to take useful hands-on information on how to use the UN 
measures to protect child garbage collectors from mechanisms effectively for monitoring and reporting.
hazardous work. In the next programme phase, the 

ndChild Rights Unit will initiate a major advocacy Smriti O Kotha-1971 (2  edition)
(Campaign for the recognition of the child garbage This book is the first in the series 'Muktijuddhey Tarao 
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9  See Annex 1 (Table-8) for detail of activities conducted by Publication Unit

25

Chhilen', an outcome of the  'Oral History' Project, and women climate justice from the perspective of 
conducted by Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) to document Bangladesh, Right to Information, Labour Act and 
the stories of ordinary citizens during the nine months women, execution of Bangladeshis in Saudi Arabia 
of our Liberation War. This memoir by Anjali Lahiri and situation of human rights in Bangladesh. 
narrates her experiences of working in the refugee 
camps along the Meghalaya-Sylhet border. Other activities

The Unit has facilitated publication of a hand book on 
rdNarir 71 O Juddha Porobarti Kathya Kahini, (3  stalking titled Nari Uttoktokoroner Protikar o Protirodh 

edition) (Remedy and Prevention to Stalking) and printing 
This is an invaluable documentation of the oral history notebook, calendars, etc.
of 19 women's experiences of violence during 
Bangladesh's war of liberation in 1971. These women Media and International Advocacy Unit (MIA)
were not publicly known, nor were they actively The Media and International Advocacy (MIA) Unit 
engaged in the historical struggle yet the takes ASK's advocacy forward through alternative 
consequences of 1971 has had a deep affect on them. media channels and in international forums. It reports 
Their narration and memories of the violence of rape, to UN Human Rights Mechanisms and informs the 
widowhood and dislocation, reveals a gendered global human rights community on human rights 
history of conflicts and wars. campaigns in Bangladesh. 

Atmaprotikriti:  Asker Pachish bochor (Self-portrait Media Advocacy
25 years of ASK) ASK exchanges with the media  print, electronic and 
A publication on the eve of the Silver Jubilee of ASK, alternative  are interactive.  Not only are ASK's 
this book narrates the development of ASK from its statements and OpEds given space because of their 
birth. Divided in three chapters, it recalls the early days reliability, but its information is used by the media. The 
of ASK, accounts of a few persons who have benefited unit also develops and uploads contents for ASK's 
from its programmes and provides a comprehensive website (www.askbd.org).
description of the activities of different units of ASK.

ndManobir Nishanka Mon (2  edition)
ndThis year PCU published the 2  edition of Manobir 

Nishanka Mon, a research study done by ASK and 
Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML) an 
International Solidarity Network. Written by Sultana 
Kamal, it was first published in 1995.   

Ainer Kotha series
This publication consists of 11 thematic pamphlets with 
simple presentations of different personal, civil and 
criminal laws, ranging from inheritance to divorce, from 
Family Court Ordinance to Law against Oppression of 
Women and Children, from alternative dispute 
resolution to child rights. It explains personal laws of 
Muslim, Hindu and Christians in simple language for 

Progresslay persons.
In 2011, the unit issued 51 press statements on the 
misuse of power by law enforcement agencies, extra-Newspapers Articles
judicial killings, border clashes, CHT, stalking, attack Twenty articles were published in Prothom Alo, 
on journalists, labour unrest, etc. It prepared two Jugantor, Songbad, Somokal and Jonokontho on the 
OpEds titled 'Human Rights situation of Bangladesh following issues: dower, trial of war crimes, violence 
2011  ASK's observation' and 'Home Minister  Control against women, Pornography Regulation Act 2011, 
your agencies' regarding extra-judicial killings. High Court order on stalking, National Policy for 

Three press conferences were organised during Women's Development, amendment of laws on 
the year on 'Lawlessness and Mob Justice', defamation, on Myanmar, evaluation of domestic 
'Celebrating 25 years of ASK' and 'International labour of women, proportional inequality between men 

Launching of Human Rights Report, 2011
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find the cause of deployment of children as street Commitment of Bangladesh to Human Rights in the 
beggars.  The court also directed the police to stop Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the United 
begging with immediate effect.Nations and the Present Scenario'. 

ASK intervened in the case against the direction “to In October 2010, the unit organised a two day-long 
stop begging with immediate effect,” stating that more workshop for journalists on “Preventing Torture within 
than 700,000 persons were engaged in begging in the Fight against Terrorism”.
Dhaka City for their survival. Most of them were 
physically disabled, underage, aged or victims of 

International Advocacy
economic destitution, natural disaster, etc. To stop 

ASK has consultative status with UN ECOSOC and is them from begging without providing alternative 
an active member of several regional and international 

opportunity would mean taking away their right to life 
organisations, with whom it has engaged in several 

and livelihood. The government also submitted a 
advocacy activities at international forums. Apart from 

statement to the effect that, considering the socio-
its membership of international organisations, ASK is 

economic condition of Bangladesh, it would not be 
also active in regional networks such as Asian NGOs 

possible to stop begging in Dhaka city. Begging of poor 
Network on National Institutions (ANNI), Strategic 

people for their survivals is continued. 
Advocacy Working Group on UNHRC, etc.

ASK disseminates information and urgent appeals 
on HR violations to international human rights Right to Protection of Law (Criminal 
organisations such as Amnesty International, Human Miscellaneous Case No. 11847 of 2011)
Rights Watch, Forum Asia and APWLD. College student, Limon Hossain, who was shot from 

close range by RAB personnel and had his left leg 
amputated was implicated in two criminal cases. RAB Progress
accused Limon of being a member of a terrorist group. The UPR Forum handed a memorandum to the 
Some ministers also supported RAB's statements. Secretary of Foreign Affairs on 16 October 2011 
Limon was forcibly released from the hospital in the reviewing the overall human rights situation.  A press 
middle of his treatment and sent to jail. Later, he was conference was held on 13 December 2011 by the 
again sent to the hospital on the Court's order. UPR forum.

In response to a petition filed by ASK, the High The unit monitored the function of NHRC. It wrote 
Court granted Limon bail, and directed the Ministry of an article for NI Watch (Quarterly bulletin of Asian 
Home Affairs to form an impartial enquiry commission. Network of NGOs for National Institutions-ANNI) and 
The misuse of power of the law enforcement agency submitted a report for ANNI Annual Report.
was challenged.ASK responded to global human rights violations 

through solidarity notes, urgent appeals, and 
memoranda on a range of different issues. Suo Motu Rule 15 of 2011 (RAB shoots Lemon)

ASK's statement of grave concern at HR violations The High Court issued a Suo Motu rule against the 
by RAB was endorsed by ANNI members.  RAB's persecution of Limon Hossain. It issued show 

cause notice as to why the government should not be 
Legal Advocacy and Policy Reform Unit directed to hold the members of RAB responsible for 
This Unit seeks to protect the fundamental rights of such illegal action in accordance with the law. ASK 
citizens through Public Interest Litigations (PIL). The appeared as an intervener in the case and filed an 
unit participated in out of court advocacy programmes affidavit, annexing other activities of the RAB that were 
with the government and other like-minded groups. It beyond its authority.
submitted drafts for legal reform to the Law 
Commission and policy recommendations to relevant Writ Petition No. 8523 of 2011 (Bangladeshis in 
forums. It also monitored the domestic application of Foreign Prison)
international instruments and ensured the ASK filed a writ petition on the inaction of the Ministry of 
implementation of positive judgments given in PILs. In Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Home Affairs to 
2011, seven petitions were filed. perform their legal and constitutional duties to bring 

back the 500 Bangladeshi nationals from prison to 
Right to Life (Suo Motu Rule No.01 of 2011) Dammam Jail of Saudi Arabia.
Following a news report of a child, Niamul, who forced The High Court issued show cause to the 
to suffer genital mutilation so that he could be a street concerned Ministries as to why their inaction should 
beggar, the High Court issued a Suo Motu Rule not be declared illegal and why they should not be 
directing the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) to directed to take steps to get the Bangladeshi nationals 
investigate the case; it also urged the Ministry of Home back. As a result, the government has initiated a 
Affairs to form a Committee, excluding the police, to process of bringing them back. 
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Writ Petition No. 6174 of 2011 (Bangladeshis in 2. Government shall record the imposition of corporal 
Indian Prison) punishment upon any student as misconduct in the 

Service Rules.ASK filed a writ petition on the failure of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Home Affairs to 3. Teachers involved in carrying out corporal 
perform their legal and constitutional duties to bring punishment shall be brought under criminal and 
back Bangladeshi nationals who are in different jails in administrative proceedings.
India, despite having served their sentences. As a result, the government issued a circular to all 

The High Court issued to a show cause as to why educational institutions to end corporal punishment 
their failure should not be declared illegal and why the and adopted a policy to prevent corporal punishment. 
respondents should not be directed to take steps to 
bring them back. As a result, the government has Civil Appeal Nos. 593-594 of 2001
started the process of bringing them back. In 2001, two individuals (Muftis) filed an appeal in the 

Appellate Division of the Supreme Court against the 
Writ Petition No. 7401 f 2011 (Road Safety) judgment of the High Court Division declaring all kind 
ASK, with BLAST, BELA and Advocate Z.I Khan, filed a of fatwas illegal. The Appellate Division gave the 
writ petition on the failure of the government to ensure following directives:
the safety of roads and highways in compliance with 1. Fatwa on religious matters may only be given by 
laws; they highlighted that the unsafe roads resulted in qualified persons. Fatwas can only be accepted 
accidents, serious injuries and loss of lives. voluntarily, and any coercion or undue influence in 

The Court directed the government to submit a any form is forbidden.
report on the measures taken to prevent road 2. No person can pronounce fatwa, which violates or 
accidents. The Court also asked the government to affects the rights or reputation or dignity of any 
specify the budget for maintenance, development and person as stated in the law of the land.
improvement of roads and highways in the report. As a 3. No punishment including physical violence and 
result of the Court order, the government has identified mental torture in any form can be imposed or 
the places where frequent road accidents take place inflicted on anybody in pursuance of fatwa. 
and agreed to improve their conditions. The As a result of this appeal, extra-judicial penalty in 
improvement process has been started. the name of fatwa has been recognised as a 

criminal offence. Women can now be protected 
Writ Petition No. 3015 of 2011 from violence in the name of fatwa.
The government formed a cell, “Rehabilitation and 
Alternative Employment Programme for Portion of Material and Data Collection
Population, Engaged in Beggary,” which issued a The Unit jointly with other units conducted 
notification to conduct a survey to identify and classify investigation and collected information on the following 
the beggars in Dhaka city by age groups (from 1 to 12 incidents:
years, 12+ to 50 years and 50 years and above). ASK, • Collected data of 20 street beggars in
along with BLAST, filed a writ petition to the High Court, 

collaboration with the Investigation Unit to explore arguing that this survey would result in the 
their livelihood options and to figure out what classification of infants and minors as beggars in 
factors drive them to beg.official records, depriving them of their identity. In 

• Conducted an investigation on slum eviction in addition, such a survey would also result in the arrest 
and incarceration of any person identified as a beggar, Box Culvert Area at the Kathal Bagan Dhal in 
since begging was an offence under the Dhaka Dhaka city. 
Metropolitan Police Ordinance 1976.  The Court, then, • Conducted an investigation in collaboration with 
issued a Rule Nisi calling upon the government to the Mediation Unit on the eviction of Shahidertek 
show cause as to why the government notification Bosti. 
should not be declared illegal.  • Conducted an investigation in collaboration with 

the Investigation Unit on the shooting of a 
Judgments obtained housewife named Rahima Begum by RAB in 
Writ Petition No. 5684/2010 (Corporal Punishment): Bhoirab area of Kishorgonj District.
In a judgment against the imposition of corporal • Conducted an investigation in collaboration with 
punishment on students in educational institutions, the 

the Investigation Unit on incidents of kidney 
High Court declared all kinds of corporal punishment 

transfers of poor people of Jaypurhat in exchange illegal and issued the following directions: 
of money. 1. The government shall issue a circulation to all 

educational institutions to stop corporal 
punishment of students.
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SK's Investigation and Documentation units As planned, the Investigation Unit upgraded the 
jointly work for transparency and accountability skill and knowledge of 52 human right defenders Aof public institutions. Investigative reports, (including 20 women) on HR fact-finding and 

documents, statistical data or information related to reporting. They are now engaged in monitoring and 
human rights violations/situation/issues are essential investigating HRVs in their respective areas in several 
for remedial actions such as litigation, mediation, districts. The Unit sent appeals on 165 incidents, 
research, advocacy or lobbying/campaign to promote including 58 investigated by ASK, to appropriate 
and protect human rights. authorities to initiate proper action or legal redress.

The following strategies and activities help the The Unit also participated in seminars or 
Investigation Unit to achieve its objectives: discussions with journalists, police officers and 
• Observe HR situation. maintained effective network with local and national 
• Conduct Investigation, NGOs defending human rights. 
• Build alliances with Human Rights Defenders; The Documentat ion Unit  scanned and 
• Organise and conduct Fact Finding Training documented news clippings related to human rights 
• Create pressure on public institutions to take action violation and prepared 474 cumulative charts, 

against HRs violations statistical tables and reports on HR Violations. Besides 
The Documentation Unit works in collaboration with ASK staff, external users also regularly use the 
the Investigation Unit to monitor the human rights resources of the Unit. 2,077 persons benefited directly 
situation in Bangladesh by compiling newspaper from the activities of the ASK Documentation Unit. It 
clippings on HR violations, legislative changes, maintains a unique database with CDS/ISIS. Thus, a 
current affairs and governance issues and maintaining well-equipped HRS Resource Centre is functioning 
digital archives. properly.

10Progress 
In 2011, the Investigation Unit conducted fact-finding 
into 101 incidents of human rights violations. During 
these investigations, the Unit staff visited the places of 
occurrence and interviewed witnesses, victims, 
suspects, police or other government officials, local 
persons, to collect relevant information/ evidence and 
documents for remedial/follow up action. The Forum 
members (HRDF) investigated and sent reports of 58 
incidents of HR violations from 15 districts. They also 
mobilised various types of community responses 
against such incidents, including organising human 
chains and protests followed by memorandum to 
relevant government agencies. 

The Unit organised 15 meetings with HRDFs in 15 
districts along with journalists, professionals and other 
HR defenders in order to urge them to monitor, 
investigate and mobilise community responses 
against HR violations in their respective areas.
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Output 6
Transparency and accountability of public institutions

10  See Annex 1 (Table-9 and 10) for detail of activities conducted by Investigation Unit.

Human rights violations Investigated in 2011

Output 7
Building capacity of human rights defenders 

 he Training Unit offers courses to build the and one “Refresher Course” for PNGO staff to 
capacity of human rights defenders. These increase their knowledge on gender, human rights and Tcourses were offered not only to its own staff, legal aid. In addition, six trainings on HR, WR, VAW 

but also to PNGOs, CBOS and human rights theatre and legal issues were conducted for CLAG members 
teams in different districts. The purpose of these who realised through these trainings, that they could 
courses is to transform knowledge into action, thereby play a very important role in establishing the rights of 
fostering community activism and enabling human women. They were also motivated to stop domestic 
rights defenders to protect people's rights. violence.   

The Training Unit conducted a total 65 training A total of 17 trainings on gender, family law and 
courses for PNGOs and CBOs. In addition, two CRC were conducted for group members and clients of 
training courses were conducted upon request from FLS and HWH unit.  
different like-minded organisations. The training Six capacity building events were conducted for 
programmes have significantly raised participants' ASK staff. In addition, four training events were 
consciousness of human rights and social justice and organised on mediation, legal intervention, 
enhanced their capacity to intervene in instances of communication and facilitation and gender relation 
HR violations and violence. Twenty non-residential analysis. Besides, as per the assessment of DANIDA, 
trainings were conducted by the Training Unit for CBO a modular course for ASK staff members was 
members and women's groups on human rights, legal conducted by Capacity Building Services Group 
issues, gender and leadership and management.  (CBSG). This course enhanced the capacity of the 

It organised one training on “HR monitoring and staff on management skil ls, project cycle 
11Fact finding”, facilitated by the Investigation Unit to management, monitoring and report writing.

enhance the capacity of PNGO staff on fact finding, 

11  See Annex 1 (Table- 11 and 12) for detail of activities conducted by Training Unit
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Paralegal Training for PNG's staff
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Output 8
Effective institutional management 

SK's institutional development activities are and feedback. PME staff also tried to evaluate the 
managed by three strategically important units  organization's collaboration with PNGOs and other AAdministration, Accounts and Finance and partners, their monitoring mechanisms and reporting 

Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation (PME) units. systems  and the impact of these programmes. 
They ensure the smooth functioning of the 
organisation.  

Twenty five years celebration 
ASK celebrated twenty five years of its contribution to A. Administration Unit (ADMIN) 
the promotion and protection of human rights in The Administration Unit (ADMIN) provides logistical 
Bangladesh on 23 and 24 September 2011. Sunila support for the smooth running of the organisation.  It 
Abeysekera, an international award winning human meets all legal and reporting requirements demanded 
rights defender from Sri Lanka was invited as keynote by the government, donors, and the organisation 

ASK's Executive Committee. It looks after all speaker. ASK's founder member Barrister Amirul Islam 
infrastructural and personnel management.  chaired the discussion held on 23 September. On 24 

September a cultural programme highlighting various 
B. Accounts & Finance Unit (ACFIN) 

aspects of HR values was organized at Rabindra 
The Accounts & Finance Unit (ACFIN) manages ASK's Sarovar, Dhaka.
finances. It prepares budgets, manages payroll, funds 
implementing programmes, and pays for services, 

Progressequipment supplies and insurance. 
ASK submitted its five year programme proposal 

C. Planning, Monitoring & Evaluation Unit (PME) (2012-2016) to donors and later to NGOAB.
The Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit (PME) is • Annual staff retreat was held on 21-23 October, 
responsible for preparing project proposals, monitoring 2011 in Bogra. 
programme activities of different units and providing • Purchase policy was reviewed and operationalised.
feedback, liaising with donors, preparing reports, • An annual consortium meeting was organised in 
providing logistic support to evaluation exercises, 

April 2011.developing formats for programme monitoring, 
• The Annual Report 2010 was prepared for the supervising and monitoring the use and performance 

organisation and for donor partners.of its MIS system. 
• Six-monthly project progress reports 2011 were 

prepared and sent to donor partners.Progress 
• A project completion report was prepared for the Human resource Development 

NETZ funded project.ASK staff attended 43 national and 11 international 
trainings/workshops/ seminars/ meetings/ study circle, • Indicator wise monitoring report for Danida was 
etc. To enhance the professional capacity of ASK staff, prepared on a half yearly basis. 
the Administrative Unit initiated 6 trainings in 2011, in • Activity reports were prepared and presented to 
which 129 (male-49 and female-80) staff participated. Executive Committee meetings. 

External consultants of Danida provided short term TA Develop/ update programme management system
for professional Management Development courses Set up/ implement management information 
on Functional Management and Participatory system (MIS)
Management Style, Participatory Project design and Implementation and refinement of MIS is ongoing and 
Planning and Monitoring and reporting for mid-level the PME unit is supervising the tasks.
management team of ASK. They also conducted a 

Monitoring and Evaluation of Field Programme review of organisational structuring and proposed a 
new format. They also suggested to revising and By visiting different working areas of ASK, PME unit 
updating the Financial Management Manual of ASK. observed its programmes and provided suggestions 

ASK Annual Report 201130

TABLE 1 : Human Rights Awareness

Bidyalay Natyo dal (BNAD)

31

Activity Tables

Annexure - I

Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure
Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure
Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure
Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure Annexure

ASK Annual Report 2011

Sl No Activity Event Female Male Total  
1 6 days (residential) course on HR, 

Gender, Theatre, Music, Life Ski lls, 
Leadership, etc. for teachers and students 

2 9 21 30 

2 Organise study session in schools  21 381 228 609 
3 Workshop on drama production for 

BNAD. (3 days, non residential) 
40 761 376 1,137 

4 Assistance in issue based drama 
presentation by BNAD 

202 29,000 37,920 66,920 

5 Assistance for observing national and 
international days by BNAD 

50 9,357 11,003 20,360 

6 Provide assistance in publish wall 
magazines by BNAD 

98 - - - 

7 Organise national wall magazine festival  1 4,000 6,000 10,000 
8 Organise inter school debate and cultural 

competition  
10 4,140 2,400 6,540 

9 Organise annual performance evaluation 
session (Award) 

10 5,710 3,470 9,180 

10 National conference of teachers (2 days) 1 16 62 78 

 

Sl No. Activity Event Female Male Total  
1 6 days TOT (residential) on Theatre for MNP and 

other cultural organizations 
1 2 20 22 

2 3 day non- residential course on Law and 
Advocacy, Refresher course. 

4 17 85 102 

3 Workshop on Issue Based Drama Production for 
MNP and other cultural organizations in Upazillas 
(3 days) 

10 40 203 243 

4 Workshop on Issue Based Drama Production for 
MNP and other cultural organisations in Unions 
(4 days) 

76 197 1,364 1,561 

5 Assistance to MNPs for celebrating different days  54 15,219 22,723 37,942 
6 Assistance in organising annual HR theatre 

festival and folk theatre 
9 9,050 15,900 24,950 

7 Organise Dhaka based events 7 4,000 5,000 9,000 
8 Organise National HR theatre festival  1 9,300 20,000 29,300 
9 Assistance for rehearsal and drama presentation  537 108,868 206,704 315,572 
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TABLE 2: Target and Achievements of Gender and Social Justice Program

Sl. No Activities Target Achievements 
PNGOs and Units 
1 Training on Gender Relations Analysis  1 1 
2 Workshop on Human Rights and Legal Issues  10 3 
3 Working Meetings, Operational Planning meetings, 

Networking meetings with other local NGOs etc  
21 21 

MSP 
1 Monthly Union, thana and other Meetings  561 566 
2 Legal Camps 100 100 
3 Conference on HR situation  1 1 
4 Training on Gender and Legal Issues  11 12 
5 Dialogue with the victims on Salish Decisions  10 10 
6 Documentation of Human rights Violations  - 133 
7 Participate in Salish - 259 
8 Take victims to thana, hospital, court etc  - 63 
9 Submit memorandum to different authorities  - 9 
MNS 
1 Monthly Union, thana and other Meetings 1200 1200 
2 Workshops with the salishkers of the unions  10 11 
3 Conference on Women Rights Situation  1 1 
4 Training on Gender and Legal Issues 10 10 
5 Participate in salish - 79 
6 Observe Domestic Violence - 16 
7 Take victims to thana  - 58 
MAP 
1 By Monthly Meetings 60 59 
2 Study Circle on Gender and Discriminatory Laws 10 9 
3 Meeting of Central Committee 1 1 
4 Attend Legal camps 100 100 
5 Lawyers Files cases under Govt Legal aid Fund  - 42 
UNIT 
1 Unit Meeting  12 12 
2 Issue Based Discussion  - 3 
3 Training on Gender Relations Analy sis - - 
4 Field Visit to conduct and supervise program  12 12 
5 Produce Work calendar  1 1 

 

TABLE 3: Status of new complaints received by MRRU in 2011

Sl. No Complaints Total  
Family related problems 
1 Child Custody 25 
2 Child maintenance  25 
3 Desertion 245 
4 Divorce 61 
5 Dower 13 
6 Dowry 29 
7 Ensuring visiting rights 2 
8 Extra marital relation 7 
9 Maintenance of  wife  43 
10 Mal adjustment  11 
11 Others 10 
12 Shelter less 3 

Sub Total  474 
Violence related problems / Disputes 
13 Assault/Battery 327 
14 Cheating/Fraudulence 1 
15 Child marriage 2 
16 Forceful marriage 2 
17 Illegal arrest 1 
18 Illegal captivity 13 
19 Kidnapping 4 
20 Mental torture 23 
21 Missing 15 
22 Murder 11 
23 Other 27 
24 Polygamy 78 
25 Rape 7 
26 Safe custody 1 
 Sub Total  512 
Employment related disputes 
27 Other 1 

Sub Total  1 
Grand Total  987 
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TABLE 2: Target and Achievements of Gender and Social Justice Program

Sl. No Activities Target Achievements 
PNGOs and Units 
1 Training on Gender Relations Analysis  1 1 
2 Workshop on Human Rights and Legal Issues  10 3 
3 Working Meetings, Operational Planning meetings, 

Networking meetings with other local NGOs etc  
21 21 

MSP 
1 Monthly Union, thana and other Meetings  561 566 
2 Legal Camps 100 100 
3 Conference on HR situation  1 1 
4 Training on Gender and Legal Issues  11 12 
5 Dialogue with the victims on Salish Decisions  10 10 
6 Documentation of Human rights Violations  - 133 
7 Participate in Salish - 259 
8 Take victims to thana, hospital, court etc  - 63 
9 Submit memorandum to different authorities  - 9 
MNS 
1 Monthly Union, thana and other Meetings 1200 1200 
2 Workshops with the salishkers of the unions  10 11 
3 Conference on Women Rights Situation  1 1 
4 Training on Gender and Legal Issues 10 10 
5 Participate in salish - 79 
6 Observe Domestic Violence - 16 
7 Take victims to thana  - 58 
MAP 
1 By Monthly Meetings 60 59 
2 Study Circle on Gender and Discriminatory Laws 10 9 
3 Meeting of Central Committee 1 1 
4 Attend Legal camps 100 100 
5 Lawyers Files cases under Govt Legal aid Fund  - 42 
UNIT 
1 Unit Meeting  12 12 
2 Issue Based Discussion  - 3 
3 Training on Gender Relations Analy sis - - 
4 Field Visit to conduct and supervise program  12 12 
5 Produce Work calendar  1 1 

 

TABLE 3: Status of new complaints received by MRRU in 2011

Sl. No Complaints Total  
Family related problems 
1 Child Custody 25 
2 Child maintenance  25 
3 Desertion 245 
4 Divorce 61 
5 Dower 13 
6 Dowry 29 
7 Ensuring visiting rights 2 
8 Extra marital relation 7 
9 Maintenance of  wife  43 
10 Mal adjustment  11 
11 Others 10 
12 Shelter less 3 

Sub Total  474 
Violence related problems / Disputes 
13 Assault/Battery 327 
14 Cheating/Fraudulence 1 
15 Child marriage 2 
16 Forceful marriage 2 
17 Illegal arrest 1 
18 Illegal captivity 13 
19 Kidnapping 4 
20 Mental torture 23 
21 Missing 15 
22 Murder 11 
23 Other 27 
24 Polygamy 78 
25 Rape 7 
26 Safe custody 1 
 Sub Total  512 
Employment related disputes 
27 Other 1 

Sub Total  1 
Grand Total  987 
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TABLE 4: Litigation Unit in 2011 TABLE 5: Activities of Outreach unit in 2011

Cases Conduct in Court by Staff Lawyers and 
Panel Lawyers in 2007  2011 and Applicable Laws  

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

STAFF LAWYERS  
The Family Courts Ordinance-1985 109 103 108 118 99 
Nari o Shishu Nirjatan Daman Bishes Ain -2000/2003 25 35 29 33 31 
Penal Code-1861 31 38 11 15 21 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police Ordinance-1976 2 0 0 0 0 
Code of Criminal Procedure-1898 2 2 4 6 2 
Dowry Prohibition Act-1980 7 0 0 0 0 
Guardian and Wards Act -1890 3 6 4 10 2 
Acid Aparadh Daman Ain-2002 0 5 1 1 0 
Civil Suit  0 2 0 0 0 
Bangladesh Labour Law 2006 0 0 4 0 0 
Negotiable Instrument Act-1881 Amended 2006 0 0 0 1 0 
Hindu Married Women Right to Separate 0 0 0 1 2 
Certificate Case 0 0 0 1 0 
Arms Act 0 0 0 1 1 
Title Suit  0 0 0 1 0 
Domestic Violence (resistance and protection) Act  0 0 0 0 1 
Code of Civil Procedure 0 0 0 0 2 
The Vagrancy Act, 1943  (Bengal Act) 0 0 0 0 2 
Druto Bichar Adalat Ain  0 0 0 0 1 

Total  179 191 162 188 164 
PANEL LAWYERS  
Criminal Appeal 8 6 4 2 8 
Criminal Miscellaneous 2 7 2 5 5 
Criminal Revision 0 1 2 1 1 
Civil Revision 10 1 1 0 6 
Civil Appeal  0 1 0 0 0 
Labour Law 0 4 1 3 0 
Jail Appeal  1 0 0 0 0 
Writ 0 0 0 3 0 

Total  21 20 10 14 20 

 

_
ACTIVITY Events Participants 

ESTABLISHING/OPERATIONALISING LEGAL AID CLINICS Planned Actual Female Male Total 
% 

Female 

Assist PNGOs to organize & implement the prog ram 72 72 - - - - 
Assist PNGOs to organize & implement the program  in 
Bogra 

36 36 - - - - 

Registration of clients seeking legal aid by PNGO staff at 
clinics 

200 328 292 36 328 89% 

Registration of clients at Bogra 360 651 611 40 651 94% 
Convene & Conduct Mediation by paralegal worker under 
supervision of ASK 

100 123 214 312 526 41% 

Convene & Conduct Mediation by PNGO staff at Bogra As per 
need 

365 625 835 1460 43% 

TRAINING (WORKSHOPS, COURSES, DISCUSSIONS) 

Orientation training on Legal Aid procedure 6 days at 
Dhaka 

1 1 9 20 29 31% 

Training on Gender, Human Rights, Good Governance, 
CEDAW and OP, Child Rights, Advocacy for PNGO Staff 
& others  (3 days) at Bogra 

4 4 46 56 102 46% 

Refreshers course on paralegal training  1 1 14 17 31 46% 
Refreshers course on paralegal training at Bogra 1 1 12 16 28 43% 
Follow up of training at Bogra 4 4 48 50 98 49% 
Orientation on Basic in Counselling  5 5 46 48 94 49% 
Training on Gender Relation Analysis  1 1 12 14 26 46% 
Resource Development in Psychosocial Counselling  2 2 5 5 10 50% 

Client workshops  30 34 407 127 534 77% 
Client workshops at Bogra 30 33 788 50 838 94% 
Court yard meeting at Bogra 90 92 4560 1740 6300 73% 
Day Observe national level 60 60 11500 9004 20504 56% 
Issue based discussions 19 19 2124 2367 4491 48% 
Issue based discussions with students at Bogra 15 15 700 800 1500 47% 
Legal camp at Bogra 36 36 385 260 645 60% 
ADVOCACY EVENTS  
Organize day long advocacy workshop with local Bar on 
High Court's judgment implemented in lower court 

3 3 68 178 246 28% 

Annual Workshop on legal aid for districts level panel 
lawyers to sensitise on human rights lawyering 

1 1 21 50 71 30% 

Organize day long advocacy workshop on Human Rights 
with govt. officials 

3 3 68 178 246 28% 

Workshop with different NGOs on different issues 1 3 23 99 122 19% 
Organize day long advocacy workshop on Women Rights 
with govt. officials in Bogra 

6 7 198 329 527 38% 

Media Advocacy (Press statements, Press release, Writer 
up etc) on Women Rights issues at Bogra 

3 3 40 90 130 31% 

Organize legal awareness workshop for grass-root people 60 232 5555 1229 6784 82% 
Meeting with Union Parishad members on women rights 
issue at Bogra 

18 18 193 607 800 24% 

LITIGATION 
Conduct cases (Panel Lawyers activity) 50 77 72 5 77 94% 
Conduct cases (Panel Lawyers activity) at Bogra 36 39 39 - - 100% 
Legal Notice (Through Legal Aid Clinic) 36 39 - - - - 
Rapid response to HRV at district level 60 143 144 - - 100% 
OTHERS 
Recover Dower and Maintenance by Salish & Court Cases - 43, 07,289/- - - 100% 
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TABLE 4: Litigation Unit in 2011 TABLE 5: Activities of Outreach unit in 2011

Cases Conduct in Court by Staff Lawyers and 
Panel Lawyers in 2007  2011 and Applicable Laws  

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

STAFF LAWYERS  
The Family Courts Ordinance-1985 109 103 108 118 99 
Nari o Shishu Nirjatan Daman Bishes Ain -2000/2003 25 35 29 33 31 
Penal Code-1861 31 38 11 15 21 
Dhaka Metropolitan Police Ordinance-1976 2 0 0 0 0 
Code of Criminal Procedure-1898 2 2 4 6 2 
Dowry Prohibition Act-1980 7 0 0 0 0 
Guardian and Wards Act -1890 3 6 4 10 2 
Acid Aparadh Daman Ain-2002 0 5 1 1 0 
Civil Suit  0 2 0 0 0 
Bangladesh Labour Law 2006 0 0 4 0 0 
Negotiable Instrument Act-1881 Amended 2006 0 0 0 1 0 
Hindu Married Women Right to Separate 0 0 0 1 2 
Certificate Case 0 0 0 1 0 
Arms Act 0 0 0 1 1 
Title Suit  0 0 0 1 0 
Domestic Violence (resistance and protection) Act  0 0 0 0 1 
Code of Civil Procedure 0 0 0 0 2 
The Vagrancy Act, 1943  (Bengal Act) 0 0 0 0 2 
Druto Bichar Adalat Ain  0 0 0 0 1 

Total  179 191 162 188 164 
PANEL LAWYERS  
Criminal Appeal 8 6 4 2 8 
Criminal Miscellaneous 2 7 2 5 5 
Criminal Revision 0 1 2 1 1 
Civil Revision 10 1 1 0 6 
Civil Appeal  0 1 0 0 0 
Labour Law 0 4 1 3 0 
Jail Appeal  1 0 0 0 0 
Writ 0 0 0 3 0 

Total  21 20 10 14 20 

 

_
ACTIVITY Events Participants 

ESTABLISHING/OPERATIONALISING LEGAL AID CLINICS Planned Actual Female Male Total 
% 

Female 

Assist PNGOs to organize & implement the prog ram 72 72 - - - - 
Assist PNGOs to organize & implement the program  in 
Bogra 

36 36 - - - - 

Registration of clients seeking legal aid by PNGO staff at 
clinics 

200 328 292 36 328 89% 

Registration of clients at Bogra 360 651 611 40 651 94% 
Convene & Conduct Mediation by paralegal worker under 
supervision of ASK 

100 123 214 312 526 41% 

Convene & Conduct Mediation by PNGO staff at Bogra As per 
need 

365 625 835 1460 43% 

TRAINING (WORKSHOPS, COURSES, DISCUSSIONS) 

Orientation training on Legal Aid procedure 6 days at 
Dhaka 

1 1 9 20 29 31% 

Training on Gender, Human Rights, Good Governance, 
CEDAW and OP, Child Rights, Advocacy for PNGO Staff 
& others  (3 days) at Bogra 

4 4 46 56 102 46% 

Refreshers course on paralegal training  1 1 14 17 31 46% 
Refreshers course on paralegal training at Bogra 1 1 12 16 28 43% 
Follow up of training at Bogra 4 4 48 50 98 49% 
Orientation on Basic in Counselling  5 5 46 48 94 49% 
Training on Gender Relation Analysis  1 1 12 14 26 46% 
Resource Development in Psychosocial Counselling  2 2 5 5 10 50% 

Client workshops  30 34 407 127 534 77% 
Client workshops at Bogra 30 33 788 50 838 94% 
Court yard meeting at Bogra 90 92 4560 1740 6300 73% 
Day Observe national level 60 60 11500 9004 20504 56% 
Issue based discussions 19 19 2124 2367 4491 48% 
Issue based discussions with students at Bogra 15 15 700 800 1500 47% 
Legal camp at Bogra 36 36 385 260 645 60% 
ADVOCACY EVENTS  
Organize day long advocacy workshop with local Bar on 
High Court's judgment implemented in lower court 

3 3 68 178 246 28% 

Annual Workshop on legal aid for districts level panel 
lawyers to sensitise on human rights lawyering 

1 1 21 50 71 30% 

Organize day long advocacy workshop on Human Rights 
with govt. officials 

3 3 68 178 246 28% 

Workshop with different NGOs on different issues 1 3 23 99 122 19% 
Organize day long advocacy workshop on Women Rights 
with govt. officials in Bogra 

6 7 198 329 527 38% 

Media Advocacy (Press statements, Press release, Writer 
up etc) on Women Rights issues at Bogra 

3 3 40 90 130 31% 

Organize legal awareness workshop for grass-root people 60 232 5555 1229 6784 82% 
Meeting with Union Parishad members on women rights 
issue at Bogra 

18 18 193 607 800 24% 

LITIGATION 
Conduct cases (Panel Lawyers activity) 50 77 72 5 77 94% 
Conduct cases (Panel Lawyers activity) at Bogra 36 39 39 - - 100% 
Legal Notice (Through Legal Aid Clinic) 36 39 - - - - 
Rapid response to HRV at district level 60 143 144 - - 100% 
OTHERS 
Recover Dower and Maintenance by Salish & Court Cases - 43, 07,289/- - - 100% 
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TABLE 6: Activities of Child Rights Unit in 2011

SL. No Name Age Occupation GPA 
1 Suma Rani 12 Handicraft 4.83 
2 Tania  12 Handicraft 4.17 
3 Fahima 12 Domestic Worker 4.08 
4 Shorif 11 Fish seller 3.75 
5 Liza 12 Domestic Worker 3.67 
6 Azifa 12 Handicraft 3.66 
7 Ujjol 11 Vegetable cleaner  3.58 
8 Farjahan 13 Handicraft 3.58 
9 Shorif 13 Hawker 3.33 
10 Bristi 12 Handicraft 3.33 
11 Sonia 12 Domestic Worker 3.25 
12 Prianka Rani 12 Handicap 3.25 
13 Arif 12 Shop Assistant 3.25 
14 Anjuman 12 Handicraft 3.17 
15 Bijoy 12 Shop Assistant 2.92 
16 Alahi 12 Hawker 2.54 
17 Bonih 13 Domestic Worker 2.41 
18 Doli 12 Handicraft 2.33 

 

Achievement 
Activities / Sub Activities 

Event Girls Boys Total  
Registration     
Working children - 623 928 1551 
Domestic worker - 11682 4451 16133 
Mymensingh: Direct service     
Non formal education - 603 497 1100 
Pre school - 560 498 1058 
Vocational 6 116 48 168 
Advocacy     
Introduce registration system at UP 8 9729 1464 11193  
Job placement  22 - 22 
Awareness     
Parents meeting/workshop 264 731 39 770 
Employers meeting/workshop 1 - 19 19 
Networking meeting 12 142 266 408 
Meeting with UP 8 199 175 374 
Dhaka and outside: Direct service     
Provide literacy learning - 3656 1594 5250 
Indoor/outside workshop 436 3107 1612 4719 
Arrange newspaper assembly 515 2522 2497 4979 
Enrolment to other school - 239 266 505 
Vocational training 12 1047 595 1542 
Provide first aid & medicine - 2112 1505 3617 
Buy/cook food - 24800 23647 48447 
Buy warm cloth - 236 201 437 
Provide counselling - 208 135 343 
Provide legal aid - 76 8 84 
Arrange art class 108 1946 1731 3671 
Participate in art competition  6 21 15 41 
Prepare creative production 500 - - - 
Arrange excursion 2 3388 912 4300 
Drama in festival observation 4 90 95 185 
Children gathering  - 3414 928 4342 
Print Srijonshil Magazine 4 - - - 
Advocacy 
National child domestic worker convention - - - - 
Meeting with ward commissioner  12 100 150 250 
Meeting with Mayor - - - - 
Meeting on code of conduct - 5000 6000 11000 
Area based survey on CDW 5 1000 250 1250 
Meeting with middle class children on CDW 20 5600 1400 7000 
Encourage good practice 4 - - - 
Awareness 
Parents meeting/workshop 152 4683 1234 5917 
Employers meeting / workshop 120 1604 1268 2872 
Community meeting/gathering/discussion 18 367 236 603 
Rally - - - - 
Meeting with teacher  3 45 28 73 

 

HALF WAY HOME  

Accommodation (bed days) 199 clients 

Meals (clients) 199 clients 

Medical treatment (clients) 143 clients 

Clothing (clients) 101 clients 

Psycho-social counselling (clients) 274 clients 

Vocational training (clients)  73 clients 

Referrals to other organizations for additional assistance,  
e.g. long-term stay at shelters (clients) 

10 clients 

SUPPORT TO LEGAL AID CLINICS   

HR orientation workshops for clients Workshops=24 
Participant=346 

HR training workshops for group leaders of NGOs Training=18 
Participant=360 

Medical assistance (clients) 19 clients 

Food & Transport to clients (clients) 114 clients 

No, of legal notices served 299 legal notice 

Follow-up of mediation agreements (clients) 253 clients 
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TABLE 6: Activities of Child Rights Unit in 2011

SL. No Name Age Occupation GPA 
1 Suma Rani 12 Handicraft 4.83 
2 Tania  12 Handicraft 4.17 
3 Fahima 12 Domestic Worker 4.08 
4 Shorif 11 Fish seller 3.75 
5 Liza 12 Domestic Worker 3.67 
6 Azifa 12 Handicraft 3.66 
7 Ujjol 11 Vegetable cleaner  3.58 
8 Farjahan 13 Handicraft 3.58 
9 Shorif 13 Hawker 3.33 
10 Bristi 12 Handicraft 3.33 
11 Sonia 12 Domestic Worker 3.25 
12 Prianka Rani 12 Handicap 3.25 
13 Arif 12 Shop Assistant 3.25 
14 Anjuman 12 Handicraft 3.17 
15 Bijoy 12 Shop Assistant 2.92 
16 Alahi 12 Hawker 2.54 
17 Bonih 13 Domestic Worker 2.41 
18 Doli 12 Handicraft 2.33 

 

Achievement 
Activities / Sub Activities 

Event Girls Boys Total  
Registration     
Working children - 623 928 1551 
Domestic worker - 11682 4451 16133 
Mymensingh: Direct service     
Non formal education - 603 497 1100 
Pre school - 560 498 1058 
Vocational 6 116 48 168 
Advocacy     
Introduce registration system at UP 8 9729 1464 11193  
Job placement  22 - 22 
Awareness     
Parents meeting/workshop 264 731 39 770 
Employers meeting/workshop 1 - 19 19 
Networking meeting 12 142 266 408 
Meeting with UP 8 199 175 374 
Dhaka and outside: Direct service     
Provide literacy learning - 3656 1594 5250 
Indoor/outside workshop 436 3107 1612 4719 
Arrange newspaper assembly 515 2522 2497 4979 
Enrolment to other school - 239 266 505 
Vocational training 12 1047 595 1542 
Provide first aid & medicine - 2112 1505 3617 
Buy/cook food - 24800 23647 48447 
Buy warm cloth - 236 201 437 
Provide counselling - 208 135 343 
Provide legal aid - 76 8 84 
Arrange art class 108 1946 1731 3671 
Participate in art competition  6 21 15 41 
Prepare creative production 500 - - - 
Arrange excursion 2 3388 912 4300 
Drama in festival observation 4 90 95 185 
Children gathering  - 3414 928 4342 
Print Srijonshil Magazine 4 - - - 
Advocacy 
National child domestic worker convention - - - - 
Meeting with ward commissioner  12 100 150 250 
Meeting with Mayor - - - - 
Meeting on code of conduct - 5000 6000 11000 
Area based survey on CDW 5 1000 250 1250 
Meeting with middle class children on CDW 20 5600 1400 7000 
Encourage good practice 4 - - - 
Awareness 
Parents meeting/workshop 152 4683 1234 5917 
Employers meeting / workshop 120 1604 1268 2872 
Community meeting/gathering/discussion 18 367 236 603 
Rally - - - - 
Meeting with teacher  3 45 28 73 

 

HALF WAY HOME  

Accommodation (bed days) 199 clients 

Meals (clients) 199 clients 

Medical treatment (clients) 143 clients 

Clothing (clients) 101 clients 

Psycho-social counselling (clients) 274 clients 

Vocational training (clients)  73 clients 

Referrals to other organizations for additional assistance,  
e.g. long-term stay at shelters (clients) 

10 clients 

SUPPORT TO LEGAL AID CLINICS   

HR orientation workshops for clients Workshops=24 
Participant=346 

HR training workshops for group leaders of NGOs Training=18 
Participant=360 

Medical assistance (clients) 19 clients 

Food & Transport to clients (clients) 114 clients 

No, of legal notices served 299 legal notice 

Follow-up of mediation agreements (clients) 253 clients 
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TABLE 8: Publications & other activities of Publication and Communication Unit in 2011

TABLE 9: Activities Targeted and Achieved in 2011 (Investigation Unit)

Activities Target Achievement 
Investigations conducted  by own staff  80 101 
Investigations conducted by local HR Defenders forums 75 58 
Meetings of human Rights Defenders Forum attended  5 15 
Conducted Training in Fact Finding Methods (3 days)  2 2 
Conducted Orientation in Fact Finding (day long) 
(Unplanned activities) 

0 3 

Follow-up visits to districts 36 40 
Letters of appeal to authorities 160 161 
Referred for Action (Advocacy/Litigation)  52 50 
Lobbing & campaign (press conference)  1 1 

 

TABLE 10: Human Rights Violations investigated in 2011 & Follow-Up

Title 
Periodicals, Books, 

Pamphlets 
Language Description Status (Dec-2011) 

Bulletin Bangla 
 

Quarterly Publication. Published-March, June, September and 
December 2011 

United Nations Human 
Rights Mechanism  
(2

nd
 edition) 

Bilingual 
 

Handbook on information on 
how to use the UN mechanisms 
effectively through monitoring 
and reporting.  

Published- May 2011 

Smriti O Kotha-1971 
(2

nd
 edition) 

Bangla 
 

Anjali Lahiris memories of her 
experiences in the refugee 
camps along the Meghalya-
Sylhet border. 

Published- August 2011  

Narir 71 o Juddha 
Poroborti Kathya 
Kahini (3

rd
 Edition) 

Bangla 
 

Documentation of the oral 
history of 19 womens 
experience of violence during 
Bangladesh war of liberation in 
1971. 

Published- August 2011  

Atamaprotikriti: Ask-er 
Pachish bochor 

Bangla 
 

Publication on the eve of silver 
jubilee of ASK. 

Published- September 2011 

Manobir Nishanka Mon 
(2

nd
 edition)  

Bangla 
 

This is research based 
publication written by Sultana 
Kamal. 

Published- December 2011 

Ain-er Kotha (about 
laws) 

Bangla 
 

Handbook on family laws 
consisting of stand-alone 
booklets on specific laws and 
implication for women. Booklets 
updated or reprinted as needed. 
Extensively used by ASK units 
and other NGOs.  

Eleven issues of Ainer Kotha Printed 
(Hindu Paribarik Ain, Paribarik Adalot 
Addhadesh, Denmohor, Talak, 
Abhibhabakotta o Voronposhan, 
Christian Paribarik Ain, Muslim ain e 
Bibaho, Muslim Uttaradhiker Ain, Salishi, 
Ain e Shishu Prashanga, Nari o shishu 
nirzatan daman ain 2000).   

20 Articles Bangla For detail please refer page 27 Prothom Alo-2, Janakantha-8, Sangbad-
8, Samakal-2 

2 Workshops with 
journalist/bulletin 
readers/law students/ 
lawyers 

- - - 

 

Referred for Action 
Subject 

Completed 
LAU Adv 

Appeal to 
Authority 

Media 
Article 

STATE VIOLENCE       
Death in Crossfire  (RAB/ POLICE )  12 4 6 11 2 
Custodial Death by Police & RAB  6 - 1 4 1 
Physical Torture by Police & RAB  8 - 2 5 1 
Abduction Followed by Death 12 - 2 7 - 
Missing  8 3 - 6 - 
VAW      
Unnatural death of domestic 
worker/suicide 

1 1 - - - 

Provoked to suicide young girl 3 3 2 2 - 
Physical torture  3 1 - 2 - 
Rape 4 2 - - - 

Fatwa  5 3 5 5 - 
ATTACKS ON MINORITIES       
Hindu Community 4 1 - 2 - 
Adibashi People 3 - - 2 1 
CHILDREN      
Unnatural death of domestic maid  2 1 - - - 
INSTITUTIONAL VIOLENCE      
Garments 4 3 - 1 - 
Medical negligence 3 1 3 1 - 

Safe Blood Transfusion 3 - 2 - - 

Migration worker rights 4 - - - - 

Slum 4 4 3 - - 

OTHERS      

Political clash  3 - - 2 - 
Killing by Mob  4 - 4 4 1 
Miscellaneous 5 4 3 4 2 

TOTAL 101 31 33 58 8 
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TABLE 8: Publications & other activities of Publication and Communication Unit in 2011

TABLE 9: Activities Targeted and Achieved in 2011 (Investigation Unit)

Activities Target Achievement 
Investigations conducted  by own staff  80 101 
Investigations conducted by local HR Defenders forums 75 58 
Meetings of human Rights Defenders Forum attended  5 15 
Conducted Training in Fact Finding Methods (3 days)  2 2 
Conducted Orientation in Fact Finding (day long) 
(Unplanned activities) 

0 3 

Follow-up visits to districts 36 40 
Letters of appeal to authorities 160 161 
Referred for Action (Advocacy/Litigation)  52 50 
Lobbing & campaign (press conference)  1 1 

 

TABLE 10: Human Rights Violations investigated in 2011 & Follow-Up

Title 
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Pamphlets 
Language Description Status (Dec-2011) 
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nd
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Bilingual 
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and reporting.  
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Smriti O Kotha-1971 
(2

nd
 edition) 

Bangla 
 

Anjali Lahiris memories of her 
experiences in the refugee 
camps along the Meghalya-
Sylhet border. 

Published- August 2011  

Narir 71 o Juddha 
Poroborti Kathya 
Kahini (3

rd
 Edition) 

Bangla 
 

Documentation of the oral 
history of 19 womens 
experience of violence during 
Bangladesh war of liberation in 
1971. 

Published- August 2011  

Atamaprotikriti: Ask-er 
Pachish bochor 

Bangla 
 

Publication on the eve of silver 
jubilee of ASK. 

Published- September 2011 

Manobir Nishanka Mon 
(2

nd
 edition)  

Bangla 
 

This is research based 
publication written by Sultana 
Kamal. 

Published- December 2011 

Ain-er Kotha (about 
laws) 

Bangla 
 

Handbook on family laws 
consisting of stand-alone 
booklets on specific laws and 
implication for women. Booklets 
updated or reprinted as needed. 
Extensively used by ASK units 
and other NGOs.  

Eleven issues of Ainer Kotha Printed 
(Hindu Paribarik Ain, Paribarik Adalot 
Addhadesh, Denmohor, Talak, 
Abhibhabakotta o Voronposhan, 
Christian Paribarik Ain, Muslim ain e 
Bibaho, Muslim Uttaradhiker Ain, Salishi, 
Ain e Shishu Prashanga, Nari o shishu 
nirzatan daman ain 2000).   

20 Articles Bangla For detail please refer page 27 Prothom Alo-2, Janakantha-8, Sangbad-
8, Samakal-2 

2 Workshops with 
journalist/bulletin 
readers/law students/ 
lawyers 

- - - 
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Media 
Article 

STATE VIOLENCE       
Death in Crossfire  (RAB/ POLICE )  12 4 6 11 2 
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Abduction Followed by Death 12 - 2 7 - 
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Unnatural death of domestic 
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1 1 - - - 

Provoked to suicide young girl 3 3 2 2 - 
Physical torture  3 1 - 2 - 
Rape 4 2 - - - 

Fatwa  5 3 5 5 - 
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Hindu Community 4 1 - 2 - 
Adibashi People 3 - - 2 1 
CHILDREN      
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Medical negligence 3 1 3 1 - 
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Annexure - II

ASK Support System

Drop-in Centres

Partner NGOs: 19

Barisal : Association of Voluntary Action for Society (AVAS).
Bogra : Moitree Palli Unnayan Sangathan (MPUS).
Bogra : Palli Shayastha Unnayan Shangstha (PSUS).
Bogra : Program for Eco-Social Development (PESD).
Chittagong : Organisation for Women's Development in Bangladesh (OWDEB).
Hobigonj : Hobigonj Unnayan Sangsta (HUS).
Rajshahi : Barendra Unnayan Prochesta (BUP).
Sathkhira : Society for Development and Education of Small Household (SoDESH).
Tangail : Rural Poor Development Organisation (RPDO).
Gaibandha Sadar : Gana Unnayan Kendra (GUK).
Jhenaidah Sadar : Welfare Efforts (WE).
Joypurhat Sadar : National Development Council (NDC).
Kishoreganj Sadar : Bandhan Society.
Kushtia Sadar : Mukti Nari o Shishu Unnayan Shangstha.
Mymensing Sadar : Social Association for Rural Advancement (SARA).
Naogaon Sadar : Adarsha Shapla Unnayan Sangstha (ASUS).
Netrakona Sadar : Shabolomby Unnayan Samity (SUS).
Pabna Sadar : Pabna Prostisruti (PP).
Sirajganj Sadar : Sirajganj Uttaran Mohila Shangstha (SUMS).
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Legal Aid Clinics in Dhaka: 8

1. Dholpur at Jatrabari Police Station 2. Shantibagh 3. Goran 4. Johnson Road  5. Kamrangirchar 6. Keraniganj   
7.  Shah Ali Bagh, Mirpur 8. Victim Support Centre (VSC)
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TABLE 11: List of trainings conducted in the year 2011 at a glance 

TABLE 12: Participants attending Training courses, 2011

For Working Children = 6 For Child Domestic Workers: 27 
Full Time Part Time Full Time 
Bashabo: 1 
Ekota (Johnson Road): 1 
Goran: 1 
Mirpur: 1 
Mohammadpur: 1 
Shantibag: 1 

Kalabagan 1  
Kallyanpur  2  
Mohammadpur 5  
Madartek 2  
Mirpur 9  

 

Dhanmondi  1  
Kalabagan   1  
Kallyanpur 1  
Mohammadpur 2 
Madartek 1 
DOHS 1 
Mirpur 1 

 

Name of the training 
Duration 
(Days) 

No. of the 
trainings 

Male Female Total  

Training on Communication skill and 
foundation course  

2 2 23 21 44 

Training on Gender Relation Analysis for 
Staff  

15 1 - 13 13 

Training on Human Rights, Women and 
VAW and legal issues and CRC 

3 6 46 104 150 

Paralegal Training for CBOs  6 1 10 15 25 
Conduct training on development HR 
monitoring (Outreach PNGOs staff)  

4 1 15 7 22 

Refreshers Course on Paralegal training  4 1 10 11 21 
Follow up 3 days (Outreach PNGOs)  3 4 22 74 96 
TOT on facilitation skills and module, 
manual development (residential-5 days) 
Received 

5 1 9 9 18 

Training on Law and Advocacy for 
Students, cultural activists and others 
professionals 

3 4 84 13 97 

Conduct training on skill building of CBOs 
(Result-2) 

3 20 118 376 494 

Training on Family law, VAW, CRC 
succession act for awareness build up 
(Result-4) 

3 17 - 354 354 

Follow up 3 days (GSJP) 3 4 25 75 100 
Follow up visit and Training monitoring 2 5 4 6 10 
Training on Human Rights and Advoca cy 
for Sight savers, Narsinghdi  (Request) 

4 1 12 12 24 

Training on Leadership and management 
for IRV staff and volunteers (Request)  

3 1 7 4 11 

Training on Gender, Human rights and 
Family Laws for Counsellor (organised by 
PSH component) 

6 1 1 20 21 

Total  - 65 386 1114 1500 

 

ASK Staff 88 
CBOs & Groups members  1316 
PNGO staff 43 
NGOs (Staff & Group members) 53 

Total  1500 
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Name of the training 
Duration 
(Days) 

No. of the 
trainings 

Male Female Total  

Training on Communication skill and 
foundation course  

2 2 23 21 44 

Training on Gender Relation Analysis for 
Staff  

15 1 - 13 13 

Training on Human Rights, Women and 
VAW and legal issues and CRC 

3 6 46 104 150 

Paralegal Training for CBOs  6 1 10 15 25 
Conduct training on development HR 
monitoring (Outreach PNGOs staff)  

4 1 15 7 22 

Refreshers Course on Paralegal training  4 1 10 11 21 
Follow up 3 days (Outreach PNGOs)  3 4 22 74 96 
TOT on facilitation skills and module, 
manual development (residential-5 days) 
Received 

5 1 9 9 18 

Training on Law and Advocacy for 
Students, cultural activists and others 
professionals 

3 4 84 13 97 

Conduct training on skill building of CBOs 
(Result-2) 

3 20 118 376 494 

Training on Family law, VAW, CRC 
succession act for awareness build up 
(Result-4) 

3 17 - 354 354 

Follow up 3 days (GSJP) 3 4 25 75 100 
Follow up visit and Training monitoring 2 5 4 6 10 
Training on Human Rights and Advoca cy 
for Sight savers, Narsinghdi  (Request) 

4 1 12 12 24 

Training on Leadership and management 
for IRV staff and volunteers (Request)  

3 1 7 4 11 

Training on Gender, Human rights and 
Family Laws for Counsellor (organised by 
PSH component) 

6 1 1 20 21 

Total  - 65 386 1114 1500 

 

ASK Staff 88 
CBOs & Groups members  1316 
PNGO staff 43 
NGOs (Staff & Group members) 53 

Total  1500 

 



Schools: 40
Gaibandha: Sadhinotar Rojot Joyonti Girls High School, Modern N.H. High School, Tulshighat Kashinath High 
School, Rabeya Habib Girls High School.
Jhenaidah: Shisukunja School & College, Fojor Ali High School, Jhinaidah S.P. Secondary School, New 
Academy School.
Joypurhat: Khanjanpur Mission Girls High School, Joypurhat Girls High School, Teghor High School, Teghor girls 
high school.
Kishoreganj: Arjot Atorjan High School, Ajimuddin High School, Kishoreganj Girls High School, Zila Smarani Girls 
High School.
Kushtia: Kolokakoli Secondary School, Mohini Mohon Biddyapith, Milpara Secondary School,Housing Estate 
Girls High School.
Mymensingh: Mymensingh Laboratory High School, Premier Ideal School, The Edward Institution, Police Line 
High School.
Netrokona: Jahanara Smrity Girls High School, Rajur Bazar Collegiate School, Krisnogobindo High School, 
Netrakona Girls High School.
Naogaon: Central Girls High School, P.M. Girls High School, Chok Enayet High School, Jonokolayan Model High 
School
Pabna: Jannat Bibi Jubily Girls High School, Central Girls High School, Selim Najir High School, Saheed Fajlul 
Haque High School.
Sirajganj: Victoria High School, Sobuj Kanon High School, Koumi Jute Mills High School, Hoimobala Girls High 
School.

Manobadhikar Nattaya Porishod (MNP): 10
Joypurhat, Naogaon, Gaibandha, Sirajganj, Kushtia, Kishoreganj, Jhinaidah, Mymensing, Netrakona, and Pabna

Donor Partners:  9
Donor Consortium 
Oxfam-NOVIB (Netherlands)
The Royal Norwegian Embassy, Dhaka
The Swedish Embassy, Dhaka (Consortium partner, renewed funding from 2009)
NETZ-Germany
DANIDA

Individual Donors
Save the Children Sweden-Denmark
Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF)
FK Norway
Drishtipat

Networking
National Networks
Bangladesh Shishu Odhikar Forum (BSAF): 170 member organisations to campaign for the implementation of 
the Child Rights Convention.
Beijing plus Five for Women's Rights: a coalition of women's organisations to implement the Beijing Platform for 
Action, adopted by the Government of Bangladesh.
Coalition for the Urban Poor (CUP): coordinates campaigns for the right to shelter of slum dwellers and 
mobilises them to demand their rights.
Citizen's Initiative on CEDAW: a network of 38 organisations formed in 2007 to prepare an alternative report for 
the UN CEDAW Committee and to campaign for implementation of CEDAW. 
Citizen's Initiatives to Address Domestic Violence: a network of 40 organisations formed in 2007 for advocacy 
on legislation for Domestic Violence.
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Sramik Nirapotta Forum: a network of 14 organisations concerned with safety at the workplace and workers' 
health. Formed after the collapse of the Spectrum Sweater Industries building in Polashbari, Savar it has 
campaigned for workers' safety through the media, and filed PILs to establish corporate responsibility for workers' 
deaths and injuries.
Samajik Protirodh Committee: a network of 52 women's groups formed to resist violence against women by both 
state and non-state actors, to campaign for participation of women in public decision-making and to resist the rise 
of religious extremism. The Secretariat is located in the Bangladesh Mahila Porishod.
Human Rights Forum on Universal Periodic Review (UPR), Bangladesh: a coalition of 17 human rights and 
development organisations of Bangladesh formed to prepare a joint stakeholders' report for the UPR and carry out 
advocacy activities.

International Networks
Asia Pacific Forum for Women, Law and Development (APWLD): formed after the Nairobi Conference. Based 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, APWLD networks with legal and women's rights organisations across Asia and the Pacific 
to campaign for women's rights, to create awareness of rights and to draft recommendations for legal reform.
Asian NGO Network on National Human Rights Institutions (ANNI): a network of human rights NGOs in Asia 
engaged with NHRIs to strengthen domestic human rights protection mechanisms in accordance with 
international human rights standards.
End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and the Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT 
International): works against commercial sexual exploitation of children. Member NGOs in 70 countries and the 
secretariat is in Bangkok.
Forum Asia (FA): promotes human rights through training, education and awareness of international standards 
for different constituencies. Secretariat based in Bangkok.
International Women's Rights Action Watch (IWRAW): promotes women's rights under CEDAW and other UN 
Conventions. It supports and trains organisations to prepare shadow reports for treaty bodies. Secretariat located 
in Kuala Lumpur.
Migrants' Forum in Asia (MFA): raises awareness about migrant workers' rights and fair working conditions and 
creates structures of support. Secretariat located in Manila.
South Asians for Human Rights (SAHR): a network of human rights defenders and organisations based in 
South Asia. The secretariat is in Colombo.
We Can End Violence against Women: an international campaign against domestic violence. Holds meetings, 
seminars, workshops and publishes materials on violence against women and personal and collective measures 
to prevent gender-based violence. ASK is currently Chair of the national committee.
Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML): an international solidarity network that has engaged with 
problems faced by women in contending with Islamic laws.
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National Networks
Bangladesh Shishu Odhikar Forum (BSAF): 170 member organisations to campaign for the implementation of 
the Child Rights Convention.
Beijing plus Five for Women's Rights: a coalition of women's organisations to implement the Beijing Platform for 
Action, adopted by the Government of Bangladesh.
Coalition for the Urban Poor (CUP): coordinates campaigns for the right to shelter of slum dwellers and 
mobilises them to demand their rights.
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Sramik Nirapotta Forum: a network of 14 organisations concerned with safety at the workplace and workers' 
health. Formed after the collapse of the Spectrum Sweater Industries building in Polashbari, Savar it has 
campaigned for workers' safety through the media, and filed PILs to establish corporate responsibility for workers' 
deaths and injuries.
Samajik Protirodh Committee: a network of 52 women's groups formed to resist violence against women by both 
state and non-state actors, to campaign for participation of women in public decision-making and to resist the rise 
of religious extremism. The Secretariat is located in the Bangladesh Mahila Porishod.
Human Rights Forum on Universal Periodic Review (UPR), Bangladesh: a coalition of 17 human rights and 
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International Networks
Asia Pacific Forum for Women, Law and Development (APWLD): formed after the Nairobi Conference. Based 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, APWLD networks with legal and women's rights organisations across Asia and the Pacific 
to campaign for women's rights, to create awareness of rights and to draft recommendations for legal reform.
Asian NGO Network on National Human Rights Institutions (ANNI): a network of human rights NGOs in Asia 
engaged with NHRIs to strengthen domestic human rights protection mechanisms in accordance with 
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End Child Prostitution, Child Pornography and the Trafficking of Children for Sexual Purposes (ECPAT 
International): works against commercial sexual exploitation of children. Member NGOs in 70 countries and the 
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Conventions. It supports and trains organisations to prepare shadow reports for treaty bodies. Secretariat located 
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Migrants' Forum in Asia (MFA): raises awareness about migrant workers' rights and fair working conditions and 
creates structures of support. Secretariat located in Manila.
South Asians for Human Rights (SAHR): a network of human rights defenders and organisations based in 
South Asia. The secretariat is in Colombo.
We Can End Violence against Women: an international campaign against domestic violence. Holds meetings, 
seminars, workshops and publishes materials on violence against women and personal and collective measures 
to prevent gender-based violence. ASK is currently Chair of the national committee.
Women Living Under Muslim Laws (WLUML): an international solidarity network that has engaged with 
problems faced by women in contending with Islamic laws.
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Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK)
Balance Sheet 

as at 31 December 2011

Annexure - IV

ASK Members

Founder Members
Advocate Abdul Khaleque
Late Mr. Aminul Haq
Barrister Amirul Islam
Sir Fazle Hasan Abed
Dr. Hameeda Hossain
Ms. Khursheed Erfan Ahmed
Late Justice K. M. Subhan
Late Barrister Salma Sobhan
Ms. Taherunnessa Abdullah

Executive Committee Members
Dr. Hameeda Hossain (Chairperson)
Advocate Z I Khan Panna (Secretary General) 
Ms. Roushan Jahan (Treasurer) 
Dr. Meghna Guha Thakurta Member 
Fatema Rashid Hasan Member 
Tahmina Rahman Member 
Sultana Kamal (Ex-Officio) Member
Mr. Md. Nur Khan Member
Dr. Faustina Pereira Member

General Members
Afsana Wahab 
Dilruba Shahana 
Dr. Faustina Pereira 
Fatema Rashid Hasan 
Isaac Robinson 
Khurshid Alam 
Karunamoy Chakma 
Dr. Meghna Guha Thakurta 
Md. Asaduzzaman 
Md. Nur Khan 
Barrister Nihad Kabir 
Neela Matin 
Roushan Jahan Parvin 
Rokshana Khondokar 
Roushan Jahan 
Sultana Kamal 
Barrister Sara Hossain 
Shameem Akhtar 
Syed Mahbubar Rahman 
Tahmina Rahman 
Tanzina Huq Tiru 
Advocate Z.I. Khan Panna 
Zaved Hasan Mahmood
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Annexure - IV

ASK Members

Founder Members
Advocate Abdul Khaleque
Late Mr. Aminul Haq
Barrister Amirul Islam
Sir Fazle Hasan Abed
Dr. Hameeda Hossain
Ms. Khursheed Erfan Ahmed
Late Justice K. M. Subhan
Late Barrister Salma Sobhan
Ms. Taherunnessa Abdullah

Executive Committee Members
Dr. Hameeda Hossain (Chairperson)
Advocate Z I Khan Panna (Secretary General) 
Ms. Roushan Jahan (Treasurer) 
Dr. Meghna Guha Thakurta Member 
Fatema Rashid Hasan Member 
Tahmina Rahman Member 
Sultana Kamal (Ex-Officio) Member
Mr. Md. Nur Khan Member
Dr. Faustina Pereira Member

General Members
Afsana Wahab 
Dilruba Shahana 
Dr. Faustina Pereira 
Fatema Rashid Hasan 
Isaac Robinson 
Khurshid Alam 
Karunamoy Chakma 
Dr. Meghna Guha Thakurta 
Md. Asaduzzaman 
Md. Nur Khan 
Barrister Nihad Kabir 
Neela Matin 
Roushan Jahan Parvin 
Rokshana Khondokar 
Roushan Jahan 
Sultana Kamal 
Barrister Sara Hossain 
Shameem Akhtar 
Syed Mahbubar Rahman 
Tahmina Rahman 
Tanzina Huq Tiru 
Advocate Z.I. Khan Panna 
Zaved Hasan Mahmood
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Annexure - V

Executive Director
Sultana Kamal

Directors
Md. Nur Khan, Investigation and Documentation
Md. Shah Newaz, Admin & Programme Support

Human Rights Awareness Unit: Md. Jahedul Alam Support Service and Half Way Home Unit:  Arpita 

(Sr. Coordinator), Joganmoy Paul, Motahar Uddin Rani Das (Coordinator), Ayesha Islam, Ayesha Begum, 

Akand (Sr. Deputy Director), Burhan Uddin, Md. Dilara Momtaz Moni, Shanta Ahmed, Ishrat Jahan 

Amiruzzaman, Mst Sheuli Khatun, Solnara Aktar, Mithila, Rokeya Begum, Maleka Begum, Mary Baroi, 

Rokhshana Parvin. Morzina Akhter Beauty.
Gender and Social Justice Unit: Md. Mozahidul Child Rights Unit (Consortium): Gita Chakraborty (Sr. 

Islam, Sanaiyya Faheem Ansari (Sr. Deputy Deputy Director), Moqsud Maleque (Sr. Coordinator), 

Director), Sitara Shamim, Taufiq Al Mannan (Sr. Meheraj Jahan, Jahan Ara Pervin, Mina Sanyal, 

Coordinator), Mahbubul Alam, Apurba Kumar Das, Shamsunnahar Shewly, Ali Akram Tarafder, Kamrun 

Priyanka Chakma, Rajib Hasan, Jhuma Rani Paul, Nessa, Atia Afrin, Rehana Pervin, Nargis Akter Mafia, 

Ashik Iqbal, Zahid Rasel. Nazma Akter, Shammi Akter, Shahana Sultana, 
Mediation & Rapid Response Unit: Asma Khanom Ferdousi, Lutfunnessa, Nahida Sultana Pali, Hasina 
Ruba, Kuheli Sultana, Nina Goswami (Sr.Deputy Nazneen Sathi, Rehana Pervin, Sayeda Nupur, Umme 
Director), Nahid Shams, Selina Akhter, Shithi Rani Kulsum Akter Parvin. 
Das, Shilpi Saha, Shamsun Nahar, Sharmin Child Rights Unit (SC) Project: Nargis Akhter 

Sultana, Sumita Bagchi, Mirana Sabir, Mahmuda (Coordinator), Ambica Roy (Coordinator), Rita Parven 

Khatun Maya, Parul Akhter. (Asstt. Coordinator), Rasheda Akter, Asadujjaman, 
Litigation Unit: Abdur Rashid, Farhana Afroze, Luna Sarkar, Pervin Akter Baby, Shaheen Mahbub, 
Mizanur Rahman, Momtaj Begum, Monira Akter, Selina Akter Seli, Farzana Khanam, Mohsena Begum, 
Nasreen Akter, Salma Jabin (Deputy Director), Reshma, Akhter, Shahanaz Akhter, Rabeya Akter 
Snigdha Saha, Topan Kumar Sarker, Ataullah Nurul Himu, Padmabati Debi, Nahid Sultana Runi, Nayon 
Kabir, Maksuel Chakma. Shaha, Jebun Nahar, Nabila Iqram, Mizanur Rahman, 
Outreach Unit: Dilip Kumar Paul (Sr. Coordinator), Lutfa Begum, Jesmin Islam, Monika Rani Dey, Rokeya 
Rehana Sultana, Roushan Jahan Parvin (Sr. Deputy Begum, Maksuda Khan, Rafiza Akter, Pushpa Rani, 
Director), Md. Shahinuzzaman, Abdul Alim, Mostafizur Shammi Akter Neela, Mirza Shammi Akter, Roksana 
Rahman, Mohamed Hossain, Moshiur Rahman. Parveen Shukla, Hosne Ara Hoque, Humaira Khanam, 
PHRD Project: Ms. Farhanat-Ul-Alam, Ms. Dil Afroz Nurun Nahar Taniya, Shamima Yasmin, Umme 
Akter, Mr. A.S.M. Mahmudul Huq, Ms. Tamanna Kulsum Rekha, Fariya Biplobi, Sharmin Akter Sonia, 
Parvin, Ms. Ishrat Jahan, Ms. Saifun Nesa Zaman, Nazma Akter Suborna, Sharmin Sultana, Rashida 
Md. Shahadot Hossain, Mst. Afroza Khatun, Akter Rozi, Soniya Rashid, Maksura Akter Jhuma, 
Shanzida Parvin, Mahmuda Begum, Ms. Ajufa Sufia Akter Sufi, Farhana Momtaj Liza, Md. Mostafizur 
Khatun, Ms. Sefali Begum, Rashida Khanam, Rahman, Salma Ikram, Taslima Akhter, Faizah 
Sayda Parvez Khanam, Ms. Sabrina Naz, Sanjida Zannat, Sumona Haque, Rokeya Akter, Mahmuda 
Islam, Maksudul Hassan,  Arifuzzaman. Akter Laboni.
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ASK Personnel

Psycho-Social Help (Component):  Nasima Akter Training Unit: Tanvia Roselin Sultana, Momy Monzury 

(Counsellor), Shaheen Islam (Advisor), Runa Chowdhury, Tasmin Akter, A.K.M. Bulbul Ahmed, Mst. 

Khandakar, Sheikh Zadi Rezina Parvin. Wahida Begum, Ripon Paul Sku, Md. Soharab Hossain, 
Investigation Unit: Abu Ahmed Faijul Kabir, Ayesha Akter, Md. Yeasin Arafath, Shaheen Akhter.
Anirban Saha, John Asit Das, Khorshed Alam, Administration Unit: Abu Musa, Abedul Moula, Amena 

Mohammed Tipu Sultan (Deputy Director), Md. Begum, Anil Chandra Mandal, Fazila Begum, Fatema 

Ashik Ahmed, Topote Bhattacharjee, Fahmina Begum, Laila Begum, Laily Begum, Md. Haider Ali, 

Rahman. Khokon Gomez, Mahmuda Sultana, Mariam Begum, 
Documentation Unit: Fahmida Zaman, Fatema Mintu Barua, Majeda Begum, Mahbub Alam, Mosharaf 
Zannati, Jharna Khanam, Nargis Akhter, Zafreen Hossain, Md. Moshin Ali, Nur E. Alam, Nurun Nahar 
Sattar (Sr. Coordinator), Md. Aminul Haque. Rekha, Rizwanul Haq, Sabina Yeasmin, Shamim 
Publication & Communication Unit: Kaniz Khadija Hossain, Shirin Aktar, Tahsina Ahmed, Zahera Begum, 
Surovy, Shaheen Akhter (Sr. Editor), Purabi Halder, Md. Sekander Ali, Angoli Baroi, Mst. Nilufa, Md. Helal 
Sarmistha Biswas, Mubrook Mohammed. Uddin Shohan, Md. Amanatullah.
Media & International Advocacy Unit: Syeed Finance Unit: Hosne Ara Begum, Ishtiak Ahmed, Md. 
Ahmed (Sr. Coordinator), Prashanta Kumar Roy, Shahidullah (Sr. Deputy Director), Philip Arnold, Tahera 
Eeshita Dey. Begum, Sabila Moqtader, Ms. Mahfuza Khanam, 
Research Unit: Lubana Rashid, Sabetun Nahar, Tamanna Nasrin, Md. Rabiul Islam, Md. Shahadat 
Md. Billal Hossain. Hossain, Paymelia Saha. 
Legal Advocacy and Policy Reform Unit: Abu Planning, Monitoring and Evaluation Unit : A M 
Obaidur Rahman (Deputy Director), Abantee Nurul, Rasheduzzaman Khan (Data Analyst), Fatema 
Kamrujjahan Flora, Mahjabin Rabbani, Md. Samiul Mahmuda (Deputy Director).
Alam Sarker, Nurul Islam.
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Sponsors of Working Children 2011
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Sl. No. Name Level Name of sponsor 

1.  Shorif VI 
2.  Sonia VIII 
3.  Shanaj VIII 
4.  Farzana VI 

Trade Vision 

5.  Rehena VII 
6.  Shathi VI 
7.  Al-Amin VII 

Zahirul Islam 

8.  Shanta VI 
9.  Maksuda IX 
10.  Sumia II 
11.  Zakir VII 

Patirzia 

12.  Bipasha Rani Ghosh VII 
13.  Ruma Rani Ghosh VII 

Z. Tariq A li 

14.  Asma HSC 
15.  Rasadujjaman Joy B.com 
16.  Moti X 
17.  Suborna IV 

Dr. Hameeda Hossan 

18.  Rupa Rani Ghosh VII 
19.  Shathi VII 
20.  Amir Hossain V 
21.  Rima VII 
22.  Sajeda XI 

Somoy News Channal 

23.  Rubel VII Zafreen Sattar 
24.  Halim SSC Sumsunnaher 
25.  Mukta VI Dr. Sanjida Shahriah 

 


