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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
The Child Rights Advocacy Coalition in Bangladesh (CRAC’B) believes that civil 
society organisations have a significant responsibility to monitor the child rights 
situation in accordance with the recommendations of the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC), and the child-focused Universal 
Periodic Review (UPR) of the United Nations Human Rights Council at the national 
level. As part of that responsibility, the Coalition has prepared this report to assess 
the progress of the government initiatives and identify the challenges facing their 
implementation, as well as put forward some specific policy recommendations for 
the government’s consideration to ensure child rights in Bangladesh since 2015.

The technical team of the Coalition is extending its support continuously to the task 
of child rights monitoring. We sincerely acknowledge their contribution. We also 
acknowledge the role of a number of new NGOs that have been contributing to this 
reporting framework from their network since 2016. We thank the relevant 
ministries, divisions, and agencies of the government as well for providing us with 
the necessary data for this report. 

As Secretariat to the Child Rights Advocacy Coalition in Bangladesh, Ain o Salish 
Kendra (ASK) has prepared this report compiling information collected by the 
Coalition members and coordinating the process of publication. Save the Children 

in Bangladesh has provided technical assistance along with other kinds of support 
throughout the process. We genuinely appreciate their efforts in preparing this 
report.

Though this is a small effort to highlight the child rights situation in Bangladesh in 
the year 2018, we believe it provides an important insight into the overall situation 
of children’s rights in Bangladesh. The Coalition hope this report will help child 
rights advocates identify the issues that require more systematic advocacy efforts 
as well as engage the government in resolving those issues. 

We are also optimistic that the reporting mechanism more enhance further in the 
upcoming years to build a more systematic process of follow-up with the 
Government of Bangladesh on child rights issues.

On behalf of the Child Rights Advocacy Coalition in Bangladesh, 

Sheepa Hafiza
Executive Director
Ain o Salish Kendra

METHODOLOGY
This report has been prepared by using the data collected through the qualitative 
and quantitative methods. The data was gathered from both primary and 
secondary sources. The primary data was collected from the working areas of the 
Coalition members and other civil society organisations by using survey, focus 
group discussion, and key informants’ interviews. The secondary data was collected 
through literature reviews of various reading materials, online contents, budget 
statements, and policies and institutional reports. Table 1 presents a summary of 
the methodology used. 

BACKGROUND
Among the human rights mechanisms of the United Nations, the periodic review of 
the Committee on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 
(UNCRC) and the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) of the Human Rights Council are 
two of the most important ones that focus on the rights of children. Following these 
two mechanisms, the state parties are required to report the human rights 
situation in their respective countries. The United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) report focuses on the political, economic, social, and 
cultural rights of the children while the Universal Periodic Review (URC) covers the 
broader areas of human rights and as child rights.

As part of the UNCRC and UPR procedures, organisations working on child rights 
produce alternative reports independently following the state parties’ periodic 
review reports. The Child Rights Advocacy Coalition, however, has realised that 
instead of preparing multiple reports for these mechanisms, one combined report 
submitted to the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC) by the civil society in 
Bangladesh would add more value to the cause of promoting the rights of 
children. It will be more acceptable in terms of data validation and effectiveness of 
initiatives aimed at changing the lives of children and identifying the emerging 
issues. 

The Coalition coordinates by monitoring the child rights situations and reporting on 
the issues. It has developed a standard alternative framework for monitoring and 
reporting. All of the members of the Coalition, along with other civil society 
organisations, contribute to the process by collecting, providing and analysing data.  
Therefore, it becomes a systematic process of human rights reporting and national 
advocacy. The Coalition continues its advocacy by creating national awareness 
through both alternative as well as government reports on child rights, thus 
influencing public actions for implementing the recommendations and 
observations of relevant human rights bodies.

In addition to the work described above, the Coalition aims to produce a 
separate annual report based on the analysis of the data collected from its 
members, effectiveness of services for children, and efficient use of funds 
allocated to them. This report will supplement the alternative reports of human 
rights bodies and target the national level stakeholders. The annual report aims 
to assess the progress of government initiatives to implement commitments 
under the UNCRC and the UPR, identify the existing challenges, and provide 

threcommendations. The Child Monitoring Report 2018 is the 4  of its kind by the 
Coalition.
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Table 1 Data Collection Methodology

Violence 
against 
children (VAC)

Child Marriage

Child Rights 
Governance 
(CRG)

Civil Rights 
and Freedom

Basic Health 
and Welfare

Education, 
Leisure and 
Cultural 
Activities

Special 
Measures

Secondary

Primary 

Secondary

Secondary

Primary

Secondary

Primary

Primary 

Secondary

Primary

Secondary

Literature review of newspapers, 
web/online contents, and related 
institutional reports

Case study

Survey

Focus Group Discussion (FGD)

Reviews of newspapers and online 
contents

Literature reviews: Reviews of newspapers, 
online contents, and related institutional 
reports

Focus Group Discussion (FGD)

Literature reviews, reviews of online contents

FGD

Survey, FGD, KII, 

Literature reviews of online contents, 
newspapers and related institutional reports

Survey, 153  FGD, 102  KII,

Literature reviews of online contents, 
newspapers and related institutional reports

Child marriage survivors and their 
parents/guardians

Child marriage survivors

Children, parents, Teachers, Health 
workers

Children

Students, parents or guardians, clinic 
representatives, Head teachers of 
schools, children including CWD and 
adolescents and their parents

Students, teachers, headmasters, parents, 
children and adolescents (boys and girls)

Children, parents, guardians or 
caregivers

National level

Nogoan, Satkhira, Jashore, Barguna,Patukhali, 
Kushtia, Bandarban, Dhaka, Shariatpur, Sunamganj, 
Gopalganj, Jamalpur, Khulna, Sirajganj, Habiganj, 
Kurigram, Rajshahi, Chapainawabganj, Meherpur, 
Natore, Bogura, Dinajpur, Noakhali, Barishal, 
Mymensingh, and Narayanganj

72 villages of  Gaibandha, Kurigram and Nilphamari

Jashore, Satkhira, Khulna, Dhaka, Sirajganj, Dinajpur, 
Kurigram, Bandarban, Rangamati, Khagrachhari, 
Cox's Bazar, Sylhet, Habiganj, Barguna, Rajbari

National level

National level

Jashore, Satkhira, Khulna, Dhaka, Sirajganj, Dinajpur, 
Kurigram, Bandarban, Rangamati, Khagrachhari, 
Cox's Bazar, Sylhet, Habiganj, Barguna, Rajbari.

National level

Meduary, Kachina, DhitpurandMallikbari unions 
ofBhalukaUpazila, Mymensingh

BhalukaUpazila of Mymensingh; 
Patnitala and MohadevpurUpazila of Naogaon

National level

Bandarban, Chattogram, Cumilla, Sylhet, 
Sunamganj, Dhaka, Gazipur, Tangail, Gopalganj, 
Mymensingh, Netrokona, Sherpur, Dinajpur, 
Nilphamari, Thakurgaon, Rangpur, Naogaon, 
Rajshahi, Bagerhat, Pirojpur, Barishal, Satkhira

National level

Thematic Area Source of Data Data Collection Method/Tool Respondents Data Collection Area

Data Collection Areas (36 Districts)

Part I

VIOLENCE AGAINST 
CHILDREN

Key Findings

The Coalition has found that the number of cases of violence against children is on 
the rise, disturbing and cruel in nature during 2018 in Bangladesh. Violence against 
children shot up by 18.75% in Bangladesh in 2018, leading to the premature death 
of more than 2,000 children, according to Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum 

1(BSAF).  BSAF has found that a total of 4,566 children were subjected to different 
types of violence in 2018 – 721 more than in 2017. Analyzing the news reports, the 
BSAF found that 57 different kinds of violent acts had been committed against 

2children last year.  The report titled “Human Rights Situation of Bangladesh in 
2018” by Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) has found that 1011 children were subjected to 

3different forms of cruel tortures and violence.

The BSAF has found that in 2018, a total number of 812 children became the victim 
of different forms of sexual harassment and sexual exploitation including rape. 
There were 43 cases of eve teasing and 87 cases of sexual exploitation and 
harassment have been reported in local and national dailies.

The BSAF recorded 571 child rapes in 2018. Among the victims 94 were gang-raped. 
Shockingly, 28 children with disabilities were raped during this period. And in total 

4812 children were subjected to different forms of sexual exploitation and rape.  

1.1 Sexual violence

Rape

1 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/law-rights/2019/01/23/bsaf-violence-against-children-up-by-18-75-in-
2018

2 ibid

3 Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) collects data from The daily ProthomAlo, Janakantha, Ittefaq, Samakal, Sangbad, NayaDiganta, 
Daily Star, New Age, Dhaka Tribune and Ain o Salish Kendra’s (ASK) own source.

4 http://bsafchild.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/January-December-2018.pdf
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A report of World Health 
Organization (WHO) mentioned 
that in Bangladesh one lakh and 
73 children became victim of fire 
accidents and other forms of 
burn due to lack of awareness 
among the family members of 
the child. In Bangladesh 80-90% 
fire accidents occur in the child's 
own house and fire accidents are 
the 5th reason of child death 

9 around the world.

A baseline survey conducted in 2018 by Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) reveals that, out of 364 
children aged between 15-18, 48.6% children said that they faced gender based 

10violence.  It has been observed through the base line that, due to social taboo regarding 
gender based violence the child victims don’t feel free to discuss the topic openly.

World Vision Bangladesh has conducted a baseline survey in 22 districts that says: 
84% children are reported to have been abused mentally, while 46% are physically 

1.3 Violence against Working Children

Data from ASK shows that a total number of 444 children were subjected to 
different forms of sexual exploitation and rape. According to findings of ASK, In 
Bangladesh almost 40% of the total incidents of rape go either unreported or the 

5 police station or court does not acknowledge the complaints.

In Bangladesh, children are increasingly falling victim to online sexual harassment 
and abuse. Primary target of the online abusers is teenage girls. Police reportedly 
receive 10-12 online harassment complaints every day. 90% of the victims are pre-
teen and teenage girls. Girls are increasingly being tricked into sharing sex 
appealing photographs and video footage that are later used for blackmailing. In 
some cases, hidden cameras are used to secretly film young people having sex, with 
the footage later posted online, said police.

6According to ASK’s documentation from 09 dailies  (January 2018 to November 
2018) a total number of 41 cases of online sexual exploitation have been reported. 
For many reasons the real number of incidents remains unreported in most cases.

ASK from a survey has found most Bangladeshis are ignorant about online sexual 
abuse while even law enforcement agencies and lawyers have very little knowledge 
about it. In this regard, existing laws have not been effectively or appropriately 
updated to deal with offences committed using digital media, and evidence laws 
remain so archaic that they fail to allow for use of electronic evidence. A lack of 
technical knowledge among relevant government officials is also a major obstacle 
to combating such incidents.

In 2018, 2358 children died unnaturally which is 37.66% higher than the previous 
year, and of which 627 children died in road accident which is 75.63% higher than 

72017 (In 2017, 357 children died in road accidents).  As per Jatri Kollyan Somiti, 
4741 student died in road accidents that constitute 12% of the total number of road 
accidents.

According to BSAF data, in 2018, 606 children met death by drowning, 418 children 
were murdered that is 23.30% higher than previous year, 298 children committed 
suicide, 108 children attempted to commit suicide, 28 children died suspiciously 

8and 90 children were injured in road accidents.  262 children were subjected to 
different forms of cruel torture in 2018, 396 children were abducted, 570 children 
were kidnapped or rescued which is 31.64% higher than previous year.

Online Sexual Exploitation of Children

1.2 Child abuse and other forms of violence

5 18 Directives by the Honorable High Court Division in Prosecution of Rape Cases, Published by: Ain O Salish Kendra, 
Published in: December, 2018

6 ProthomAlo, Ittefaq, Janakantha, Samakal, Sangbad, Nayadiganta, Daily Star, Dhaka Tribune, New Age.

7 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/law-rights/2019/01/23/bsaf-violence-ag ainst-children-up-by-18-75-in-
2018

8 http://bsafchild.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/January-December-2018.pdf

9 http://www.banglatribune.com/others/news/467961/%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A4%E0% 
A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%A6%E0% 
A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0% 
A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A7%A7-%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%96-%E0%A7%AD%E0%A7%A9-%E0%A6%B9%E0 
%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6% B0

10 Gender based violence: physical and mental torture for dowry, pressure to give earned money to husband or husband’s 
family, unwanted touch, forceful relation, insult, physical and mental torture, thereat to dismiss from job if deny to 
establish relation, not allowing to visit parents house, having no control over eared money, to take picture or video without 
permission, marital rape, blackmailing, sexual exploitation and harassment, child marriage, wage discrimination etc.

Justice delayed, Justice Denied
Rajon, a 13 year old was ruthlessly beaten to death by a group of brutes on July 8, 
2015 and within four months of the incident, the trial court gave its judgment. 
Even after confirmation of death sentence by the High Court Division on 11 April 
2017 the judgment is yet to be executed. The situation is the same in Rakib’s 
case, the verdict is not yet executed.
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abused in their workplaces. Furthermore, children who suffered from abuse 
reported that in many cases (52%) employers are the perpetrators, followed by 
friends (29%) and colleagues (28%). Again, supervisors have also been reported as 
frequent abusers (19%).

In July 2018, the government adopted a National Action Plan to end Child Marriage 
11(2018-2030) . According to the action plan 2018-2030, percentage of marriage 

below 15 years in 2015, 2016 and 2017 was 23.8%, 22.5% and 10.7% respectively; 
percentage of marriage below 18 years in 2015, 2016 and 2017 was 62.8%, 59.7% 
and 47% respectively. The government’s database (under MoWCA) on child 
marriage reported a total of 1756 incidents of Child Marriage in 2018. It further 
stated that, in 2018 the highest number of child marriage was recorded in Cumilla 

12district (182).  The goal of the action plan is to end the marriage of girls below the 
age of 15 years and to reduce by one-third the rate of marriage for girls aged 
between 15 and 18 years by 2021 and to completely eliminate child marriage by 
2041. The action plan identified patriarchal social system and existing social norms, 
poverty and economic insolvency, lack of inclusive education, social insecurity and 
fear of security, people’s ignorance about the impact of child marriage, lack of 
awareness on birth and marriage registration, lack of implementation of child 
marriage restraint act, influence of dowry in marriage, local match-makers impact 
on guardians as the root causes of child marriage.

The Government passed the Child Marriage Restraint Rules 2018 of Child Marriage 
Restraint Act 2017, where instead of banning child marriage the Rules explained 
the way on how a child marriage can be performed. The Rules ignored most of the 
recommendations that were provided by civil societies to tighten the misuse of the 
special clause of the act.

National Children Task Force (NCTF) observes child marriage situation in 
Bangladesh. It found girl children of 7th to 10th grade are more vulnerable to 
child marriage in Bangladesh. As per their observation, after marriage most of the 
child brides do not get opportunity to go on with their studies due to the daily 
chores in their in laws house. They have also found that the child brides' consent 
was not valued or taken at the time of their weeding and the decision about the 
marriage was solely  taken by their fathers. NCTF also reveals that 70% children 
are not aware of Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017 where only 27% have said that 
they know about the act but have no idea about the punishment of it. Their 
families are not aware of the Act as well.

1.4 Child Marriage

Impact of Child Marriage and Awareness as regards Laws and Policies

According to a mid line evaluation 
in 2018 by NGCAF in two districts 
i.e., Jessore and Kishoreganj, it is 
found that a higher share of 
community leaders was sensitized 
on negative effects of child 
marriage than their baseline survey 
in 2016 and an increasing share of 
girls was found to know of 
protective laws on child marriage. 

Study of Plan International 
13conducted in 15 districts  states 

that 80% children out of 176 who 
participated in FGD have said that 
they know about child marriage in 
their area. Out of this, 12% of child 
marriage have occurred within their extended families and 20% have occurred with 
their classmates.

According to UNFPA, girls who are married under 18 years, are three times more 
likely to be victims of violence rather than those who are married 20 years old or 

14above.

Terre des Hommes Netherlands conducted survey on married adolescent girls’ has 
found that child marriage limits access to education and increases drop-outs from 
education. Most of the early married girls are unable to continue their education 
after marriage due to the burden of household responsibilities, unwillingness of 
husband and in-laws, education cost, distance from home and other social 
pressure. This limited scope hampers empowerment process of early married girls.   

Child Marriage and Gender Based Violence

Impact on Education of young married girls

27%

73%

FGD findings on Child Marriage

Children don't know
about Child Marriage
Restraints Act 2017

Children know about the law but
don't know about the
exact punishment

Source: Plan International

11 http://childmarriage-mis.org/pdf/plan

12 http://childmarriage-mis.org/dwa

13 15 districts- Jeshore, Sathkhira, Khulna, Dhaka, Sirajgonj, Dinazpur, Kurigram, Bandarban, Rangamati, Khagrachari, 
Cox's Bazar, Syhet, Hobigonj, Borguna, Rajbari.

14 http://childmarriage-mis.org/files/Child%20Marriage%20Action%20Plan%202018-2030%20(English).pdf

15 https://imageforchange.org/diaries/dreams-adolescent-bride/
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15Case Study
“I wish I could study as I used to. But I can’t really do it. Had I known this 
before, I would have never left my education for marriage”,  said by a young 
married girl. 



A report of World Health 
Organization (WHO) mentioned 
that in Bangladesh one lakh and 
73 children became victim of fire 
accidents and other forms of 
burn due to lack of awareness 
among the family members of 
the child. In Bangladesh 80-90% 
fire accidents occur in the child's 
own house and fire accidents are 
the 5th reason of child death 

9 around the world.

A baseline survey conducted in 2018 by Ain o Salish Kendra (ASK) reveals that, out of 364 
children aged between 15-18, 48.6% children said that they faced gender based 

10violence.  It has been observed through the base line that, due to social taboo regarding 
gender based violence the child victims don’t feel free to discuss the topic openly.

World Vision Bangladesh has conducted a baseline survey in 22 districts that says: 
84% children are reported to have been abused mentally, while 46% are physically 

1.3 Violence against Working Children

Data from ASK shows that a total number of 444 children were subjected to 
different forms of sexual exploitation and rape. According to findings of ASK, In 
Bangladesh almost 40% of the total incidents of rape go either unreported or the 

5 police station or court does not acknowledge the complaints.

In Bangladesh, children are increasingly falling victim to online sexual harassment 
and abuse. Primary target of the online abusers is teenage girls. Police reportedly 
receive 10-12 online harassment complaints every day. 90% of the victims are pre-
teen and teenage girls. Girls are increasingly being tricked into sharing sex 
appealing photographs and video footage that are later used for blackmailing. In 
some cases, hidden cameras are used to secretly film young people having sex, with 
the footage later posted online, said police.

6According to ASK’s documentation from 09 dailies  (January 2018 to November 
2018) a total number of 41 cases of online sexual exploitation have been reported. 
For many reasons the real number of incidents remains unreported in most cases.

ASK from a survey has found most Bangladeshis are ignorant about online sexual 
abuse while even law enforcement agencies and lawyers have very little knowledge 
about it. In this regard, existing laws have not been effectively or appropriately 
updated to deal with offences committed using digital media, and evidence laws 
remain so archaic that they fail to allow for use of electronic evidence. A lack of 
technical knowledge among relevant government officials is also a major obstacle 
to combating such incidents.

In 2018, 2358 children died unnaturally which is 37.66% higher than the previous 
year, and of which 627 children died in road accident which is 75.63% higher than 

72017 (In 2017, 357 children died in road accidents).  As per Jatri Kollyan Somiti, 
4741 student died in road accidents that constitute 12% of the total number of road 
accidents.

According to BSAF data, in 2018, 606 children met death by drowning, 418 children 
were murdered that is 23.30% higher than previous year, 298 children committed 
suicide, 108 children attempted to commit suicide, 28 children died suspiciously 

8and 90 children were injured in road accidents.  262 children were subjected to 
different forms of cruel torture in 2018, 396 children were abducted, 570 children 
were kidnapped or rescued which is 31.64% higher than previous year.

Online Sexual Exploitation of Children

1.2 Child abuse and other forms of violence

5 18 Directives by the Honorable High Court Division in Prosecution of Rape Cases, Published by: Ain O Salish Kendra, 
Published in: December, 2018

6 ProthomAlo, Ittefaq, Janakantha, Samakal, Sangbad, Nayadiganta, Daily Star, Dhaka Tribune, New Age.

7 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/law-rights/2019/01/23/bsaf-violence-ag ainst-children-up-by-18-75-in-
2018

8 http://bsafchild.net/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/January-December-2018.pdf

9 http://www.banglatribune.com/others/news/467961/%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%B8%E0%A6%9A%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A4%E0% 
A6%A8%E0%A6%A4%E0%A6%BE%E0%A7%9F-%E0%A6%85%E0%A6%97%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BF-%E0%A6%A6%E0% 
A7%81%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%98%E0%A6%9F%E0%A6%A8%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%B6%E0%A6%BF%E0% 
A6%95%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A7%A7-%E0%A6%B2%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%96-%E0%A7%AD%E0%A7%A9-%E0%A6%B9%E0 
%A6%BE%E0%A6%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6% B0

10 Gender based violence: physical and mental torture for dowry, pressure to give earned money to husband or husband’s 
family, unwanted touch, forceful relation, insult, physical and mental torture, thereat to dismiss from job if deny to 
establish relation, not allowing to visit parents house, having no control over eared money, to take picture or video without 
permission, marital rape, blackmailing, sexual exploitation and harassment, child marriage, wage discrimination etc.

Justice delayed, Justice Denied
Rajon, a 13 year old was ruthlessly beaten to death by a group of brutes on July 8, 
2015 and within four months of the incident, the trial court gave its judgment. 
Even after confirmation of death sentence by the High Court Division on 11 April 
2017 the judgment is yet to be executed. The situation is the same in Rakib’s 
case, the verdict is not yet executed.
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abused in their workplaces. Furthermore, children who suffered from abuse 
reported that in many cases (52%) employers are the perpetrators, followed by 
friends (29%) and colleagues (28%). Again, supervisors have also been reported as 
frequent abusers (19%).

In July 2018, the government adopted a National Action Plan to end Child Marriage 
11(2018-2030) . According to the action plan 2018-2030, percentage of marriage 

below 15 years in 2015, 2016 and 2017 was 23.8%, 22.5% and 10.7% respectively; 
percentage of marriage below 18 years in 2015, 2016 and 2017 was 62.8%, 59.7% 
and 47% respectively. The government’s database (under MoWCA) on child 
marriage reported a total of 1756 incidents of Child Marriage in 2018. It further 
stated that, in 2018 the highest number of child marriage was recorded in Cumilla 

12district (182).  The goal of the action plan is to end the marriage of girls below the 
age of 15 years and to reduce by one-third the rate of marriage for girls aged 
between 15 and 18 years by 2021 and to completely eliminate child marriage by 
2041. The action plan identified patriarchal social system and existing social norms, 
poverty and economic insolvency, lack of inclusive education, social insecurity and 
fear of security, people’s ignorance about the impact of child marriage, lack of 
awareness on birth and marriage registration, lack of implementation of child 
marriage restraint act, influence of dowry in marriage, local match-makers impact 
on guardians as the root causes of child marriage.

The Government passed the Child Marriage Restraint Rules 2018 of Child Marriage 
Restraint Act 2017, where instead of banning child marriage the Rules explained 
the way on how a child marriage can be performed. The Rules ignored most of the 
recommendations that were provided by civil societies to tighten the misuse of the 
special clause of the act.

National Children Task Force (NCTF) observes child marriage situation in 
Bangladesh. It found girl children of 7th to 10th grade are more vulnerable to 
child marriage in Bangladesh. As per their observation, after marriage most of the 
child brides do not get opportunity to go on with their studies due to the daily 
chores in their in laws house. They have also found that the child brides' consent 
was not valued or taken at the time of their weeding and the decision about the 
marriage was solely  taken by their fathers. NCTF also reveals that 70% children 
are not aware of Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017 where only 27% have said that 
they know about the act but have no idea about the punishment of it. Their 
families are not aware of the Act as well.

1.4 Child Marriage

Impact of Child Marriage and Awareness as regards Laws and Policies

According to a mid line evaluation 
in 2018 by NGCAF in two districts 
i.e., Jessore and Kishoreganj, it is 
found that a higher share of 
community leaders was sensitized 
on negative effects of child 
marriage than their baseline survey 
in 2016 and an increasing share of 
girls was found to know of 
protective laws on child marriage. 

Study of Plan International 
13conducted in 15 districts  states 

that 80% children out of 176 who 
participated in FGD have said that 
they know about child marriage in 
their area. Out of this, 12% of child 
marriage have occurred within their extended families and 20% have occurred with 
their classmates.

According to UNFPA, girls who are married under 18 years, are three times more 
likely to be victims of violence rather than those who are married 20 years old or 

14above.

Terre des Hommes Netherlands conducted survey on married adolescent girls’ has 
found that child marriage limits access to education and increases drop-outs from 
education. Most of the early married girls are unable to continue their education 
after marriage due to the burden of household responsibilities, unwillingness of 
husband and in-laws, education cost, distance from home and other social 
pressure. This limited scope hampers empowerment process of early married girls.   

Child Marriage and Gender Based Violence
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Source: Plan International

11 http://childmarriage-mis.org/pdf/plan

12 http://childmarriage-mis.org/dwa

13 15 districts- Jeshore, Sathkhira, Khulna, Dhaka, Sirajgonj, Dinazpur, Kurigram, Bandarban, Rangamati, Khagrachari, 
Cox's Bazar, Syhet, Hobigonj, Borguna, Rajbari.

14 http://childmarriage-mis.org/files/Child%20Marriage%20Action%20Plan%202018-2030%20(English).pdf

15 https://imageforchange.org/diaries/dreams-adolescent-bride/
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15Case Study
“I wish I could study as I used to. But I can’t really do it. Had I known this 
before, I would have never left my education for marriage”,  said by a young 
married girl. 



Part II

CHILD RIGHTS AND 
GOVERNANCE

Key Findings

Child rights governance is the system that examines a child sensitive, accountable 
and responsive governance system for children. Our observation regarding 
strengthening structures for improving children's situation is not very much 
progressive. Government promises are made but fulfillment is limited regarding 
institutional changes for promoting child rights situation.

The Bangladesh Government received repeated recommendations from the 
United Nation Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) committee and 
Universal Periodic Review (UPR) about ratifying Optional Protocol 3. The  
Government has not taken any steps to facilitate the ratification process. 

Despite repeated recommendations from the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child (UNCRC) committee, the government continues to express 
reservations regarding articles 14 and 21 of the UNCRC.

The government amended Children Act 2013 in 2018. According to the 
amendment, the Nari o Shishu Nirjaton Domon Tribunal will be deemed as the 
children court, which was previously a separate court.

Since the courts, especially Nari o Shishu Nirjaton Domon Tribunal, are already 
overburdened, a recent study reveals, there are almost 1,37,512 cases still pending 
before the Nari o Shishu Nirjaton Domon Tribunal and which was 77% of the total 

16cases before the tribunal.  Therefore, in such circumstances, question remains 
how much credible and effective it would be to give Nari o Shishu Nirjaton Domon 
tribunal an extra burden of Children Court. 

2.1 Ratification of the Treaties regarding Child Rights  

2.2 Amendment of Children Act 2013

16 https://bangladesh.justiceaudit.org/national-data/system-overview/justice-system-case-flow/
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Recommendations

• Ensure speedy trial processes for all cases of child torture and sexual exploitation 
and take preventive measures to end Violence against Children (VAC);

• Separate Children Court is needed in each district for children in conflict and in 
contact with the laws;

• Ensure legal aid, health support, rehabilitation, and psychosocial aid for affected 
children;

• Provide capacity building training and adequate human and financial resources 
for the institutions working to combat violence and to ensure justice;

• Launch awareness raising campaign over the country to sensitize general people 
about children’s rights;

• Define and include the new forms cyber crimes in existing Acts e.g., the Digital 
Security Act 2018, the Pornography Control Act 2012, the Information and 
Communication Technology Act 2006, the Children Act 2013 to combat sexual 
exploitation;

• The government should ensure proper monitoring mechanism to stop physical 
and mental punishment in educations institutions and hold the institutions or 
persons accountable who are responsible for that;

• The parents, guardians and  teachers to play the most vital role by transforming 
their age-old mindset that corporal punishment forms a part of raising children;

• Ensure online birth registration system  for stopping fraud birth registration to 
prevent child marriage;

• Ensure the punishment of those involved with providing child marriage, the 
'Child Marriage Restraint Act, 2017';

• Strengthen district-based monitoring / supervision system to implement the 
Child Marriage Restraint Rules 2018 in an effective way;

• Take relevant measures to make education necessary to stop girl’s dropouts from 
school;

• Spread awareness by bringing out campaigns, social movements regarding child 
marriage especially in rural areas, slums, etc. where the occurrences of child 
marriages are higher.

Types of Incident 2018 Total
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Injured by Lightning Strikes

Killed by Cocktail Bomb Blast

Injured by Cocktail Bomb Blast

Killed in Political Violence
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Recommendations

• Ensure speedy trial processes for all cases of child torture and sexual exploitation 
and take preventive measures to end Violence against Children (VAC);

• Separate Children Court is needed in each district for children in conflict and in 
contact with the laws;

• Ensure legal aid, health support, rehabilitation, and psychosocial aid for affected 
children;

• Provide capacity building training and adequate human and financial resources 
for the institutions working to combat violence and to ensure justice;

• Launch awareness raising campaign over the country to sensitize general people 
about children’s rights;

• Define and include the new forms cyber crimes in existing Acts e.g., the Digital 
Security Act 2018, the Pornography Control Act 2012, the Information and 
Communication Technology Act 2006, the Children Act 2013 to combat sexual 
exploitation;

• The government should ensure proper monitoring mechanism to stop physical 
and mental punishment in educations institutions and hold the institutions or 
persons accountable who are responsible for that;

• The parents, guardians and  teachers to play the most vital role by transforming 
their age-old mindset that corporal punishment forms a part of raising children;

• Ensure online birth registration system  for stopping fraud birth registration to 
prevent child marriage;

• Ensure the punishment of those involved with providing child marriage, the 
'Child Marriage Restraint Act, 2017';

• Strengthen district-based monitoring / supervision system to implement the 
Child Marriage Restraint Rules 2018 in an effective way;

• Take relevant measures to make education necessary to stop girl’s dropouts from 
school;

• Spread awareness by bringing out campaigns, social movements regarding child 
marriage especially in rural areas, slums, etc. where the occurrences of child 
marriages are higher.

Types of Incident 2018 Total

Death by Lightning Strikes

Injured by Lightning Strikes

Killed by Cocktail Bomb Blast

Injured by Cocktail Bomb Blast

Killed in Political Violence

Injured in Political Violence

Injured in Terrorist Attack
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CDW Suicide/Suspicious Death

CDW Killed

Physical Torture on CDW

Injured by Physical Tortured at Educational Institutions

Killed by Brutal Parents

Tortured by Brutal Parents

Torture/Beaten

Beaten to Death
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Injured by Ill Treatment

Killed by Medical Negligence

Killed by Water Vessel Accidents/Boat capsize

Injured by Water Vessel Accidents

Died in Different Accidents

Injured in different Accidents

Stabbed by Hijackers/Robbers/Miscreants’

Died in Food Poisoning

Sick in Food Poisoning

Rescued from Child Marriage

Victim of Child Marriage

Child Selling

Tortured by Police

Verdict of Child Murder

Verdict of Child Rape

Verdict of Sexual Harassment

80

40

2

1

3

1

3

5

10

0

16

89

53

10

139

6

13

3

33

7

2

160

114

5

2

84

134

38

2

6

31

50

3

Types of Incident 2018 Total

Total Rape

Gang Rape

Disable Child Rape

Attempt to Rape

Eve Teasing

Beaten by Perverts

Sexual Harassment

Murder after Rape

Suicide after Rape

Victim of Pornography

Total Murder

Attempt to Murder

Committing Suicide

Attempt to Suicide

Kidnapped

Attempt to Kidnap and Prevented

Rescued after Kidnapping

Murder after Kidnapping

Missing

Rescued after Missing

Found Dead after Missing

Rescued while/after Trafficking 

Found Dead Body of Unknown Newborn Baby

Newborn Baby Theft

Newborn Baby Rescued after Theft

Found Unknown Baby

Victim of Acid Violence

Death by Road Accident

Injured by Road Accident

Death by Fire

Injured by Fire

Electrocuted

Death by Drowning

571

94

28

96

43

18

87

60

6

15

418

94

298

23

150

7

136

31

233

51

81

32

39

4

6

16

12

627

90

45

51

60

606
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55.93

291.53

2.27

214.26

11.66

5.10

14.98

15.24

1507.0

Ministry of Social Welfare 

Local Government Division 

Ministry of Labor and Employment 

Public Security Division 

Ministry of Information 

Ministry of Cultural Affairs 

Ministry of Youth and Sports 

Law and Justice Division 

Total (Selected 15 Ministry 
/Divisions) 

Child focused budget of selected 15 
Ministry/Division as % of national 
budget 

Child focused budget of selected 15 
Ministry /Division’s s as % of GDP

14.08

25.76

0.20

24.29

0.61

1.02

1.71

0.41

1349.8

14.13

2.59

25.17

8.84

8.86

11.34

5.20

19.99

11.40

2.68

43.56

2.6 Budget allocation for children

The budget of the selected 15 ministries has increased by 11.7% compared to 
that of FY 2017-18. But, during this period, amount of child-centric budget has 
risen to TK. 65 thousand 650 crores from the previous TK. 55 thousand 900 with a 
growth of 17.4%. It can be discerned, from the fact that growth in child-centric 
budget allocation has surpassed the overall growth of the ministry’s budget, that 
the ministries have bolstered their activities in implementing child-centric 
projects and programs. As a result, child sensitive allocation has gone up to 
43.6% in FY 2018-19 from 41.4% of FY 2017-18 of the total budget of these 
ministries. Side by side, share of child budget in national budget has increased a 
bit; it is now 14.13% which was 13.97% in FY 2017-18. The most encouraging fact 
is that the allocation in child-centric activities has increased to 2.59% from 2.50% 
as percent of GDP.

According to a survey conducted in 87 Union Parishads of Satkhira district by 
Breaking the Silence (BTS) suggests that, 19 Union Parishad has prepared separate 
budget through consultation with 17965 children and 59 Union Parishad allocated 
separate budget for the children through informal discussion with community 
children following Government Order (GO).

The national budget making process is yet to be participatory for children.           
In a consultation with 4800 children, organized by Save the Children 
International, they urged the Government to allocate 20% in 2018-2019 budgets 
for education.

• Ratify Optional Protocol 3 (OP3) and develop a national communication 
procedure in the best interest of children;

• Ensure consultation with children and organizations working on children’s rights 
before allocating the Child Budget;

• Accelerate the process of establishing a separate directorate for children for 
ensuring effective coordination among the ministries concerned;

• Establish an independent national children’s rights commission immediately and 
assign the commission adequate power and resources to oversee children 
related initiatives.

Recommendations

2.3 Child Marriage Restraint Rules 2018

2.4 Separate Directorate

2.5 Establishment of Child Rights Commission

Child Marriage Restraint Rules was passed in 2018. The Rule was expected to act as 
a  safeguard against child marriage and special provision (Stipulated in section 19 
of the Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017) made us disappoint. The Rules 2018, 
instead of making the child marriage illegal or void it just explains the ways how 

17child marriage can be performed through applying to court.  The only positive 
thing about the Rules is that, it made forceful child marriage or child marriage to 
evade the punishments of rape, sexual exploitation or fore to establish physical 
relation as illegal.

There is no separate children’s affairs division under the Ministry of Women and 
Children’s Affairs (MoWCA), despite MoWCA coordinating activities of 23 
ministries/divisions that directly or indirectly manage the government's affairs 
related to children. As a result of the Coalition's advocacy initiatives with the 
Government and the Child Rights Committee of the National Human Rights 
Commission of Bangladesh, the Government agreed to establish a separate 
Directorate for children. Finally, at the end of 2018, MoWCA has circulated their 
meeting minutes and mentioned the need for a separate Directorate for 
children. MoWCA declared that the committee has finalized the Directorate's 
activities, children related actions and the organogram, which afterwards they 
also shared with related ministries, Governments departments, NGOs, INGOs 
and different partners for child rights for their feedback. The committee 
proposed 72 actions for five clusters in the proposal. They offered resources from 
central to upazila level in three terms for ensuring the effectiveness of the 
directorate.

Children’s rights are regularly violated in various ways. Lack of proper 
implementation, and in the absence of institutional accountability, long delay in 
the delivery of exemplary punishment to perpetrators are the reasons. In addition 
to that, the lack of systematic monitoring mechanisms for the implementation 
process has enlarged the scope for further violations. MoWCA, considering the 
situation of children in the country, has principally agreed to and accepted 
CRAC,B’s proposal to establish a National Commission on the Rights of the Child 
and formed a committee to review the draft act. To date, progress has been slow.

17 Section 17 of the Child Marriage Restraint Rules, 2018.

Ministries/Divisions
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(Selected 15 Ministries and Division)  

Ministry
Budget

Budget

(Billion Taka)

2018-19

224.66

57.02

248.96

52.28

181.66

34.90

96.59

Ministry of Primary and Mass 
Education 

Technical and Madrasa Education 
Division 

Secondary and Higher Education 
division 

Medical Education and Family 
Welfare Division 

Health Services Division 

Ministry of Women and Children's 
Affairs 

Ministry of Disaster Management 
and Relief 

Budget of
Child focused

Activities

Child-focused budget
as percentage of
Ministry Budget

Budget

(Billion Taka)

2018-19

223.55

44.51

177.16

21.46

78.31

13.85

29.55

Budget

(Billion Taka)

2018-19

99.51

78.06

71.16

41.05

43.11

39.68

30.60

18 https://mof.portal.gov.bd/sites/default/files/files/mof.portal.gov.bd/page/6333d00d_b8ae_45fd_ b0d5_d07e98760bde 
/Child%20Budget%202018-19_English.pdf
http://archive1.ittefaq.com.bd/print-edition/city/2018/06/09/282450.html
https://bangla.bdnews24.com/bangladesh/article1503409.bdnews

Part III

CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
FREEDOM

Key Findings:

The right to be heard; freedom of expression; freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion; freedom of association; protection of privacy; and access to information 
are considered to be children’s civil rights and freedom. In this section, Child Rights 
Advocacy Coalition, Bangladesh (CRAC’B) is going to discuss: (i) birth registration of 
children as a means of access to the basic services and facilities available at the 
community level to nurture and exercise children’s civil rights and freedom; and (ii) 
the situation of corporal punishment based on available information.

The government passed birth registration Act in 2004 and Birth Registration Rules 
in 2018 that detailed the responsibilities of Birth Register, duties and 
responsibilities of Register General and birth registration procedures but it yet to 
introduce mobile birth registration system.

During the reporting period Plan International Bangladesh has collected data on 
19“Birth Registration” from the 16 most marginalized children’  groups from 15 

20districts  through FGD. It has been observed that the rate of birth registration of 
children in school is comparatively higher because birth registration certificate is 
mandatory the school admission. It has been observed further that birth 
registration certificates are taken by the guardians more than once to get their child 
admitted in a reputed educational institution.

3.1 Birth Registration

19 Child Domestic Worker, Ethnic minority in plain and hilly , Children of Honey Collection Families from Sundarban 
–Munda Community, Ayla effected and fishing community, Dalit Minorities, Children living in brothel, Working children 
at sea beach (children in tourist industry), Children living in tea gardens, Children in howar-area, Children in fishing 
community and Disaster affected children.

20 15 districts- Jeshore, Sathkhira, Khulna, Dhaka, Sirajgonj, Dinazpur, Kurigram, Bandarban, Rangamati, Khagrachari, 
Cox's Bazar, Syhet, Hobigonj, Borguna, Rajbari.
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Ministry of Social Welfare 

Local Government Division 
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Public Security Division 

Ministry of Information 

Ministry of Cultural Affairs 

Ministry of Youth and Sports 
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Total (Selected 15 Ministry 
/Divisions) 

Child focused budget of selected 15 
Ministry/Division as % of national 
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Child focused budget of selected 15 
Ministry /Division’s s as % of GDP
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24.29
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8.84
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2.6 Budget allocation for children

The budget of the selected 15 ministries has increased by 11.7% compared to 
that of FY 2017-18. But, during this period, amount of child-centric budget has 
risen to TK. 65 thousand 650 crores from the previous TK. 55 thousand 900 with a 
growth of 17.4%. It can be discerned, from the fact that growth in child-centric 
budget allocation has surpassed the overall growth of the ministry’s budget, that 
the ministries have bolstered their activities in implementing child-centric 
projects and programs. As a result, child sensitive allocation has gone up to 
43.6% in FY 2018-19 from 41.4% of FY 2017-18 of the total budget of these 
ministries. Side by side, share of child budget in national budget has increased a 
bit; it is now 14.13% which was 13.97% in FY 2017-18. The most encouraging fact 
is that the allocation in child-centric activities has increased to 2.59% from 2.50% 
as percent of GDP.

According to a survey conducted in 87 Union Parishads of Satkhira district by 
Breaking the Silence (BTS) suggests that, 19 Union Parishad has prepared separate 
budget through consultation with 17965 children and 59 Union Parishad allocated 
separate budget for the children through informal discussion with community 
children following Government Order (GO).

The national budget making process is yet to be participatory for children.           
In a consultation with 4800 children, organized by Save the Children 
International, they urged the Government to allocate 20% in 2018-2019 budgets 
for education.

• Ratify Optional Protocol 3 (OP3) and develop a national communication 
procedure in the best interest of children;

• Ensure consultation with children and organizations working on children’s rights 
before allocating the Child Budget;

• Accelerate the process of establishing a separate directorate for children for 
ensuring effective coordination among the ministries concerned;

• Establish an independent national children’s rights commission immediately and 
assign the commission adequate power and resources to oversee children 
related initiatives.

Recommendations

2.3 Child Marriage Restraint Rules 2018

2.4 Separate Directorate

2.5 Establishment of Child Rights Commission

Child Marriage Restraint Rules was passed in 2018. The Rule was expected to act as 
a  safeguard against child marriage and special provision (Stipulated in section 19 
of the Child Marriage Restraint Act 2017) made us disappoint. The Rules 2018, 
instead of making the child marriage illegal or void it just explains the ways how 

17child marriage can be performed through applying to court.  The only positive 
thing about the Rules is that, it made forceful child marriage or child marriage to 
evade the punishments of rape, sexual exploitation or fore to establish physical 
relation as illegal.

There is no separate children’s affairs division under the Ministry of Women and 
Children’s Affairs (MoWCA), despite MoWCA coordinating activities of 23 
ministries/divisions that directly or indirectly manage the government's affairs 
related to children. As a result of the Coalition's advocacy initiatives with the 
Government and the Child Rights Committee of the National Human Rights 
Commission of Bangladesh, the Government agreed to establish a separate 
Directorate for children. Finally, at the end of 2018, MoWCA has circulated their 
meeting minutes and mentioned the need for a separate Directorate for 
children. MoWCA declared that the committee has finalized the Directorate's 
activities, children related actions and the organogram, which afterwards they 
also shared with related ministries, Governments departments, NGOs, INGOs 
and different partners for child rights for their feedback. The committee 
proposed 72 actions for five clusters in the proposal. They offered resources from 
central to upazila level in three terms for ensuring the effectiveness of the 
directorate.

Children’s rights are regularly violated in various ways. Lack of proper 
implementation, and in the absence of institutional accountability, long delay in 
the delivery of exemplary punishment to perpetrators are the reasons. In addition 
to that, the lack of systematic monitoring mechanisms for the implementation 
process has enlarged the scope for further violations. MoWCA, considering the 
situation of children in the country, has principally agreed to and accepted 
CRAC,B’s proposal to establish a National Commission on the Rights of the Child 
and formed a committee to review the draft act. To date, progress has been slow.

17 Section 17 of the Child Marriage Restraint Rules, 2018.
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Part III

CIVIL RIGHTS AND 
FREEDOM

Key Findings:

The right to be heard; freedom of expression; freedom of thought, conscience and 
religion; freedom of association; protection of privacy; and access to information 
are considered to be children’s civil rights and freedom. In this section, Child Rights 
Advocacy Coalition, Bangladesh (CRAC’B) is going to discuss: (i) birth registration of 
children as a means of access to the basic services and facilities available at the 
community level to nurture and exercise children’s civil rights and freedom; and (ii) 
the situation of corporal punishment based on available information.

The government passed birth registration Act in 2004 and Birth Registration Rules 
in 2018 that detailed the responsibilities of Birth Register, duties and 
responsibilities of Register General and birth registration procedures but it yet to 
introduce mobile birth registration system.

During the reporting period Plan International Bangladesh has collected data on 
19“Birth Registration” from the 16 most marginalized children’  groups from 15 

20districts  through FGD. It has been observed that the rate of birth registration of 
children in school is comparatively higher because birth registration certificate is 
mandatory the school admission. It has been observed further that birth 
registration certificates are taken by the guardians more than once to get their child 
admitted in a reputed educational institution.

3.1 Birth Registration

19 Child Domestic Worker, Ethnic minority in plain and hilly , Children of Honey Collection Families from Sundarban 
–Munda Community, Ayla effected and fishing community, Dalit Minorities, Children living in brothel, Working children 
at sea beach (children in tourist industry), Children living in tea gardens, Children in howar-area, Children in fishing 
community and Disaster affected children.

20 15 districts- Jeshore, Sathkhira, Khulna, Dhaka, Sirajgonj, Dinazpur, Kurigram, Bandarban, Rangamati, Khagrachari, 
Cox's Bazar, Syhet, Hobigonj, Borguna, Rajbari.
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Children from our 16 special areas have informed that many children have         

yet to be registered in their region yet. Due to the absence of a mobile 

registration system, registration of birth of children in dormant areas, especially 

in Char areas, haor areas, tea gardens, disaster prone areas and among sex 

workers, slum dwellers, fishermen communities, the registration rates of these 

children are still very low due to lack of official Government action. It has been 

found that children who work as domestic workers, have no birth registration. 

50% of Tripura, Chakma, Mro Indigenous children in Rangamati and Khagrachari, 

children living in brothels, Cox's Bazar and haor areas have received birth 

certificate.

It further reveals that children who have studied in madrasas with children do not 

know anything about where to do birth registration. Their birth certificate is not 

mandatory for admission in madrasa. According to them, they know that the 

madrasas will arrange their birth certificates.

According to Save the Children, 54% of children who unsafely migrated to Dhaka, 

did not have birth registration and therefore, cannot get admitted to schools.      

In the same way 57% children with disabilities could not get registered for 

disabled children allowance card since having birth registration card is mandatory 

for this. These children must be brought under the scheme of mobile birth 

registration.

Research of NCTAF reveals that, the rate of birth registration among the school 

going children is comparatively higher than others. But still many parents, as 

observed by the researchers of NCTAF, take  birth registration card more than once 

which exposes the girl child to the risk of child marriage.

Even though the Government has banned physical and mental punishments in 

educational institutions by circulating notice, it still happens.

3.2 Corporal Punishment

Key Findings
Data of BSAF reveals that in 
2018, 262 children faced 
p h y s i c a l  t o r t u r e  a n d  
punishment which is 3.32% 
less than the previous year. 89 
children were abused by their 
teachers. Data of Ain o Salish 
Kendra (ASK) mentions that in 
2018, a total number of 175 
students were tortured by 
their  teachers  in  their  
educational institutions and 
only 11 cases were filed against these incidents; 24 children were sexually harassed 
by their teachers where only 3 cases were filed against such allegations.

According Child Parliament, 40% children face physical and mental punishment in 
their educational institutions. Save the Children found that, children affected with 
HIV AIDS and children with disabilities mentioned that, almost 50% of the teachers 
don’t listen to them, instead they either punish the children or threaten to punish 
them. 

Save the Children and Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) conducted a 
survey entitled "Stop Tolerating Violence against Children" which reveals that 
69.62% parents and caregivers 
supports physical punishment to 
discipline children. 55.7% of the 
children who participated in the 
research mentioned that they 
faced physical punishment in their 
house and 49.29% children said 
they faced physical punishment in 

22their educational institutions.  

A study of World Vision that 
covered 22 districts narrates that 
among 1-4 years old children, 
overall 12.8% of household parents 
or caregivers report that their 
children have experienced non-
violent methods of disciplining; 

Case Study
12 years old Omar Faruq, a student of madrasa was mercilessly beaten by   
his madrasa teacher and was kept confined for three days. After rescuing     
he was admitted to a hospital and doctor said he suffered both physical      
and mental torment after the beating. The boy became imbalanced           

21due to fear.

21 https://www.thedailystar.net/country/madrasa-boy-faruq-still-unstable-1560649 22 https://www.blast.org.bd/content/publications/Report-ECP-STVAC-2018.pdf

but half of them report some forms of violent methods. More shockingly, every 1 
out of 10 reports experience of severe physical punishment (defined by 
Government) during this time. Severe physical punishment is less likely to be 
reported in some districts (e.g., Gazipur 0%, Satkhira 0% and Netrakona 0%) 
compared to others (e.g., Comilla 66.7%, Thakurgaon 57.1%, Chittagong 55.6%, 

23 Rajshahi and Dhaka 52% ). 

• Ensure the birth registration at all primary schools, madrasas, Qawmi madrsa, 
other educational institutes during the admission period;

• For all types of employment, the birth registration certificate should be ensured; 

• Ensure birth registration of children in remote areas and fast or mobile  birth 
registration should be introduced;

• Increase public awareness about birth registration, use mike, signboard, poster, 
rally, drama. Can be promoted in online media or social media;

• Banning corporal punishment in all settings should be incorporated in the 
relevant law/s and repeal the current laws allowing corporal punishment of 
children.

Recommendations:

Part IV

BASIC HEALTH AND 
WELFARE

Key findings 

Almost one fifth of the total population of Bangladesh is going through their 
adolescence. In our social context, especially, in the adolescent period, education 
relating to sexual and reproductive health is still a taboo.

According to Adolescent & Reproductive Health, MCH-Services, DGFP and the 
Government have formulated the National Strategy for Adolescent Health       
2017- 2030. They have also developed some communication tools targeting 
adolescents, including an adolescent SRHR networking forum to connect all 

2 4relevant stakeholders.  The Government has launched a website 
(http://www.adoinfobd.com/) where adolescents will gain information about 
SRHR issues.

EDUCO study revealed that in 5 schools of Meduary, Kachina, Dithpur and 
Mallikbari union of Bhaluka Upazila, Mymenshingh, the Government has taken 
initiatives to implement SRHR strategy and practicing in school curriculum. 
Majority of schools authorities said that as the primary school going children were 
yet to reach adolescent stage so they did not feel the necessity to make them aware 
on SRHR issues through organizing any awareness raising initiatives. Most of the 
children do not know any SRHR issue, only four children who knew about SRHR 
issue said that they had learnt about SRHR from their friends, elder sisters/brothers 
while they were playing or chatting together. 

The study of EDUCO states that the Government has taken initiatives to ensure 
access to information on drug abuse by children and adolescents. Though all 

4.1 Implementing Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

4.2 Awareness Relating to Drug Abuse

24 ibid

Source: Save the Children and Bangladesh Legal Aid And Services Trust
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Children from our 16 special areas have informed that many children have         

yet to be registered in their region yet. Due to the absence of a mobile 

registration system, registration of birth of children in dormant areas, especially 

in Char areas, haor areas, tea gardens, disaster prone areas and among sex 

workers, slum dwellers, fishermen communities, the registration rates of these 

children are still very low due to lack of official Government action. It has been 

found that children who work as domestic workers, have no birth registration. 

50% of Tripura, Chakma, Mro Indigenous children in Rangamati and Khagrachari, 

children living in brothels, Cox's Bazar and haor areas have received birth 

certificate.

It further reveals that children who have studied in madrasas with children do not 

know anything about where to do birth registration. Their birth certificate is not 

mandatory for admission in madrasa. According to them, they know that the 

madrasas will arrange their birth certificates.

According to Save the Children, 54% of children who unsafely migrated to Dhaka, 

did not have birth registration and therefore, cannot get admitted to schools.      

In the same way 57% children with disabilities could not get registered for 

disabled children allowance card since having birth registration card is mandatory 

for this. These children must be brought under the scheme of mobile birth 

registration.

Research of NCTAF reveals that, the rate of birth registration among the school 

going children is comparatively higher than others. But still many parents, as 

observed by the researchers of NCTAF, take  birth registration card more than once 

which exposes the girl child to the risk of child marriage.

Even though the Government has banned physical and mental punishments in 

educational institutions by circulating notice, it still happens.

3.2 Corporal Punishment

Key Findings
Data of BSAF reveals that in 
2018, 262 children faced 
p h y s i c a l  t o r t u r e  a n d  
punishment which is 3.32% 
less than the previous year. 89 
children were abused by their 
teachers. Data of Ain o Salish 
Kendra (ASK) mentions that in 
2018, a total number of 175 
students were tortured by 
their  teachers  in  their  
educational institutions and 
only 11 cases were filed against these incidents; 24 children were sexually harassed 
by their teachers where only 3 cases were filed against such allegations.

According Child Parliament, 40% children face physical and mental punishment in 
their educational institutions. Save the Children found that, children affected with 
HIV AIDS and children with disabilities mentioned that, almost 50% of the teachers 
don’t listen to them, instead they either punish the children or threaten to punish 
them. 

Save the Children and Bangladesh Legal Aid and Services Trust (BLAST) conducted a 
survey entitled "Stop Tolerating Violence against Children" which reveals that 
69.62% parents and caregivers 
supports physical punishment to 
discipline children. 55.7% of the 
children who participated in the 
research mentioned that they 
faced physical punishment in their 
house and 49.29% children said 
they faced physical punishment in 

22their educational institutions.  

A study of World Vision that 
covered 22 districts narrates that 
among 1-4 years old children, 
overall 12.8% of household parents 
or caregivers report that their 
children have experienced non-
violent methods of disciplining; 

Case Study
12 years old Omar Faruq, a student of madrasa was mercilessly beaten by   
his madrasa teacher and was kept confined for three days. After rescuing     
he was admitted to a hospital and doctor said he suffered both physical      
and mental torment after the beating. The boy became imbalanced           

21due to fear.

21 https://www.thedailystar.net/country/madrasa-boy-faruq-still-unstable-1560649 22 https://www.blast.org.bd/content/publications/Report-ECP-STVAC-2018.pdf

but half of them report some forms of violent methods. More shockingly, every 1 
out of 10 reports experience of severe physical punishment (defined by 
Government) during this time. Severe physical punishment is less likely to be 
reported in some districts (e.g., Gazipur 0%, Satkhira 0% and Netrakona 0%) 
compared to others (e.g., Comilla 66.7%, Thakurgaon 57.1%, Chittagong 55.6%, 

23 Rajshahi and Dhaka 52% ). 

• Ensure the birth registration at all primary schools, madrasas, Qawmi madrsa, 
other educational institutes during the admission period;

• For all types of employment, the birth registration certificate should be ensured; 

• Ensure birth registration of children in remote areas and fast or mobile  birth 
registration should be introduced;

• Increase public awareness about birth registration, use mike, signboard, poster, 
rally, drama. Can be promoted in online media or social media;

• Banning corporal punishment in all settings should be incorporated in the 
relevant law/s and repeal the current laws allowing corporal punishment of 
children.

Recommendations:

Part IV

BASIC HEALTH AND 
WELFARE

Key findings 

Almost one fifth of the total population of Bangladesh is going through their 
adolescence. In our social context, especially, in the adolescent period, education 
relating to sexual and reproductive health is still a taboo.

According to Adolescent & Reproductive Health, MCH-Services, DGFP and the 
Government have formulated the National Strategy for Adolescent Health       
2017- 2030. They have also developed some communication tools targeting 
adolescents, including an adolescent SRHR networking forum to connect all 

2 4relevant stakeholders.  The Government has launched a website 
(http://www.adoinfobd.com/) where adolescents will gain information about 
SRHR issues.

EDUCO study revealed that in 5 schools of Meduary, Kachina, Dithpur and 
Mallikbari union of Bhaluka Upazila, Mymenshingh, the Government has taken 
initiatives to implement SRHR strategy and practicing in school curriculum. 
Majority of schools authorities said that as the primary school going children were 
yet to reach adolescent stage so they did not feel the necessity to make them aware 
on SRHR issues through organizing any awareness raising initiatives. Most of the 
children do not know any SRHR issue, only four children who knew about SRHR 
issue said that they had learnt about SRHR from their friends, elder sisters/brothers 
while they were playing or chatting together. 

The study of EDUCO states that the Government has taken initiatives to ensure 
access to information on drug abuse by children and adolescents. Though all 

4.1 Implementing Sexual and Reproductive Health Rights

4.2 Awareness Relating to Drug Abuse

24 ibid

Source: Save the Children and Bangladesh Legal Aid And Services Trust
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Dropout Rate

Allocation for Education

Stipend for Students

As per BANBEIS report, in 2018 
secondary school dropout rate is 
37.62%, of which girls’ dropout rate 
is 40.19% and boys’ dropout rate is 
36% whereas in 2009, girls’ dropout 
rate was 63.93% and boys’ dropout 

27rate was 42.15%.  This data 
indicates that, from 2009 to 2018, 
dropout rate of girls decreased to 
23.74% and boys' dropout rate 
decreased to 6.15%.

In the 2018-2019 financial years the 
government allocated 11.41% of 
the total budget for education, 
technology and development 
sector which is 0.01% higher than 
the previous year. In the 2018-2019 
fiscal year, government allocated 
224.66 million taka for primary and 
mass education and 23137.95 
million Takas for secondary and 
higher secondary education. It has 
been observed that in the past 8 
financial years (2011-2012 to 2018-
2019) allocation for education remained in the cycle of 11-12% except for the 2016-
2017 financial year when it was 14.39% of the total budget.

A study of National Girl Child Advocacy Forum (NGCAF) conducted in 11 Primary 
schools 2 Upazilas (Mohadevpur upazila and Patnitala upazila) of Naogaon district 
reveals that in these 11 schools, 51.84% of the girls and 48.18% of the boys are 
given stipends. In the mainstream percentage are: boys 46.57% and girls 50.57%; 
indigenous boys 1.32% and girls 0.44%; and students with disabilities in the 0.14% 
boys and 0.27% girls.

schools are instructed to conduct awareness raising session with children about the 
negative impact of drug addiction, almost all the school authorities admitted that 
they did not take any measure yet to make the children and community people 
aware. An upazila education department had done awareness meetings with a 
School Management Committee on drug abuse at the Drugat Upazila resource 
center, Bhaluka.

According to the study of EDUCO in 4 unions of Mymensingh district, the 
Government has taken initiatives for adolescent friendly health services in different 
settings. According to the findings, the community clinics focus on health service of 
adult persons rather than adolescents. They do not provide SRHR related service or 
information.  There is no specialist or professional personnel to provide adolescent 
-friendly health services in the clinics. Those who provide health services have very 
little knowledge on SRHR. The study also found that, in most cases adolescents 
don’t know about community clinics. 

• Community health care center needs to be more proactive to ensure adolescent-
friendly service which focus on Sexual Reproductive health and Rights (SRHR) 
instead of general medication service;

• Assign professional/specialized person for adolescent service;

• Employ professional counselors for adolescent counseling service or at least 
once in a week;

• Strengthen capacity building of community clinic staffs and arrange refreshers 
course for them;

• Continue supervision and monitoring for improving quality of health service;

• For delivering sensitive topics to the adolescents ensure a safe, sustainable, 
reliable and accessible space;

• Fact based information should be provided to debunk misconceptions around 
SRHR and gender;

• Include psycho-social skills and knowledge in school curriculum.

4.3 Awareness relating to Adolescent Friendly Health Service

Recommendations:

EDUCATION, LEISURE 
AND CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES

Key Findings

5.1 Right to Education

In recent years, Bangladesh has achieved remarkable progress in the education 
sector. Gender discrimination in enrolling schools has been eliminated; now 
primary school enrollment rate is 91%. Of late, 12%-14% of the total budget of 
Bangladesh is spent in education sector. The Government has granted Taka 80.37 

25stipend for 90,000 children with disabilities in 2018-2019 . However due to 
inadequate gender and age segregation, the approach has had limited impact on 
this vulnerable group. Most children with disabilities are not going to school 
regularly. Except for the provision of Braille books and trained teachers in some 
areas, the GOB efforts are limited.

It has been observed in 2018 that gender disparity has been decreased in enrolling 
children into schools. Bangladesh Education Information 2018 by Bangladesh 
Bureau of Education Information and Statistics (BANBEIS) reveals that girls’ 
percentage is 50.75% at the primary level, 54% at the secondary level and 47.83% at 

26the higher secondary level. Girls' percentage is higher in madrasas i.e., 55.26%.  

Boy and Girl Ratio

Part V
Safe School Environment

Quality Education

The Study of NGCAF finds that in order to ensure safe school environment among 
the Government's programms, arrangements have been made to hold meetings 
with parents to prevent drug, militancy and child marriage at the school level. 
Meetings have been also held with teachers to ensure child protection. Discussion 
regarding the necessity of tree plantation has been held to keep schools and its 
surroundings clean. Various tree seedlings have been provided to each student. 
Steps are taken to resolve various school problems through regular SMC meetings. 
In the FGD held with the students in the school, the students said that they do not 
feel secure in schools at large. In the meantime, not being able to play safely in the 
school, peon and teacher supervisors, teachers keep the children, clean the plate 
and food items, and do not feel comfortable in school. Students are worried 
because the people of the school area are not able to dry the rice by taking the field 
and the road is not safe.

The study of EDUCO conducted in 5 schools of Mymensingh District, reveals that 
the Government has published a circular regarding prohibition of Corporal 
Punishment in schools. The circular has been sent to all schools of the country and 
schools followed that very strictly. Schools have conducted ma somabesh (parents 
gathering) and awareness session on child marriage. As a result, local community 
people were aware about child abuse, corporal punishment, child marriage etc. but 
most of the children stated that they become victims of eve teasing, verbal abuse 
on the way to school by teasers. But it’s notable that no child abuse case has been 
reported to schools.

The Study of NGCAF suggests that, in order to improve the quality of education, 
there is a provision for providing educational training for teachers working in 
primary schools. Some of the school teachers are also encouraged to provide ICT 
training, and laptops and multimedia projectors have been provided to them. In 
order to implement school level improvement plan (SLIP) in every school, an 
average of 40 thousand taka has been allocated.

Although Bangladesh has made huge progress in terms of ensuring access to 
education for all, according to “World Development Report 2018. Learning to 
Realize Education’s Promise.” “There is a huge learning gap with schooling in 
Bangladesh. Students lose about 4.5 years of learning due to the poor quality of 
education provided in schools here. Thirty five percent of students who passed 
grade three, could not even read Bangla comprehensively, whereas only 25% of 

28grade 5 completed students pass the minimum threshold in the country.

25 https://www.prothomalo.com/education/article/1578457/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A7%E0%A7 
%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87%E0%A6% 
B2%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6% 
AA%E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87

26 https://www.prothomalo.com/education/article/1578457/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A7%E0%A7 
%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7
%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA% 
E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87

27 https://www.prothomalo.com/education/article/1578457/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A7% 
E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-
%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-
%E0%A6%9D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE-
%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87

28 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/education/2019/02/28/world-bank-students-lack-4-5-years-of-
learning-in-first-11-years-schooling
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As per BANBEIS report, in 2018 
secondary school dropout rate is 
37.62%, of which girls’ dropout rate 
is 40.19% and boys’ dropout rate is 
36% whereas in 2009, girls’ dropout 
rate was 63.93% and boys’ dropout 

27rate was 42.15%.  This data 
indicates that, from 2009 to 2018, 
dropout rate of girls decreased to 
23.74% and boys' dropout rate 
decreased to 6.15%.

In the 2018-2019 financial years the 
government allocated 11.41% of 
the total budget for education, 
technology and development 
sector which is 0.01% higher than 
the previous year. In the 2018-2019 
fiscal year, government allocated 
224.66 million taka for primary and 
mass education and 23137.95 
million Takas for secondary and 
higher secondary education. It has 
been observed that in the past 8 
financial years (2011-2012 to 2018-
2019) allocation for education remained in the cycle of 11-12% except for the 2016-
2017 financial year when it was 14.39% of the total budget.

A study of National Girl Child Advocacy Forum (NGCAF) conducted in 11 Primary 
schools 2 Upazilas (Mohadevpur upazila and Patnitala upazila) of Naogaon district 
reveals that in these 11 schools, 51.84% of the girls and 48.18% of the boys are 
given stipends. In the mainstream percentage are: boys 46.57% and girls 50.57%; 
indigenous boys 1.32% and girls 0.44%; and students with disabilities in the 0.14% 
boys and 0.27% girls.

schools are instructed to conduct awareness raising session with children about the 
negative impact of drug addiction, almost all the school authorities admitted that 
they did not take any measure yet to make the children and community people 
aware. An upazila education department had done awareness meetings with a 
School Management Committee on drug abuse at the Drugat Upazila resource 
center, Bhaluka.

According to the study of EDUCO in 4 unions of Mymensingh district, the 
Government has taken initiatives for adolescent friendly health services in different 
settings. According to the findings, the community clinics focus on health service of 
adult persons rather than adolescents. They do not provide SRHR related service or 
information.  There is no specialist or professional personnel to provide adolescent 
-friendly health services in the clinics. Those who provide health services have very 
little knowledge on SRHR. The study also found that, in most cases adolescents 
don’t know about community clinics. 

• Community health care center needs to be more proactive to ensure adolescent-
friendly service which focus on Sexual Reproductive health and Rights (SRHR) 
instead of general medication service;

• Assign professional/specialized person for adolescent service;

• Employ professional counselors for adolescent counseling service or at least 
once in a week;

• Strengthen capacity building of community clinic staffs and arrange refreshers 
course for them;

• Continue supervision and monitoring for improving quality of health service;

• For delivering sensitive topics to the adolescents ensure a safe, sustainable, 
reliable and accessible space;

• Fact based information should be provided to debunk misconceptions around 
SRHR and gender;

• Include psycho-social skills and knowledge in school curriculum.

4.3 Awareness relating to Adolescent Friendly Health Service

Recommendations:

EDUCATION, LEISURE 
AND CULTURAL 
ACTIVITIES

Key Findings

5.1 Right to Education

In recent years, Bangladesh has achieved remarkable progress in the education 
sector. Gender discrimination in enrolling schools has been eliminated; now 
primary school enrollment rate is 91%. Of late, 12%-14% of the total budget of 
Bangladesh is spent in education sector. The Government has granted Taka 80.37 

25stipend for 90,000 children with disabilities in 2018-2019 . However due to 
inadequate gender and age segregation, the approach has had limited impact on 
this vulnerable group. Most children with disabilities are not going to school 
regularly. Except for the provision of Braille books and trained teachers in some 
areas, the GOB efforts are limited.

It has been observed in 2018 that gender disparity has been decreased in enrolling 
children into schools. Bangladesh Education Information 2018 by Bangladesh 
Bureau of Education Information and Statistics (BANBEIS) reveals that girls’ 
percentage is 50.75% at the primary level, 54% at the secondary level and 47.83% at 

26the higher secondary level. Girls' percentage is higher in madrasas i.e., 55.26%.  

Boy and Girl Ratio

Part V
Safe School Environment

Quality Education

The Study of NGCAF finds that in order to ensure safe school environment among 
the Government's programms, arrangements have been made to hold meetings 
with parents to prevent drug, militancy and child marriage at the school level. 
Meetings have been also held with teachers to ensure child protection. Discussion 
regarding the necessity of tree plantation has been held to keep schools and its 
surroundings clean. Various tree seedlings have been provided to each student. 
Steps are taken to resolve various school problems through regular SMC meetings. 
In the FGD held with the students in the school, the students said that they do not 
feel secure in schools at large. In the meantime, not being able to play safely in the 
school, peon and teacher supervisors, teachers keep the children, clean the plate 
and food items, and do not feel comfortable in school. Students are worried 
because the people of the school area are not able to dry the rice by taking the field 
and the road is not safe.

The study of EDUCO conducted in 5 schools of Mymensingh District, reveals that 
the Government has published a circular regarding prohibition of Corporal 
Punishment in schools. The circular has been sent to all schools of the country and 
schools followed that very strictly. Schools have conducted ma somabesh (parents 
gathering) and awareness session on child marriage. As a result, local community 
people were aware about child abuse, corporal punishment, child marriage etc. but 
most of the children stated that they become victims of eve teasing, verbal abuse 
on the way to school by teasers. But it’s notable that no child abuse case has been 
reported to schools.

The Study of NGCAF suggests that, in order to improve the quality of education, 
there is a provision for providing educational training for teachers working in 
primary schools. Some of the school teachers are also encouraged to provide ICT 
training, and laptops and multimedia projectors have been provided to them. In 
order to implement school level improvement plan (SLIP) in every school, an 
average of 40 thousand taka has been allocated.

Although Bangladesh has made huge progress in terms of ensuring access to 
education for all, according to “World Development Report 2018. Learning to 
Realize Education’s Promise.” “There is a huge learning gap with schooling in 
Bangladesh. Students lose about 4.5 years of learning due to the poor quality of 
education provided in schools here. Thirty five percent of students who passed 
grade three, could not even read Bangla comprehensively, whereas only 25% of 

28grade 5 completed students pass the minimum threshold in the country.

25 https://www.prothomalo.com/education/article/1578457/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A7%E0%A7 
%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87%E0%A6% 
B2%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6% 
AA%E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87

26 https://www.prothomalo.com/education/article/1578457/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A7%E0%A7 
%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7
%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-%E0%A6%9D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA% 
E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE-%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87

27 https://www.prothomalo.com/education/article/1578457/%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BE%E0%A6%A7% 
E0%A7%8D%E0%A6%AF%E0%A6%AE%E0%A6%BF%E0%A6%95%E0%A7%87-
%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B2%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%A6%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%B0-
%E0%A6%9D%E0%A6%B0%E0%A7%87-%E0%A6%AA%E0%A7%9C%E0%A6%BE-
%E0%A6%AC%E0%A7%87%E0%A7%9C%E0%A7%87%E0%A6%9B%E0%A7%87

28 https://www.dhakatribune.com/bangladesh/education/2019/02/28/world-bank-students-lack-4-5-years-of-
learning-in-first-11-years-schooling
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Recreational facility at Schools

The Study of NGCAF finds that there is a provision of content development and 
documentary display through multimedia projector in schools. In 20% of the 
schools, teachers make recreational materials and show them to the students. 
Victory flowers have been developed and displayed in every school, and initiatives 
have been taken to create student cabinets in the schools.

Construction of boundaries of every school, setting up of gate, establishment of 
adequate toilet and safe drinking water have been ensured. 60% of schools have 
been built to ensure boundary wall, adequate toilets and safe drinking water 
facilities.

The study of EDUCO conducted in 5 schools of Mymensingh District,  reveals that 
the Government has provided rhymes, & story books, musical instruments like 
harmonium, tabla, drum set and some playing instruments and footballs to 
ensure the quality leisure time of children. But there was no special recreational 
material or playing instrument for children with disabilities and indigenous 
children.

Save the Children has conducted a 
study to find out the rights to play 
situation of children in urban 
settings in Bangladesh. Though 
right to play is a basic right of 
children, rarely the Government of 
Bangladesh and other duty bearers 
have taken this issue seriously. As a 
result ,  regardless of  pol icy 
guidance, children's right to play 
and recreation is not satisfactory at 
all. There is a strong lack of 
awareness about the importance of 
play and recreation. Girls are still 
facing restrictions for play and sports. Three most significant reasons for the 
situation are: (i) None availability of open space and playground; (ii) Security 
concern and (iii) Huge study pressure.

5.2 Right to play and leisure

Among other reasons gender dimension is creating barrier for children's rights to 
play.  Most of the parents want separate space for play for boys and girls, as Girls are 
more concerned than boys regarding security. The study reveals social norms and 
security  are the major influencer for such mindset. Very much alarming is the trend 
of high influence of digital medium. Also, it has been found that electronic games 
are most popular in slums. Most of the residential areas do not have any open space 
for children to play.

• Finalize and enact the education act immediately incorporating the concerns of 
relevant stakeholders, experts, etc;

• Implement Education Policy 2010;

• Strengthen efforts to ensure quality education to reduce the student-teacher 
ratio by recruiting more qualified teachers, provide more vocational education 
and training to improve the functional utility of secondary education, including 
for children who have dropped out, and establish formal and non-formal 
facilities for combining work and education;

• Review the existing education system and take necessary measures to ensure 
quality education to achieve the SDG 4;

• Ensure additional resource allocations to implement SDG 4 and achieve all of its 
targets;

• Ensure more allocation of Public Spending in Primary Education;

• Remove controversial contents from textbooks at the primary and secondary 
levels, shift heavy syllabus, and change the culture of memorization’

• Ensure sufficient infrastructures like classrooms, separate toilets for boys and 
girls, recreational materials for students with disabilities, hygiene materials for 
menstruation, first aid kits, safe boundary walls, complaint boxes, indoor and 
outdoor games materials, and tube wells for safe drinking water;

• Take effective steps to facilitate learning in the mother languages of the 
indigenous people and small ethnic groups at the primary level of education.

Recommendations

further states that an estimated 1 million street children are at high risk, especially 
the 30% girls among them, with an estimated 10% forced into prostitution or having 
to do so simply to survive. The exploitation of boys for prostitution is hidden but 
prevalent in Bangladesh. Boys living on the street, migrant boys and boys working 
as child labourers face the highest risk of sexual exploitation. Many of the children 
living and working on the streets in urban areas may engage in periodic “survival 
sex”, exchanging sexual favours in return for food, shelter, protection and money.  
Boys enter prostitution at around 11 to 12 years of age.

In 2006, an ILO baseline survey found that there ware about 3.2 million child 
labourers in Bangladesh. Among them, 421,000 (13.16%) were employed as 
domestic helpers, and 75% were girls, who were particularly vulnerable as they 
worked behind closed doors and they were more prone to be the victim of violence. 
According to ILO convention 182, nature of child domestic work is the ‘worst form 
of child labour’ but not included in the hazardous list of child labour. 

• The government should take effective and long term measures to eliminate and 
eradicate child labour;

• Existing National Plan of Actions and policies on children, Child Labour, Child 
Trafficking and CSEC need to be implemented as a priority mainstreamed within 
the Five Year Plans and SDG implementation plan of the government;

• The NPAs under MoWCA and MoLE need to take collaborated and coordinated 
programmes;

• Bangladesh as a country should ratify the ILO Minimum Age Convention (C. 138) 
to demonstrate its commitment towards prevention and elimination of worst 
forms of child labour.;

• Appropriate legal reforms or interpretations may also be needed to 
comprehensively address the online sexual exploitation of children and sexual 
exploitation of boys;

• Domestic Workers Protection and Welfare Policy 2015 should be turned into 
law;

• The Labour Act should have an amendment to include a section specifying the 
issue of domestic child workers, including strict sanctions (both sentences and 
fine) to be imposed in any event of violation of the rules;

• List of the hazardous works for children promulgated by the government in 2013 
and made 38 works as hazardous works. This list should be updated and include 
other works that effects child development and childhood;

• In the list of hazardous works child domestic workers should be included.

6.3 Child Domestic workers

Recommendations

Part VI

SPECIAL PROTECTION 
MEASURES

Key findings

6.1 Child Labour

6.2 Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children

In Bangladesh, one out of every six children in Bangladesh is working, according to a 
survey by Save the Children in 2014. According to Ministry of Labour and 
Employment, there are 1.2 million children engaged in hazardous forms of labour. 
The government is committed to eliminating hazardous form of child labour by 
2021 and all forms of child labour by 2025. The government has taken up a Tk 284 

29crore project to lift one lakh children out of hazardous form of labour by 2020.  

According to the National Child Labour Survey conducted in 2013, 1.28 million 
children aged between 5 to 17 were found to be engaged in hazardous work. The 
Survey reveals that 39 percent, 22 per cent, 11 per cent, 9 per cent, and 6.5 per cent 
children are engaged in manufacturing; agriculture, forestry and fishing; wholesale 
and retail; construction; and transportation and storage respectively.

Sexual abuse and exploitation of children and adolescents is a significant issue in 
Bangladesh but remains largely under reported due to the stigma attached to the 
victims of such offences. Though commercial sexual exploitation of children (CSEC) 
is a widespread issue in Bangladesh, there is no reliable information on such 
number of exploitation.

According to a study by UNICEF (2008), 20,000 children are living in 14 registered 
brothels. Another recent study of Terre des Hommes Netherlands, the average age 
at which children first become involved in commercial sexual exploitation is 13 
years. Sexually exploited girls are highly vulnerable to general and reproductive 
health problems, which are worsened by the lack of access to health care services. 
Many children are forced to work as bonded sex workers in brothels. The study 

29 https://www.thedailystar.net/business/news/bid-weed-out-hazardous-child-labour-2020-1672363
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Recreational facility at Schools

The Study of NGCAF finds that there is a provision of content development and 
documentary display through multimedia projector in schools. In 20% of the 
schools, teachers make recreational materials and show them to the students. 
Victory flowers have been developed and displayed in every school, and initiatives 
have been taken to create student cabinets in the schools.

Construction of boundaries of every school, setting up of gate, establishment of 
adequate toilet and safe drinking water have been ensured. 60% of schools have 
been built to ensure boundary wall, adequate toilets and safe drinking water 
facilities.

The study of EDUCO conducted in 5 schools of Mymensingh District,  reveals that 
the Government has provided rhymes, & story books, musical instruments like 
harmonium, tabla, drum set and some playing instruments and footballs to 
ensure the quality leisure time of children. But there was no special recreational 
material or playing instrument for children with disabilities and indigenous 
children.

Save the Children has conducted a 
study to find out the rights to play 
situation of children in urban 
settings in Bangladesh. Though 
right to play is a basic right of 
children, rarely the Government of 
Bangladesh and other duty bearers 
have taken this issue seriously. As a 
result ,  regardless of  pol icy 
guidance, children's right to play 
and recreation is not satisfactory at 
all. There is a strong lack of 
awareness about the importance of 
play and recreation. Girls are still 
facing restrictions for play and sports. Three most significant reasons for the 
situation are: (i) None availability of open space and playground; (ii) Security 
concern and (iii) Huge study pressure.

5.2 Right to play and leisure

Among other reasons gender dimension is creating barrier for children's rights to 
play.  Most of the parents want separate space for play for boys and girls, as Girls are 
more concerned than boys regarding security. The study reveals social norms and 
security  are the major influencer for such mindset. Very much alarming is the trend 
of high influence of digital medium. Also, it has been found that electronic games 
are most popular in slums. Most of the residential areas do not have any open space 
for children to play.

• Finalize and enact the education act immediately incorporating the concerns of 
relevant stakeholders, experts, etc;

• Implement Education Policy 2010;

• Strengthen efforts to ensure quality education to reduce the student-teacher 
ratio by recruiting more qualified teachers, provide more vocational education 
and training to improve the functional utility of secondary education, including 
for children who have dropped out, and establish formal and non-formal 
facilities for combining work and education;

• Review the existing education system and take necessary measures to ensure 
quality education to achieve the SDG 4;

• Ensure additional resource allocations to implement SDG 4 and achieve all of its 
targets;
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levels, shift heavy syllabus, and change the culture of memorization’
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outdoor games materials, and tube wells for safe drinking water;

• Take effective steps to facilitate learning in the mother languages of the 
indigenous people and small ethnic groups at the primary level of education.
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ANNEXURE
Rape and sexual exploitation or sexual harassment related 
judgment

To address the lacunas in the existing laws to prosecute offences of rape as well as 
30any incident of sexual harassment, the High Court has enumerated 18 directives.   

The main point of the directives is as follows:

1. Information relating to commission of cognizable offence including rape, sexual 
assault or similar offence shall immediately be reduced to writing by the officer-
in-charge of a police station, irrespective of the place of occurrence, and without 
any discrimination or delay whatsoever.

2. Every police station must have a female police officer round the clock, who is not 
below the rank of a Constable. On receiving information on the offence of rape or 
sexual assault, the duty officer recording the information shall call the female 
police officer present at the police station and take measures to make the victim 
and her family members comfortable.

3. At all stages the identity of the victim should be kept confidential.

4. The victim should be heard in the presence of a lawyer or friend chosen by her, or 
alternatively a social worker or protection officer.

5. Interpretation services should be provided where necessary, especially for 
women or girls with disabilities who are victims of rape or sexual assault.

6. After reducing the information to writing, the Investigating Officer along with 
the female police official available, shall escort the victim for medical 
examination without delay.

7. Any failure of duty on the part of the investigating agency in collecting the report 
or causing the victim to be taken to the nearest hospital for medical examination 
would be considered as a punishable offence.

8. There should be wider dissemination of the national helpline number (10921) 
[The government has reduced the helpline number into three digits, therefore, 
the current national helpline number is 109] on violence against women, girls or 
children, through visual, audio as well as print media including  designated 
websites.

30 Writ Petition No: 5541/2015
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CHILD RIGHTS ADVOCACY COALITION IN BANGLADESH

The Child Rights Advocacy Coalition, Bangladesh is a coalition of ten national and international organizations working to uphold 

children’s rights in Bangladesh. The ten member organizations of the coalition are – ActionAid Bangladesh (AAB), Ain o Salish 

Kendra (ASK), Bangladesh Shishu Adhikar Forum (BSAF), Child Rights Governance Assembly (CRGA), Education and Development 

Foundation- educo, National Girl Child Advocacy Forum (NGCAF), Plan International Bangladesh, Save the Children in Bangladesh 

(SCiB), Terre des Hommes-Netherlands (TdH-NL) and World Vision Bangladesh (WVB). The coalition started its journey with the 

realization that joint advocacy on child rights can bring greater value and influence than individual and isolated initiatives. It now 

carries out coordinated and concerted advocacy with the Government of Bangladesh and relevant stakeholders for legislative and 

policy reforms for the promotion and protection of child rights.

Photo Credit: NGCAF
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