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LIST OF ISSUES 

 
This List of Issues has been prepared as an effort to engage with the Government of 
Bangladesh through a constructive dialogue and to make the consultation process 
undertaken by the Government to prepare the UPR report a meaningful exercise. This 
List of Issues has been prepared through a rigorous consultation among the members 
of the Human Rights Forum, Bangladesh (a coalition of 14 human rights’, women’s 
rights and development organizations).  
The Forum was first established in 2008 with the aim to create a platform for the civil 
society organizations of Bangladesh to make maximum use of the UPR process. The 
Forum prepared the stakeholders’ report, took part in a lobby mission to Geneva, 
delivered an oral statement at the final outcome session and most importantly was 
continuously engaged in follow up activities through publishing the recommendations 
and following up the implementation of the recommendations from the first cycle of 
the UPR. The Forum prepared a brief report card every year highlighting progress as 
well as challenges regarding the implementation of the recommendations, shared that 
with GoB and NHRC and disseminated through sharing meetings, media briefings, 
articles etc. This List of Issues is part of that ongoing process and is drawn from that 
working document. 
 
The Forum notes with appreciation the Government of Bangladesh’s formal request to 
the forum seeking guidance and recommendations for preparing the country report for 
2013 UPR through their consultation meeting held on 18 April 2012 and the formal 
request letter sent on 22 April 2012. The Forum considers this to be a recognition of 
its continuous efforts regarding the UPR and wishes to continue that in the 2nd cycle of 
the UPR as well.  
  
The Human Rights Forum, Bangladesh (HRF-B) would like to see that the following 
significant Human Rights concerns are adequately addressed in the state party report. 
 
1. Right to Life, Liberty and Security 

• Extra judicial killing and torture: According to ASK, 511 persons were 
allegedly killed extra judicially by law enforcing agencies from January 2009 
until April 2012. 

• Enforced disappearances: Concerns have been raised over alleged abductions 
and disappearances in the course of the past year. The law enforcing agencies 
claim these incidents are due to rivalries, and in many cases, they are echoed by 
Government Ministers. But in many cases, family members and witnesses 
claimed that members of law enforcing agencies, either in uniform or plain 
clothes, have picked them up. According to ASK statistics, from January 2009 



to 24 April 2012, total numbers of enforced disappearances are 125, dead 
bodies recovered are 24.  

• Mob beating/weak criminal justice system: ASK reports indicate that 307 
persons (January 2010 to April 2012) were killed in mob beatings. In one case 
members of law enforcing agencies were alleged to have instigated such mob 
killing but no strict actions were taken by the state as is the case with all other 
mob beating incidents. 

• Right to fair trial: Though the judiciary has been separated, the effect of that 
is yet to be translated in real life. Repeated granting of pardons by the President 
to murder convicts on partisan political lines without following any guideline, 
controversy around the appointment of judges, mass withdrawal of criminal 
cases against ruling party personnel, including Ministers, on political 
considerations have created serious concerns about executive interference with 
the judiciary.  

• Border Killings: Even though commitments have been made several times by 
the Indian authorities, killing of Bangladeshis by the Indian Border Security 
Force (BSF) continue unabated. The Government of Bangladesh has not taken 
any strong diplomatic action to prevent or reduce the number of killings. 
According to ASK reports, from January 2009 to April 2012, around 233 
Bangladeshi were killed, 225 physically tortured and 144 allegedly abducted by 
the Indian BSF. 

• Right to Food security: Violations in the right to food security through 
transformation of lands from cultivating food for local/national consumption to 
commercial, export or non-food consumption like shrimp cultivation, tobacco 
production, production of maize for the feed industry, using cultivation land by 
the real estate companies and for industrial purpose etc is a serious concern.  
These not only lead to loss of food, but loss of livelihoods as well. 

 
2. Right to Freedom of Expression:  
• The media as an institution and journalists as individuals found it difficult to 

exercise their freedom of expression due to direct and indirect mainly verbal 
pressure from the state. 

• The Draft Broadcast Policy: if adopted as it stands at present, will curtail 
freedom of expression. 

• Bar on broadcast of opposition rallies: The Government refuses to give 
opportunities to opposition or dissenting voices on the state run TV and radio, 
which are run as party political organs, and barred broadcast by private TV 
stations of opposition rallies.  

• Restrictions of free speech:  Through new constitutional provision not to 
criticize the Constitution, parliament members’ stand to enact law against 
criticizing the processes followed by the International Crimes Tribunal (ICT), 
Attorney General's request for contempt actions against media, cases filed by 
the ruling party leaders against media for defamation, court directions regarding 
contempt and sedition (including on the issue of declaration of independence), 
closure of TV Channel, temporary shutting down of facebook and blogs are the 
few examples amongst many others to restrict the freedom of speech.  



 
 

3. Freedom of Association and Assembly 
• Enforcing Section 144 of the Code of Criminal Procedure: Practiced widely 

prior to any opposition political programme in the name of controlling the law 
and order situation. 

• Excessive use of force by the law enforcement agencies: Such excessive use 
had been observed during and before hartals (general strike) or other political 
programs by the opposition parties such as ‘Dhaka Cholo’ (12th April) with total 
disruption by the Government of all major road and river routes. In several cases 
ruling Awami League party cadres were deployed along with the law enforcing 
agencies. (Concerns also focused on the alleged arson attacks by opposition 
political party activists before and after the hartal to create fear among the 
public .  

• Use of mobile court during hartal:  This measure was widely debated. As the 
opposition parties tried to start processions in support of hartal, the law 
enforcement agencies conducted mass arrests from different places and instantly 
convicted them through mobile court for different terms. According to ASK in 
2011 more than 54 people were sentenced by the mobile court through summary 
trial. 

• Police used force on the activists of the National Committee to Protect Oil, 
Gas, Mineral Resources, Power and Port on several occasions when they 
tried to bring out a procession in Dhaka. 

• Restrictions on Trade Unions, specially the killing of trade union activist 
Aminul Islam and the failure of the law enforcing agencies to make any arrests 
to date 

 
4. Restrictions on CHT Commission’s work: Letter of Ministry of CHT Affairs 

(MoCHTA) directing the Commission that it could not conduct interviews with 
indigenous people without the presence of a government personnel, and that it 
could not travel to the CHT without such restrictions. 

 
5. Independence of Judiciary 

• Concerns re appointment of judges for the Supreme Court including the Chief 
Justice bypassing principles of seniority, and allegedly on a partisan basis, 
without consideration of criteria of competence. 

• No separate secretariat has been established for the judiciary, which is still 
administered by the Law Ministry. 

 
6. Non state actors – ruling party cadres Violence 

• The continuing trend of political violence, led by Bangladesh Chatra League 
(BCL), the ruling party’s student group as well as others in educational 
institutes and other places and the total impunity enjoyed by them is a serious 
concern. 

 
7. Independence and effectiveness of national institutions:  



• Limitations of NHRC Act: Particularly the limitation in relation to its powers 
regarding human rights violations by any ‘Disciplined Force’ is a serious 
concern to establish a truly independent human rights institution. 

• Proposed amendment to the ACC Act: This is yet to be resolved, whether the 
ACC needs to take prior approval in case of its action against government 
officials or not. if not, then it will severely undermine the Commission’s 
independence.  

• Withdrawal of corruption cases: The withdrawal of thousands of corruption 
cases from the Anti Corruption Commission (ACC), on partisan political 
consideration has seriously undermined the prospect of strengthening 
institutional capacity to fight corruption.  

• Ineffectiveness of the Parliament: Continued boycott by the opposition has 
paralyzed the parliament. Opposition MPs allege that they are not given 
opportunities to speak when they have attended. Parliamentary Committees are 
often dominated by members with conflict of interest. 

• Weakening local government: Local government institutions became 
weakened as Parliament members have been allocated increased power and 
resources to themselves eg MPs in school committees, tax exemption, etc. 

• Political Influence in Public Services: Particularly in promotion, posting and 
transfer. Right to work and equal employment opportunity curtailed due to 
corruption in public sector appointment.  

• Political influence and conflict of interest in public procurement is another 
area of concern.  

• Political influence in the private sector: Recent legal amendments have 
disempowered the Bangladesh Telecommunication Regulatory Commission 
and empowered the Government Ministry.  

• Unconstitutional budgetary provision to whiten black money: This is 
discriminatory against honest income earners. 

 
8. Advancement of women and children:  

• Implementation of National Women’s Advancement Policy 2011: National 
Women’s Development Policy 2011 has been adopted but there has not been 
any National Action Plan (NAP) yet to implement the policy. 

• Absence of direct election system for reserved seat: Despite earlier 
commitment made by the government, direct election system for reserved seat 
MPs has not been introduced. As a result, women’s real participation at the 
highest decision-making level still remains in peril. Women elected to reserved 
seats fail to raise issues affecting women’s rights.  

• Lack of power of locally elected women representative over local 
resources:  There is hardly any authority/power/budget for elected local 
women representatives over local resources. As a result, they cannot make 
expected contributions in addressing women’s issues including early marriage, 
sexual harassment and violence against women. 

• Lack of uniform marriage and divorce registration law: This remains as an 
issue that affect women’s human rights in private and family life. It contributes 



to the continuing prevalence of early marriage. Women also cannot claim their 
rightful share in properties and other entitlements.   

• Threat to women’s economic rights: Women’s economic rights have become 
a concern with the newly imposed policies of the World Bank and IMF to 
reduce agricultural subsidy. This will negatively affect rural women who 
contribute a huge amount of time and labor in agricultural activities. 
Government has refused to respond to consistent demands by garments 
workers, the majority women, to raise the minimum wage.  

• Government’s consistent threats against and refusal to consider the views of 
elected women Board members of Grameen Bank jeopardizing an institution 
which has gained international recognition for economic empowerment of 
women.  

 
9. Violence against women 

• Absence of rules/regulations to implement Domestic Violence (Prevention 
and Protection) Law: Domestic Violence (Prevention and Protection) Law 
has been enacted in 2010, but Rules have still not been framed, and no effective 
measures have been taken to ensure full-scale training for all concerned, 
judiciary, police and others. 

• Stalking against girls and subsequent suicide: Took an alarming toll during 
the reporting period. This has not been stopped in spite of several initiatives 
taken by the Government. According to ASK report from January 2010 to 
March 2012, 71 girls committed suicide.  

 
10. Violence against religious minorities:  

• Become a serious concern as during the last few months, such violence has 
been reported in Chittagong, Satkhira and other places of the country. Not all 
the incidents are finding space in the media.  

 
11. Ratification or accession of International Human Rights Treaties: 

• Reservation on CEDAW continued: Government has not taken any concrete 
action plan to address UN CEDAW Concluding Comments made in February 
2011. One of the major recommendations was to withdraw remaining 
reservations from CEDAW articles 2 and 16.1.c, but till date no concrete 
measures have been taken to that end. 

• Bangladesh has ratified the Rome Statute (International Criminal Court) on 22 
March 2010 and the Convention on the Migrant Workers (CMW) on 24 August 
2011, but the plight of the Bangladeshi migrant workers is yet to be addressed 
with effective diplomatic and other measures. 

• During the interactive dialogue of the working group session, the head of 
Bangladesh delegation confirmed that Bangladesh is considering accepting the 
OP-CAT. But no progress has been made to that end. 

• No report has been submitted to the UN committees on ICCPR, ICESCR, 
CAT, and CRPD despite the first of these having been ratified over a decade 
ago.  
 



 
12. Rights of the Indigenous Peoples and Dalit Communities 

• Constitutional Recognition: Refusal to use the term ‘indigenous peoples’ in 
relation to Adibashis. 
 

• Land rights and land dispossession: 
- Land related violence against indigenous peoples, 
- Land grabbing   
- Traditional land rights, 
- Land commission for plain land indigenous peoples,   
 

• Gross human rights violations: 
- Communal attack on indigenous peoples,  
- Arbitrary arrest and detention,  
- Killing, torture, rape, abduction, sexual harassment and other cruel treatments, 
- Religious persecution. 

 
• Implementation of CHT Accord 
      - No progress in resolving the land disputes of Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 
      - Engagement of the Army into the day-to-day life of the people in the name of 

socio-economic development and keeping law and order.  
 
• Rights of Dalit Communities: The lack of concrete data contributes to the 

invisibility, marginalisation and disempowerment of these communities and 
prevents not only the capture of national disaggregated data but also Dalit and 
excluded communities’ claim for special measures, representation or 
participation in policy making, development, employment and equality of 
access to basic services. Government should recognise caste discrimination as a 
priority human rights and development issue, Enact Anti-
Discrimination/Equalities Law to prohibit practices of untouchability so it is 
viewed as a criminal offence, Include quotas within all public offices and 
educational institutions, and make specific allocation and provision for housing 
for dalits  development and social security programmes within the National 
Budget. Urban dalits do not have secure tenure, government need to address to 
end forced eviction of dalit colonies. 

 
13. Right to Shelter:  

• Illegal eviction process of Korail slum of Dhaka City: After the Writ Petition 
in 2008, High Court directed the government not to evict the slum till disposal 
of the case. The case is pending. But in 2012 Ministry of Public works, 
Ministry of ICT and BTCL tried to evict them the slum dwellers protested and 
because of their protest Ministry of Home Affairs directed the concerned 
authorities to stop the eviction. 

 
 



14. Health sector skewed against the poor 

The failure of the successive governments to rise above vested interests has left the 
poor and rural people deprived of equitable and quality healthcare services. Private 
practices by government doctors are a hindrance to public healthcare service. 
Government doctors should not be allowed to do private practice. It is observed that 
the government doctors hardly pay heed to Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina’s 
instructions that they should stay in rural areas. Doctor’s reluctance to spend time to 
listen to the problems of the patients hinders treatment. The government should 
introduce ‘prescription audit’ and ‘death audit’ to contain malpractices in the health 
sector. 
 
 
Human Rights Forum 
Member Organizations 

1. Ain o Shalish Kendra (ASK)  
2. Acid Survivors Foundation (ASF) 
3. Bangladesh Mohila Parishad (BMP) 
4. Bangladesh Institute of Labor Studies (BILS) 
5. Bangladesh Legal Aid & Services Trust (BLAST) 
6. Bangladesh Dalit and Excluded Rights Movements (BDERM) 
7. Bangladesh Adivasi Forum 
8. Karmojibi Nari (KN) 
9. Nagorik Uddyog 
10. Nijera Kori 
11. Nari Pokkho 
12. Steps Towards Development (Steps) 
13. Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB) 
14. Manusher Jonno Foundation (MJF) 

 
 

For more information please contact- 
 

Ain o Shalish Kendra (ASK) 
Forum Secretariat 
7/17, Block B 
Lamatia, Dhaka 
Phone: 880-2-8126047, 8126134, 8126137 
Fax: 880-2-8126045 
Email: ask@citechco.net 
 
 
 


